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MORE ON NEW SHOOTERS 


Dear Mr. Brennan, 

It has been my distinct good fortune and 
pleasure to have a shooting buddy who sub- 
scribes to PRECISION SHOOTING and 
who doesn’t mind that | read his copies. | 
have been reading each issue from cover to 
cover for over a year now, as well as ap- 
proximately a year’s worth of back issues. 
Just now, |am reading THE BEST OF PRE- 
CISION SHOOTING, VOLUME | and enjoy- 
ing it immensely. 

| have noticed in the more currentissues a 
concern that perhaps benchrest shooting is 
not growing or not attracting new members 
like some think it should. This concern is 
also mentioned in THE BEST OF PRECI- 
SION SHOOTING, VOLUME I, so! have to 
assume the problem has been a concern for 
quite a while. 

| have also read some articles within the 
last year or so containing some suggestions 
as to how to make the game more attractive 
in an attempt to attract new shooters and to 
keep them interested in the game longer 
(hopefully, for life). My purpose in writing 
this letter is to share with you my thinking on 
how to make the game more attractive to 
new shooters and, at the same time, make it 
more interesting so that new shooters are 
inclined to stay longer than the six years 
noted by Bob Pease in his article “Perhaps 
the Time Has Arrived...” 

Although | have lived in Juneau, Alaska 
for the past eighteen years, | grew up in sub- 
urban Detroit. When | was in junior high 
school, my cousin and | shot the indoor 
smallbore NRA course at the Detroit 
Sportsmen’ Congress. | was working on my 
sharpshooter bars when my family moved 
and my shooting stopped. | did no more 
shooting until | joined the army in May of 
1959. | took basic training at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, and was taught basic army 
marksmanship with the wonderful old M-1 
Garand. | enjoyed that rifle and shooting it 
and, who knows, perhaps that’s when! was 
“bit” by the shooting bug. By the time | was 
stationed in Germany, | was trying hard to 
shoot anything | could lay my hands on as 
often as | could, sol guess it was the Garand 
that did it to me. 

| got out of the army in 1964, and went to 
Ann Arbor to go to school at the University 
of Michigan. About that time, | bought a 
copy of C.S. Landis’s .22 CALIBER VAR- 
MINT RIFLES and I’ve never been the same 
since. | soon came to realize that there were 
woodchucks not far from where | lived and 
that shooting them was interesting and 
challenging. The activity itself was fun, and 
the guns, scopes, and accuracy were fasci- 
nating pursuits in their own right. My first 
real varmint rig was a post-.64 Winchester 
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model 70 varminter in .225 (it had just come 
out about then) with a Unertl 12X 1-1/4” var- 
mint scope on a Kuharsky bridge mount 
which kept the scope from contacting the 
barrel. Even then, benchrest shooters felt 
that scopes mounted on the barrel detract- 
ed from accuracy. It was a very accurate rig, 
capable of less than a minute of angle (the 
magic criterion at that time) even with facto- 
ry ammunition. What a wonderful and 
amazing shooting experience that .225 pro- 
vided after my experiences with 110 grain 
bullets shot out of .30-06es with 4x Weaver 
scopes! 

Well, | didn’t realize just how deeply into 
shooting, reloading, and accuracy | had got- 
ten until | looked at my book shelf and saw 
just how much | had read in just a short time. 
| believe | had read just about everything | 
had been able to get my hands on by 1968. | 
was probably as ripe and ready to get into 
formal benchrest shooting at that time as | 
ever would be. But, | didn’t, and here’s 
why. 

| discovered NRA 2700 bullseye pistol 
shooting. And | believe there are some par- 
allels between it and benchrest shooting 
which are worth noting. First, | was able to 
get started in this form of competitive shoot- 
ing at far less cost than for benchrest shoot- 
ing. | started with a S&W model 41 .22 auto- 
matic, a Colt Gold Cup .45, a Pachmayr 
pistol box, and a 20X Bushnell spotting 
scope. All of this equipment was regular 
over-the-counter available-anywhere gear, 
but it got me started and didn’t keep me 
from doing well. In fact, by the time | moved 
to Alaska, | hada shelf full of medals and tro- 
phies (a source of great pride), and my scor- 
ing average was only three tenths of a point 
away from the highest classification. If | had 
been really broke, | could have competed for 
atime with just the S&W model 41 .22 auto- 
matic, a pistol rug, and a brick of K-Mart pro- 
motional ammunition. There was no way | 
could have afforded a Jimmy Clark 
accurized .45 or an Alton Dinan .38 conver- 
sion. My point here is that | was able to start 
where my budget allowed and to compete 
on roughly equal terms immediately. Then, | 
had the choice to improve as far as my 
equipment permitted and then obtain bet- 
ter, or to keep things simple and inexpen- 
sive and simply enjoy the sport at that level. 
There is no such opportunity in benchrest 
shooting. 

In NRA 2700 bullseye shooting, there are 
levels of shooting determined by one’s 
scores. What one’s scores are is deter- 
mined by one’s ability and, to some extent, 
by one’s equipment. But, a duffer or one 
who approaches his shooting, his barbecu- 
ing, and his bowling in the same way will not 


see much improvement by simply purchas- 
ing a custom accurized set of guns. If one 
discovers that his eyesight, his nerves, or 
his inclination puts him into the entry level of 
classification, he still will be competing 
against his peers. The chance of winning a 
medal or trophy is still incentive to go to 
matches even if one is only a sharpshooter 
and will never be any better. 

Then, too, there is the practical side to 
this. | always felt that competitive pistol 
shooting made me better able to use a pistol 
for hunting. | probably could use the gun 
more effectively for self defense. To me, the 
transfer of skills was an important aspect of 
what | was doing. 

So, with all this as background, what 
about benchrest shooting? What about the 
cost to a new shooter? | think that cost is a 
formidable barrier to a prospective 
benchrester. When you think of a young 
man in his twenties, you must realize that he 
is likely just starting a family. He is at the 
entry level in his job which means his income 
is relatively low. | don’t need to go into 
house mortgages, car payments, et al; suf- 
fice to say that young people don’t have the 
disposable income that older, more estab- 
lished people have. Not only that; even if 
someone could afford to enter benchrest 
competition in one great step, one would 
have to look carefully before doing so. After 
all, $2500.00 is a lot to fork over when you 
have never done this sort of thing before. If 
one decided this wasn’t quite what it 
seemed and wanted to get out, what about 
this fantabulous $2500.00 rifle? One would 
be lucky to get out from under it without a 
severe loss. So, there must be some sort of 
inexpensive entry level form of benchrest 
shooting, not only for young people on a 
budget, but for those who choose not to go 
all out even if they could afford it. Not all of 
us are bugeyed zealots! 

| have read in your publications that hunt- 
er rifle shot for score instead of group was 
intended for that. In my opinion, it is an ab- 
ject failure, and largely for one reason: the 
equipment race. The equipment race kills 
off those who cannot afford it, and it kills off 
those who simply wish to engage in the 
sport at a less intense level. A quick look at 
silhouette shooting sheds some light in this 
area. Originally a game which enabled any- 
one with a hunting rifle to compete. What 
happens now to one who would show up at 
the range with a Ruger model 77 .30-06 with 
a Redfield 4X duplex sitting atop it? He'll 
make a lot of noise, knock down a few steel 
silhouettes, take a look at the heavy stain- 
less steel barrels and the George Jetson 
fibreglas stocks to the right and left of him, 

Continued on next page 
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and be faced with a decision. “Shall | have 
one of these humdingers built up for me and 
show these guys what | can do?” Or will he 
just as likely say “HMPH! Looks like some 
pretty fast company around here. This is no 
place for me!” 

According to what | read, both rifle and 
pistol silhouette shooting are experiencing a 
drop off in membership. | find it no surprise. | 
lay it at the feet of “the equipment race.” 

Before | go any further, let me say that | 
feel that there is a place for the equipment 
race. Ifit hadn't been for benchrest shooters 
pulling out all stops, trying anything and 
everything possible in their quest for abso- 
lute accuracy, cost be damned, we would 
not be where we are today. | admire those 
who have brought us to where we are 
today. We ALL have benefitted from the ef- 
forts of those from Harvey Donaldson 
through Warren Page to Sinclair, Pindell, 
Masker and the rest of today’s accuracy 
wizards. | make my own .375 H&H ammuni- 
tion better and the components | have to 
choose from are better because of what the 
entire industry has learned from the guys 
who shoot from stools. All | say is let’s not 
leave benchrest shooting strictly to guys like 
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that. Perhaps some new, less expensive, 
less esoteric forms of the game can be de- 
vised that would attract new shooters and 
keep them in the game. 

The “Hunter Rifle” classification has 
failed for the same reason that silhouette 
shooting is starting to fail. No one would 
show up at a currently organized Hunter 
Rifle match with his new Winchester model 
70 .243 and expect to be able to compete. 
Do the rules actually state the magazine 
must have at least two round capacity? 
Who is kidding whom here? What about the 
barrels allowed, or the calibers? Does this 
rifle truly resemble a hunting rifle, or does it 
more resemble a slightly modified benchrest 
competition rifle? We all know the answers 
to those questions. | am suggesting that this 
does more to drive new shooters away from 
the sport than it does to encourage them 
into the sport. 

Any new forms of benchrest shooting 
should attract new shooters and encourage 
them to stay in the game, butit is also impor- 
tant that these new forms of shooting 
should lead logically into the game as we 
know it today. | feel strongly that the game 
would stagnate and die if we took away that 


“cutting edge of technology” aspect of 
benchresting. So, any new forms of 
benchrest shooting should resemble in 
most respects the uitimate expression of 
the sport as it is conducted today. 

Now to the nitty-gritty. | would trade off 
one or two guns this very afternoon, or raid 
my savings, or whatever was reasonably 
necessary to get into formal benchrest 
shooting if it were organized with two addi- 
tional classes. Probably lots of guys would 
like to try their heavy barreled varmint rifles 
in competition if they knew that the guys 
they were competing against were also 
using the factory offering and nothing more. 
If there was a class of competition which al- 
lowed factory rifles with a certain limit to 
their purchase price (ala IHMSA rules which 
specify a cost not to exceed a certain per- 
centage of a typical monthly wage) so as to 
keep Shilens and Wichitas off the line, lots of 
guys would look upon it as a means to use 
their favorite varmint guns in competition, to 
learn more about them, to make them more 
effective in the field, and to make them- 
selves better marksmen and reloaders in 
the process. | envision a line of benches with 
Remington 700 varminters, Ruger 77 HBs, 
Ruger #1s, Savage 112s, and Weatherby 
Varmintmasters on it. | would allow NO 
equipment or components other than that 
offered by the factory. Do you want to stone 
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some burrs off your trigger? Fine. Do you 
want to install a Canjar trigger with a single 
set shoe? Forget it; don’t even ask. Do you 
want to glass bed your stock? Go ahead, 
but at the recoil lug and the tang only, and 
NO pillar bedding. Do you want to swap 
your factory wood stock for a Bell & Carlson 
drop in? NO! What scope can | use? Those 
which are practical for field use: 15X 2” 
Unertl Varmint, 3-9X variable, 6.5-20X 
Leupold, 4-12X, straight 12X, and others. 
36X or 24X benchrest scopes would be pro- 
scribed. So you shoot out a barrel — have it 
rebarreled by the factory. Alter the length of 
pull to suit the shooter, but only buttplates 
or recoil pads would be allowed. In short, 
allow only what the average guy would do to 
make his varmint gun shoot well inexpen- 
sively. There is room for refinement of the 
rules, but, above all, ELIMINATE THE 
EQUIPMENT RACE in this class. And, I'll 
bet you’d see some pretty small groups 
shot by some of these guns, too. Also, think 
of the pressure put on the gun companies by 
this sort of competition. 

The second level of competition occurs to 
me because of the controversy I’ve been 
reading about surrounding the 40-XBBR. | 
think that this level of competition would be 
more difficult to codify, but would be intend- 
ed to bridge the gap between the over-the- 
counter varmint gun and the full blown cus- 
tom gun. As | see it, a guy with a Remington 
700 Varmint .222 who has shot in our new 
classification for a couple of years may de- 
cide that he is ready to move up into a full 
custom rifle and go into the bench game as it 
exists presently. He has the action in his 
present 700, but it would need extensive 
*smithing and perhaps an aluminum sleeve 
in order to be competitive. Even then, ac- 
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cording to some I’ve read, the resulting gun 
might not compete with the rifles made on 
custom actions. So, once again, our shoot- 
er may not be able to move up. Too much 
$$$. 

So, let’s toy with an intermediate classifi- 
cation. Let’s call it the “40-X Class.” | know 
of no other rifle offered by a major maker of 
firearms which fits in the same niche as the 
40-X. Perhaps this class of competition 
would shake another such rifle out of the 
bushes, however. If shooters had to have a 
factory 40-X in order to compete in this 
class, they would benefit in more ways than 
one. First, the current retail price for a 40-XB 
is $1052.00. Lots of bucks, but not the 
$1500.00 or more one would have to pay in 
order to get a full custom rifle from a good 
custom riflesmith. It does leave $448.00 left 
for our prospective shooter to spend on a 
good scope and mount. With the addition of 
reloading gear and components, our shoot- 
er is ready to go against gear of the same 
quality as his. Let him use the 2 oz. trigger or 
any darn scope he wishes to use. His tech- 
nique will have to change slightly. He will 
have to be more sophisticated in his ap- 
proach to loading. The demands for accura- 
cy will be greater. Basically, he will have 
made an adjustment in his shooting which 
will bring him closer to the “big leagues.” 
And, if and when he decides to go full blown 
into the “big leagues,” he has an action 
which, according to some whose writings | 
respect, could be used as the heart of his 
new ultimate rifle. 

Perhaps an added benefit would be to 
have some other major gun company’s cus- 
tom shop make an action or rifle which 
would incorporate features which are desir- 
able for benchrest shooting. For them, this 


sort of thing is really based on economic 
considerations, so maybe the increase in 
shooters of this class could bring a new 
such rifle into being. 
| wish to reemphasize the idea that not 
only do these new classifications allow new 
shooters to get into benchrest shooting with 
less initial expense, but they form sort of a 
pipeline or stairsteps through which or up 
which a shooter moves with greater ease 
and less shock than presently. And, even 
more importantly, the new shooter can 
move up at his/her own pace or even simply 
enjoy staying forever at whichever level pre- 
sents the challenge or interest he or she 
likes best. 
| have always liked varmint guns and var- 
mint shooting, accuracy and accurate rifles, 
military sniping, Wimbledon Cup and Leech 
Cup and Farr Trophy shooting, and 
benchrest shooting. | have always hung 
around the edges, though, because the 
plunge always seemed too great. Perhaps 
there are many out there like me who would 
welcome some sort of competition along 
these lines who would rather ease into it 
than plunge into it. Perhaps | am one of only 
a few. It would be interesting to find out. 
Thanks for taking the time to read this. 
You are doing an outstanding job as editor 
of PRECISION SHOOTING. Your idea of 
“THE BEST OF PRECISION SHOOTING, 
VOLUMES | and I” is also outstanding. Any 
chance they could be had in hard cover? I’m 
sure to have mine dog eared in no time. 
| can’t say “thanks” enough. 
Sincerely, 
Tom Kollin 
8268 Garnet Street 
Juneau, Alaska 
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(RH bolt, RH port) 
(LH bolt, LH port) 
@ Barreled Actions 


@ 3 Position Bolt 
Safety & Replacement 
Bolts for Rem 700 & 
XP100 series 

@ .223 M16 Magazine 
Conv. for Rem 700 
Short Action 

@ .223 M16 Magazine 
Conv. for PAS SLV 


No price differential for any bolt-port configuration. We have anumber of neck-turners (microm- 
eter type) on hand. Also the CPS aluminum skeleton stocks (Quantity prices available). 


Send $1.00 for 32 page catalog of target shooting and accuracy equipment. 
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eos Mo’s Competitor Supplies & Range Inc. 
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President 
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MERRILL MARTIN 


Dear Mr. Martin: 

First, | want to thank you for your many 
excellent articles in “P.S.” magazine. | have 
made copies of all your articles and have as- 
sembled them into a file for future reference. 

| do not have a machine shop and tool 
background like many “P.S.” readers and 
bench rest shooters. My main interest at 
this point is to use your research to try to 
make my rifles (Rem. 37 and Win. 70, 30-06) 
shoot just as accurately as possible. Later | 
may have to purchase new barrels and 
etc. 

At age fourteen (1937), | purchased the 
very first Rem. model 37 that | had ever 
seen. In 1946 | purchased the very first Win- 
chester model 70, 30-06 that | ever saw. | 
am not certain but | feel sure that | have fired 
more that 10,000 rounds through this 30-06 
barrel. | have reloaded (mostly 125 grain Si- 
erra with 52 and 53 grains of IMR 3031 pow- 
der) all these years for this gun plus | have 
shot cases of military ball round ammunition 
that the Army and Marine rifle teams had left 
over from the lots that they brought to Large 
Bore matches in the South Eastern states. 
My friends tell me that this original barrel 
should have been worn out years ago. 

My thinking about my 30-06 is that | must 
have a lot of blow-by using Sierra and etc. 
bullets. If your polyethelene plastic wads 
help seal the gasses behind the cast bullets 
then | feel that these wads will help give 
more velocity and more even velocities. | am 
enclosing two target (copies) for you to see. 
No. 2 on 5-2-88 is the very first target | shot 
with your plastic wads. You can see that | 
really got excited with my first three shots. (I 


said to myself that you were really on to 
something good.) Target No. 6 fired on 
6-16-88 shows what | am getting when 
using the plastic wads behind brass jacket 
bullets. Maybe later | will learn more and re- 
ally tighten up these groups. May need to try 
fire lapping, too. 

On Feb. 2nd | received a Trial Sample Kit 
of lapping compounds from United States 
Products Co. It included the following: 3F 
Crystolon #320 grit, 302-1/2 whichis #400 
grit, 38-500 #500 grit, GK-5 #500 grit, 38- 
900A #900 grit, 38-1200 #2-3 microns and 
Green Rough #1 micron. 

It has been about fifteen years since | 
have really shot my Remington model 37, 
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22 cal. match rifle. It does not group like it 
used to so! decided to try your lapping proc- 
ess. When | pushed a knocked-up bullet 
through the barrel, it felt a little tight just 
after the chamber and again about two to 
ten inches from the muzzle. On Feb. 3rd | 
decided to try your lapping procedure with 
the compounds that | had received the day 
before. 

When | looked at the 22 caliber bullets 
that | had on hand, | decided that the Feder- 
al Hi Power hollow point bullets appeared to 
be a little harder than the other lead bullets. 
The Federal bullets were copper colored 
and | thought that this thin copper coating 
may make them a little bit harder and thus 
better for lapping. Attached are (copies). of 
the targets that | shot. By my sending cop- 
ies of these, you can see everything that 
happened. The bullets | used were cheap- 
on-sale bullets that | purchased in blocks of 
500 rounds at K-Mart and Rose’s store at 
$9.00 and $10.00 per 500. When shooting 
these targets, my friend would tell me that, 
“That shot went low”. He could tell by the 
sound of the bullet hitting the back stop that 
it took longer to get there and maybe he was 
hearing a marked difference in the report as 
the shots were fired. Anyway, these were 
not Match bullets, but | felt that they were 
the best that | had for the lapping process. 

| did not receive any of the No. 220 
Crystolon #220 grit so | had to skip over 
that stage. | feel that this may be the stage 
that gets the most work done. | know my 
bullets were too soft, too! 

The procedure that | followed was as fol- 
lows: 
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Shots Bullet Used 

10 Winchester LR Wildcat 

20 Fed. LR Hi-Power H.P. 
20 Fed. LR Hi-Power H.P. 
20 Fed. LR Hi-Power H.P. 
20 Fed. LR Hi-Power H.P. 
20 Fed. LR Hi-Power H.P. 
20 Fed. LR Hi-Power H.P. 
25 Win. LR Wildcat Lead. 


| cleaned the barrel between each stage. 

| think | will buy Lyman bullet molds 
#225415 and cast some harder 49 Gr. bul- 
lets to finish lapping this rifle with. | can try 
shooting some of these cast bullets in my 
Rem. 700-22/250. 

You have taught me more about casting 
bullets than | have been able to pick up from 
all other sources over all these years. | thank 
you!! Am getting better groups from my 
Browning Hi-Power 9MM and my Smith and 
Wester model 52-2 38 special pistols using 
the correct lead hardness and your plastic 
wads. 

| need to learn more about BRINNELL 
hardness testing! 

Thanks again! 
Henry L. Ford 


Dear Henry: 

Sounds like you have been having a ball 
with the “Fire Lapping.” 

You have a gem in your 06 Mod. 70, the 
same model | bought at about the same 
time. Mine also shot the best with the exact 
same load, the 125 Sierra and 3031 pow- 
der; in fact, | won a bucketful of medals in 
our California State matches with that rifle 
and load — two days without losing a point, 
rapid fire, 200 and 300 yards. 

The kind of accuracy you are trying for 
now is another ball game. Note your 200 
yard targets are strung out horizontally, 
which could be wind conditions or, more 
probably, case orientation in relation to the 
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Lapping Compound 
None 

3F Crystalon 320 Grit 
302-1/2 400 Grit 
38/500 500 Grit 
38/900 900 Grit 
Green R. 1 Micron. 
38/1200 2-3 Micron. 
None 


Target 
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vertical bolt lugs (see articles and tests by 
Creighton Audette). Measure case wall 
thickness near head of case, then mark 
case head with an index mark for the thin 
side and load that side up when shooting. 
Better sort through your brass and find 
cases without wall variation, or no more 
than .001” and in the same weight area, 
plus or minus 2 grains. Careful wind doping 
and good cases should really shrink the 
group out of that gem of a rifle. It worked for 
me. 

Your 22 RF is another thing. Be careful 
and don’t use copper-plated for fire lapping, 
as the abrasive particles don’t imbed too 
easily, if at all. Soft bullets are what you 
want. 

Your groups are fantastic for not using 
match ammo. I’m curious as to how match 
ammo will group now in the Mod. 37. 

Your photo of the basket of closely 
packed bullets for heat-treat quenching 
suggests a possible problem. Great for 
heating and drawing — bad for quenching 
because of difficulty of water-flow around 
individual bullets, preventing rapid cooling. 
If you poured the bullets from the basket 
into a 5-gallon pail of water, then the rapid 
cool rate would be achieved. Neat and or- 
derly sometimes defeats itself. I’m a suc- 
cessful slob! 

I’m really happy my ideas have helped 
you get better accuracy. Have fun! 

Yours truly, 
Merrill D. Martin 


GLENN NEWICK 


Dave “Screamer Meister” Brennan 
37 Burnham St. 
East Hartford, CT 06108 


Dear Dave, 

It’s about time | got to bug you about an 
“Official Screamer” Patch. In the year be- 
fore they were instituted | shot three qualify- 
ing groups. In the years since there hasn't 
been one! 

At the NBRSA Nationals, in the Light Var- 
mint Class, the first match of the day at 200 
yards produced a nice .183” group. Inter- 
esting sidenote, the first four shots went 
into a hole that measures .067” — the third 
time this year | had the first four shots in the 
zeros; one of these days I'll finish a tiny “bug 
hole” at 200. It was shot with a 6PPC, CPS 
ALV action, CPS aluminum stock, Hart Bar- 
rel, Leupold BR 36X a light load of 27.2 
grains of GI H322, Bruno 68 boat tails, Fed- 
eral 205M, Bob White smithed, it’s stretch- 
ing it a bit to call the man who glues the ac- 
tion to the top of the flat topped stock, a 
stocker, but Bob did that also. 

This was the small group for Light Var- 
mint 200, later in the day the same rifle shot 
the small group in Sporter 200, a nice 
.230’ effort. | guess it goes to show that just 
because a rifle is accurate doesn’t mean 
you'll win. In both aggregates | dumb-assed 
my way back into the pack. 

Thanks 
Glenn Newick 
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In my article in June 1989, “Testing a 
Krieger Barrel”, the editor made the com- 
ment, as an introduction to Part Il, that | had 
actually fired the new barrel in a winter 
league match at New Jersey between Part | 
and Part II of that testing. 

We finished up our winter league season 
for heavy varmint class rifles on Sunday, 
April 2nd. Before the match | set up my 
chronographer ten feet from the muzzle, to 
check the load that | had tested the barrel 
with. The temperature was now 55 de- 
grees, on a sunny day. | was using a load of 
28.0 grains of Government Surplus H322, 
lot #111787, with Federal 205M primers 
(lot #5456) and 67.7 grain Euber flat base 
bullets. The first batch that we checked 
were in my older cases, and were full length 
resized. These cases gave an average of 
3076 feet per second, with a variation of 41 
feet per second. 

| then switched to the tight neck cases, 
with the same load. These cases averaged 
3135 feet per second with a variation of 26 
feet per second. This was done with the 
same cases and the same load that | used in 
the last nine groups reported as part one of 
my original testing. The neck tension in 
these cases was much stronger than in the 
full length sized cases, and showed a 59 
feet per second increase in velocity. This 
again proves (if only to me) that neck tension 
and the uniformity thereof is a VERY IM- 
PORTANT factor in rifle accuracy. 

This was the first day since last fall that | 
had shot “out in the open” (i.e., outside of 
the enclosed port at our range). It was com- 
fortably warm, but we had to shoot with the 
midday sun behind the targets. The wind 
had picked up by match time, and switched 
directions rapidly. (Editor: The kind of condi- 
tions that ... well, remember George C. 


GEZA NAGY 


Scott, making a bit of lay-it-on-heavy 
speech at the start of the fine movie, “Pat- 
ton” .. . “All Americans love a good fight.” If 
it ever is revised to ... “all true American 
benchrest shooters love to shoot in a howl- 
ing gale” . . . the editor will be deported the 
very next day.) | managed to shoot a .2934 
aggregate in all this nonsense, with my 
Krieger barrel (Editor: Nothing else?? No 
action, no stock, no scope?? Incredible!!). 
That was good for second place, trailing be- 
hind a nice (for the conditions) aggregate of 
.2866 by Bob White. Bob had the good 
judgement to fire a tidy .100 group; a bit of 
match strategy that did not occur to me until 
later. Unfortunately. Everybody else was in 
the threes — fours — fives — and (Editor: 
No, no, stop there. Let’s not get gruesome 
here). 

We had taken down part of the enclosed 
port for the summer, leaving only four 
benches “inside”. My good friend Ron 
Rosen was the only one to elect to shoot the 
match from “inside”. (Editor: Ron Rosen 
never struck me as being dumb. Does this 
club have a bar? Can one get to the bar di- 
rectly from the enclosed area? At the end of 
the match... was Ron’s bench surrounded 
by Maraschino cherry stems? Is it possible 
that you and Bob White were so preoccu- 
pied with trying to win the match. . . that you 
let Ron Rosen have the most fun of... oh 
well, never mind). 

Ron however had a very difficult time see- 
ing the holes in his target. (Editor: based on 
my suspicions, expressed above. . .|’mnot 
at all surprised). More so than the rest of us 
who shot outside. The group had shot most 
of our matches “inside” throughout the win- 
ter. Sunny, cloudy, cold or warm... we al- 
ways had to contend with more mirage than 
we reasonably expected. | had a heck of a 
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problem getting my scope cleared on over- 
cast days. 

Last summer | had a 24” barrel cham- 
bered for my heavy varmint class rifle. In my 
second match with my new barrel, | was 
cleaning my barrel after a group, when a 
strong gust of wind came by, and blew 
some of my cleaning gear off the bench. | 
made a frantic, and possibly ill-considered 
grab for the “leaving” patches. (Editor: All 
our columnists have the reaction time of 
wild animals. Mere commonplace readers 
should not trifle with them). When the little 
try-to-save-the-patches scene was done, | 
looked back at my rifle. Hmmm .. . there is 
no rifle in the rest. This is not good. Indeed 
... this is alarming. I’ve always trusted my 
fellow shooters. Up until now. But my rifle 
... 1S gone. 

As | looked back at things . . . the 24 inch 
barrel was probably a bit muzzle heavy. And 
| must have had the gun, while cleaning it, a 
bit forward in the rest. It fell straight forward 
with the bent bore brush sticking out of the 
muzzle. The scope got bent all to heck, and 
(as | eventually established) the impact point 
shifted high and to the right. | mean, a lot 
“high and to the right”. Not inches . . . we're 
talkin’ yards here, son. A football field is a 
hundred yards. Lots of football fields, son. 

The damage was done, so | figured that | 
had nothing to lose (Editor: Funny, that’s my 
philosophy when | show up at benchrest 
matches). | elected to hand-straighten the 
scope until | came back to my original point 
of impact. (Editor: Well, there goes the 
neighborhood. We will start publishing six- 
gun articles next month). It worked. By a 
combination of bore-sighting, and twisting 
the scope. . . | reached a point where | elect- 
ed to fire a shot, because | thought | was 
pretty close. Wow. . .| needed one click ele- 
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vation, and one click windage to be back to 
my previous point of impact! (Editor: | per- 
sonally can’t stand shooters who can do 
things like this. I’m confident that much of 
our readership agrees). It seemed to shoot 
well thereafter, but | lacked confidence in it, 
and had it (eventually) cut back to 22%”, 
“and recrowned. 

The scope was a curious dilemma. All 
winter long, when | was inside the enclosed 
port, for love or money | couldn't get the par- 
allax clear. Yet, when | went outside the en- 
closed port, the darn scope was as clear as 
a bell. | had already ordered a replacement 
scope; and certainly would have been 
shootingit. . .ifonlyI’dreceivedit. | can only 
conclude that my scope problems were 
somehow connected to the temperatures 
inside that enclosed part. Bob White, and 
other shooters who elected to shoot outside 
would invariably have clearer scopes ... 
until that time of day that natural mirage 
started to slow . . . about mid-day. 

| also tried a new method to beat this 
problem of sun shining through the back of 
the targets. | take a large black, or green, 
leaf bag, and fold it LOOSELY several 
times, and staple it LOOSELY to the back of 
the target frame. As long as it is loose . . . it 
works like acharm. . . the bullet holes show 
up clear and black. If you staple that leaf bag 
up there too tightly ... you will have the 
same old problem with seeing bullet holes. 

Here’s a Ron Rosen story that may be of 
interest and/or help to some of our readers. 
We were out at the range, and Ron was fire 
forming cases for a hefty capacity, large 
hunting case. Don’t ask me which one; | 
don’t remember. Ron had, however, loaded 
up his cases just a trifle on the warm side. . . 
he was getting very bad cratering of the 
primers. However . . . he found that if he put 
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avery thin coat of lube around the shoulder 
area of the case ... the primers were not 
cratered. While | watched, he tried this sev- 
eral times . . .withlube, and without lube. . . 
and each time the results “without lube” . . . 
worked just fine. Apparently the small 
amount of lube made a lot of difference, al- 
lowing the case to slide into the new shoul- 
der angle, and pressures in the case were 
reduced accordingly. It is never recom- 
mended to use top loads in fire forming 
cases to anew shoulder angle. And, use too 
much lube and you find yourself with a 
formed case with dents. 

Bob White was forming some cases this 
Sunday before the match. The cases were 
for his woodchuck rifle, in .243 caliber. He 
had previously fire-formed some new cases 
with good results. This time he was working 
with some previously fired .308 cases that 
were necked down to .243. | did not ask, but 
the cases appeared to have a sharp angle 
... making this a .243 improved. On this 
particular day Bob was getting splits in the 
shoulder of these work hardened cases. Yet 
he’d had no trouble previously, when work- 
ing with new cases. 

Years ago, when | shot the .308 regularly, 
| used to leave the necks as thick as possi- 
ble. | only turned the necks enough to true 
them up. | sized about one third of the neck 
in anick sizing die, to get the desired neck 
tension. At that period in time | never full 
length sized the cases. After many firings 
the necks were starting to get loose. | ad- 
justed the neck sizing die to size two thirds 
of the neck, to get more neck tension. | 
found that the brass had become work 
hardened in the original position (of one third 


neck sizing), and when | sized them deeper 
(two thirds of the neck) | started to get a lot 
of splits in the area between the two sizings 
of the neck. 

| have never had any problems in full 
length sizing of the PPC cases, because |do - 
it regularly, but also because my full length 
die nearly matches my chamber size. A mis- 
match in sizing die to chamber size could 
create problems. To illustrate, a minimum 
die sizing cases fired in a maximum cham- 
ber. | had such a situation when | was shoot- 
ing the Remington BR case several years 
ago. | had case stretching problems (along 
with many other shooters), and started to 
full length size regularly. 

Either the die was wrong, or the reamer 
that cut the chamber was too big. It took a 
great deal of effort with the press die to size 
the lubed cases in and out of the die. | want- 
ed easy chambering of the cases, which | 
have always felt desirable. The problem 
was such that | was getting blow-by of the 
the gasses all the way into the extractor 
groove at the head of the cases. It was areal 
chore cleaning the black soot from the 
cases after firing them, but | won our winter 
league with that set-up one year, all the 
dumb little attending problems not with 
standing. Yet | never had any splits of the 
sidewalls during this period. | did have prob- 
lems with splits in these cases at the junc- 
ture of the neck, where it meets the shoul- 
der. That was due to turning the necks too 
far into the shoulder. The necks had to be 
turned before the cases would chamber, 
but the case forming process made it diffi- 
cult to find the exact spot to turn the necks 
to. 
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There’s a new 
lightning fast solvent 
in town that eats 
copper for breakfast. 


It’s called Hoppe’s Bench Rest-9, and it’s 
the only copper-solvent that can clean 
your bore of copper fouling overnight. 

This is important for bench rest shooters, 
who typically fire 25 rounds or more at a 
time—or for any serious hunter who 
believes in practice. The point is, the more 
you shoot—especially the heavier loads— 
the more copper fouling you'll get. And 
until now you would’ve been cleaning your 
barrel for the better part of a week to 
get the copper fouling out. 

Hoppe’s Bench Rest-9 changes all that. 

It’s powerful, safe and fast. And yes, it 
will clean copper out of your barrel 
overnight. 


A GUN BARREL CLEANED WITH 
HOPPE'S BENCH REST-9 
GROUPS BETTER. 


That’s because the lands and grooves in 
your barrel perform better when they are 
free of copper fouling build-up. 

Hoppe’s Bench 
Rest-9 works fast to 
clear the bore of cop- 
per deposits. Which 
means you'll get 
enough centrifugal 
“spin” in your shots 


Hoppe’s Bench Rest-9 


gee te 6 init to assure accuracy 
$0 you can zeroin on and tighter groups. 
tighter groups. It’s really true— 


a clean bore shoots better. And with 
Hoppe’s Bench Rest-9, that’s precisely 
what you get. It'll get out those deposits 
you don’t even know are there—until you 


run some patches of Bench Rest-9 through 


your barrel. 


GETS OUT LEAD, POWDER FORMULATED ESPECIALLY 
AND PLASTIC FOULING. FOR BENCH REST SHOOTERS. 
You don’t have to be a Camp Perry shooter WHAT'S IN IT FOR ME? 
to benefit from Hoppe’s Bench Rest-9. Sevious hunters 
It’s also great for removing primer, shoot-a lot. 


powder, lead build-ups and plastic foulings. 
So when your handgun or shotgun needs 
an occasional extra cleaning, you'll want to 
have Hoppe’s Bench Rest-9 on hand. 


CONTAINS NO ABRASIVES. 


Some bore cleaning products depend on 
abrasives to get out copper deposits. This 
means you run the risk of metal removal 
along with copper fouling removal. This 
could effect the sharpness of the lands and 
ultimately accuracy and grouping. 

Hoppe’s Bench Rest-9 works faster than 
any solvent you can buy—and it does it 
safely—by chemical action. No abrasives. 


_ HOPPE'S 


If you’re spending 
as much time on the 
rifle range as you | 
should be, and if you 
need to fire off a few 
extra groups to get your scope sighted in, 
you're going to burn lots of ammo. So even 
if you're not a bench rest shooter, you’re 
going to get copper fouling in your bore. 

That's when you need Hoppe’s Bench 
Rest-9. 


HOPPE'’S BENCH REST9 
DOESN'T REPLACE 
HOPPE’ NO. 9. = 


Shooters have been 
relying on Hoppe’s No. 9 
nitro solvent for genera- 
tions. It’s still the best all 
around solvent for most 
cleaning situations. And 
especially for that fine 
old double that’s been in 
the family for years. 

Each solvent has its 
place—Bench Rest-9 for the extra dirty 
work. No. 9 for the every day cleaning. You 
could say they're partners. 


HOPPESG) 


A DIVISION OF PENGUIN INDUSTRIES, INC. 
AIRPORT INDUSTRIAL MALL 
COATESVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 19320, U.S.A. 
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Actually the title is a bit misleading, we 
just didn’t tell them we were coming, in case 
some of the natives might be readers of Pre- 
cision Shooting. Anyhow, late in April Joe 
Kelly and! went to southern Idaho to investi- 
gate this business of shooting rockchucks. 
We had planned a four day trip but other 
things got in the way so we just spent the 
weekend. We left Wyoming long before 
daylight and seven hours later found our- 
selves in beautiful downtown Carey, Idaho. 
Now mind you, we really didn’t know where 
we were going but the rumour mill and other 
sources indicated that this was a good area. 
In Carey we stopped and talked to arancher 
on horseback who was busy herding his 
cattle down the main street (see photo). He 
kindly pointed us down the road towards his 
ranch after wondering out loud why anyone 
would drive all the way from Wyoming just 
to shoot rockchucks. Actually most of the 
people we met wondered the same thing 
but seemed to come to the conclusion that 
we were EASTERNERS, which explained 
everything. 

Anyhow we found the ranch easily 
enough and also the roadchucks. It turns 
out the roadchucks are actually yellow- 
bellied marmots which we also have in Wyo- 


ming, but don’t tell my wife of she will ques- 
tion the need of another varmit safari. This 
area of Idaho is mostly lava fields from some 
long extinct volcano. The rockchucks like to 
live in the lava so in order to shoot them you 
have to goin after them. They are quiet cun- 
ning, having a habit of digging holes in the 
road to ambush unwary hunters (see 
photo). They also have the ability to flatten 
themselves out like a plate on a rock and 
turn themselves the same color as the lava. 
However, they also have bad nerves and 
have to move after awhile, so we were able 
to see them and pick them off. 

This was all close range work in the rocks 
so no great precision was required. The 22- 
250 and the .221 Fireball saw all the use. 
The .221 belongs to the Old Fart. It was built 
by the late Tom Seitz for benchrest pistol 
matches and sports a tight chamber, 
McMillan stainless barrel and a custom 
maple stock. Accuracy form this gun is very 
good indeed considering the old Weaver 
K10 mounted on it. This kind of shooting 
was very interesting and great fun but the 
rockchucks were not very aggressive, no 
eyeball-popping, teeth-bared charges, no 
nuthin’. After a few hours we cruised down 
to Twin Falls to look at the Snake River can- 


Alfalfa field sets up difficult problems. 
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BWANA AND THE OLD FART 
INVADE IDAHO 


by Boyd Mace 


yon area, having heard there was good 
shooting there. 

Now, | don’t remember where | heard that 
but the Twin Falls area has very few 
rockchucks since we found only one that we 
could shoot at, and missed it completely at 
that. This area of Idaho is all cultivated farm 
land and impossible to shoot in so | guess 
whatever rockchucks might exist must be 
house pets. We stayed the night in a hotel 
and ate dinner in a restaurant which | nomi- 
nate as having the Second Worst Food in 
Idaho. 

Next morning we were back in Carey. A 
tip from a sporting goods-cafe-bar- 
hardware-grocery store clerk sent us up the 
Little Wood River. A few miles up we found 
what appeared to be the biggest ranch in 
the Civilized Colonies. The scenery here 
was magnificent, better than some of our 
national parks. The ranch owner was nice 
too, and didn’t question our reason for driv- 
ing so far to shoot rodents. | promised not to 
reveal the name of the ranch since he does- 
n’t want thousands of hunters descending 
on him. Anyone wanting to hunt in this area 
be sure to get permission from the landown- 
ers and don’t forget to buy an Idaho hunting 

Continued on next page 


Setting up the gear. 
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The Old Fart discovers rockchucks like to dig holes in 


roads. 


BOYD MACE 


Continued 


license which costs eleven bucks. | never 
did learn how large the ranch was but it 
stretched several miles and the owner re- 
marked that the hayfield below the ranch 
house alone contained 5000 acres. He gave 
us some directions and off we went. 

We found a large number of rockchucks 
in alarge alfalfa field, of all places. How large 
the field was | don’t know but! would recom- 
mend a compass for those with a poor 
sense of direction, in order to find your way 
back out. We set up the portable bench and 
plinked away leisurely for several hours. 
Here we used the 6MM, the 6MM Improved 
and the Old Fart’s .257 Improved. | man- 
aged to break a scope base screw on the 
Jaybird and had to put it away since | didn’t 
have a spare ... It was tempting to steal 
one from one of Kelly’s rifles since he proba- 
bly wouldn't have noticed anyway, but | did- 
n't. 


THE BOB PEASE 
COLLECTIONS, 


are spiral bound booklets on accuracy rifle shoot- 
ing. Written expressly to help guide you on bed- 
ding, accurizing, case preparation, neck turning, 
rifle preparation, scoping, loading and shooting 
techniques for rifle accuracy. All three Volumes 
have been revised, fully indexed and provided 
with Tables of Contents. Vol. I, Vol. II, and Vol. III 
are $6.00 each plus $1 first class postage per vol- 
ume. ALL THREE booklets together are $20 by 
FIRST CLASS mail. Bob Pease Accuracy, POB 
310787, New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787. 
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This was some of the finest varmit hunt- 
ing | have ever experienced. The weather 
was good, the scenery just breath-taking, 
and the mirage bad enough to bring tears to 
your eyes. The breeze was about 4-6 MPH 
and shifting (reverses). The mirage was 
weird, you could get a clear image in the 
scope but it would sometimes be as much 
as 18 inches off target at 500 yards. The re- 
verses were difficult to pick up, no wind 
flags, no high grass, trees, or anything to 
use for indicators. This was great fun and 
resulted in several mighty spectacular miss- 
es. 

Later we moved on down the valley and 
shot in an area we had visited earlier that 
morning. The rockchucks were in a pile of 
rocks on the lower slope of a mountain. We 
set up the bench in the middle of a field 
about 500 yards from the rocks and fired 
away with all our artillery. The wind wasn’t 
bad, considering, but that weird mirage ate 
our lunch. For those in doubt we did kill quite 
a few rockchucks but certainly didn’t put 


AIR GAGE BARRELS 


FOR CLOSEST TOLERANCE — In 
“Chrome-Moly” and Stainless Steel. All 
calibers up to 458 Winchester. Blanks or 
Finished Turned in standard or target 
tolerance chambers. 


Ask for free data on all our services. 
DISCOUNTS TO GUNSMITHS. 


Write to 


DOUGLAS BARRELS, INC. 
5504 Big Tyler Road 
Charleston, West Virginia 25312 


The author, the .221 Fireball and arockchuck. 


much of a dent in the population. Eventually 
we gave up on the long range fun and 
moved into about 300 yards. | even took a 
few potshots with the 6PPC. Believe me, a 
36X scope is exactly what you do not need 
for this kind of work, the field of view is next 
to nothing and the magnification makes the 
mirage like looking through a swimming 
pool. The little 62 grain bullet dances every- 
where in the wind. Never hit a thing with it at 
this range. We stayed late in the afternoon 
and hit the road back to Wyoming. If | make 
this trip again | will bring along a fishing rod 
and the canoe since the fishing is said to be 
very good. Sun Valley is only about 20 miles 
away and the Little Wood reservoir has a 
campground and spectacular scenery. | re- 
alize that | am getting a bit long winded so | 
will close this letter now. Best wishes. 

Boyd Mace 

1300 New Hampshire 46 

Rock Springs, Wyo. 

82901 


DAVIDSON PRODUCTS 
FOR SHOOTERS 


Action sleeves, barrel changers, bolt plugs. 


Bases for Kelbly rings, seating 
depth checkers. 


Send for brochure of these 
and other items. 


A.L. DAVIDSON 
2020 Huntington Dr. 
Las Cruces, N.M. 88001 
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The 6MM and 85 gr. HP is good combination on 
rockchucks. 


Kelly shooting at 500 yards. 


Varmit hunting sure is hard work. 


The scenery is worth the trip. 
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BENCHREST ROTATION 


TO: Norm Dixon 
Eric Sinclair 


Smiley Hensley 
Ron Hoehn 


Dwight Scott 
Kit Jansen 


Walt Balch 
John Piccoli 


lam planning to publish an article on the sometimes controversial subject of benchrest rotation. We have all heard 
arguments for and against the various options open to us. People’s opinions are based on personal preferences, real 
or imagined condition advantages at popular ranges, economic considerations, tradition, a sense of fair play, and 
many others too numerous to mention. 
In an effort to address the issue some of our small to medium sized clubs are presently experimenting with modified 
rotation rules. As an example, rotation at yardage changes alone is becoming quite popular. It seems to placate the 
fellow that INSISTS on rotating benches and is often viewed as an ACCEPTABLE trade off by the fellow that sees 
some advantage in shooting the same bench all weekend. 
The subject of flags also seems to be related to this topic. Many people feel if they were only required to rotate once 
during the day, they could easily reset one line of flags during lunch. This would spare them the expense of buying or 
constructing 15-30 flags and the often bothersome task of setting and retrieving them. This point of view is widely 
shared by those individuals that carry the full compliment of flags to matches. They often feel they are being take 
advantage of by those that don’t bother to bring even one. A valid point? 
Would you please consider commenting, for publication, on the above topic? Your help in this matter would be 
greatly appreciated and if you could get back to me by the first of July even better! Thanks for your help. 
With kind regards, 


NORM DIXON 


Dear John, 

The subject of bench rotation at matches 
is one that | have often considered and do 
have some definite opinions about. The rel- 
ative “advantage” of bench position at most 
ranges | have shot changes as the day pro- 
gresses. That is to say that an “advantage” 
at bench #1 in the morning is likely to be an 
“advantage” at bench #15 at noontime and 
an “advantage” at bench #30 in the later af- 
ternoon. Time becomes the equalizer. The 
idea of not rotating benches is also one that 
appeals to me because of the obvious de- 
crease in the amount of lifting and toting in- 
volved. Lord knows that we all have enough 
to think about in trying to put the elusive 
“screamer” downrange, so that anything 
which allows us to spend more time observ- 
ing and cogitating and less time lugging is 
desirable. It would also be a boon to some of 
our older and less robust shooters to whom 
dragging 40 Ibs. of equipment around each 
relay is a distinctly burdensome chore. 

There is no doubt that all of us take ad- 
vantage of the few shooters with enough 
dedication, time, and/or financial resources 
to not only show up with a complete set of 
wind flags but also take the time and effort 
to set them up and later dismantle and re- 
pack them. | am among the great majority of 
us who do not own a set of flags. It is not so 
much that | am not inclined or able to make 
them, but the extra time, effort, and weight 
involved has always made it something that 
| left for the other fellow to do, or that | would 
“get around to” someday. If the time should 
come when | did not have to rotate benches, 
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John J. Gammuto 


| would have my own set of flags ready for 
the next match. | believe this “non-rotation” 
would encourage many other shooters to 
do the same. The net result would probably 
be an increase in the number of flags at any 
given match as well as smaller aggs as more 
shooters learned to judge conditions more 
accurately by using the same flags consist- 
ently. 

To sum it up, I’m all in favor of eliminating 
bench rotation between relays and perhaps 
even between yardages. It would not only 
add to my personal enjoyment of our sport 
but might encourage some of our older 
shooters to remain with us longer as well as 
increase the confidence and competence of 
us all in our ability to discern the “perfect” 
condition. 

Thanks for asking, and may all your 
groups be little ones! 

Sincerely, 
Norm Dixon 


ERIC SINCLAIR 


Dear John, 

Bench rotation? Good question! 

| think everybody you ask will say to keep 
things honest you have to rotate benches. | 
know rotating is a hassle and that things 
would be much simpler if we didn’t bother. It 
sure would make things easier on our target 
crews! As you know, benchrest shooting is 
a game of skill and one of the required skills 
is being able to dope conditions. Bench ro- 
tation seems to add to the competitive envi- 
ronment and eliminate the questions rela- 
tive to “preferred” benches. On the other 


hand, | don’t see theneed to rotate at some 
of the smaller local matches. NORMALLY 
there isn’t any great advantage in sittting at 
one bench over another. 

My suggestion is that we leave the matter 
up to the ranges and hope that they base 
their decisions on the general consensus of 
their guests. After all, the average shooter 
probably doesn’t care what bench he’s on 
as long as he has one to shoot off of. 

Flags? Most people won’t agree with me 
on this one, but. .. MOST PEOPLE seldom 
do! | believe there are too many flags at 
most matches. I’ve been to four shoots this 
year and all of them were “over-flagged”. By 
this | mean there were more flags than 
blades of grass!! | have a couple of sugges- 
tions that outwardly seem to address the 
problem. Maybe your readership would 
care to comment on them? 

1. Have the ranges supply and set all 
flags. | Know this would be a pain in the --- for 
the clubs but | think the long term effect 
would be beneficial to the game. 

2. Do away with flags all together. Just 
shoot with what you see through your 
scope and what you feel on your body. 

Now, | didn’t say they were good sugges- 
tions! Just things to consider. The reason | 
feel this way is because | don’t believe that a 
shooter should have to carry 150 Ibs. of 
wood, plastic, and metal to the range just to 
be competitive. 

| realize most top competitors carry a full 
compliment of flags to every match and this 
alone says something about their relative 
worth. Maybe that’s why I’m not a top 
shooter!! 

Eric Sinclair 
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SMILEY HENSLEY 


John: 

| amin favor of drawing a bench for the en- 
tire match. If one side of the range is better 
or worse, itis still the luck of the draw. | think 
a good shooter will come through no matter 
which side of the range they draw. 

On the subject of rotating benches after 
each match, or at lunch time, | prefer draw- 
ing one bench and not rotating but | would 
go along with the one row rotation of flags 
just fine. 

My problem is that | travel with Tony and 
we don’t have room for two full compliment 
of wind flags. This type of rotation every 
shooter can have their own flags, if they pre- 
fer, at less expense. 

Such matches of great importance as the 
Super Shoot and Nationals, probably 
should rotate benches. 

Everything in general it would make 
shooting a lot easier on the individuals 
whether they have wind flags or not. 

Respectfully yours, 
Smiley L. Hensley 


RON HOEHN 


Dear John: 

| will be glad to give my opinion on bench 
rotation and wind flags. 

Here in St. Louis, as on many other rang- 
es, there are some folks that think some 
benches are better than others. | do not 
happen to be one of those people. While | 
will agree that on any given day a particular 
bench “seems” to be better, | think that the 
way we perceive a bench to be (Good or 
Bad) can play an important part on how we 
shoot. 

As our sport is about 90% mental, if you 
perceive yourself to be on a “bad” bench, 
you are going to have one heck of a time 
shooting good groups. You will be sitting 
there just waiting for the conditions to take 
your shots out of the group, and sure 
enough, they will. At that point, you will 
blame the bench for your poor shooting. On 
the other hand, if you believe you are on a 
“good” bench, you truly believe that all your 
shots are going where you want them to 
and, with the confidence that they will, they 
do just that. And if by some chance they 
don’t, you won't blame the bench, but 
blame it on a bad hold, or something you did 
wrong. 

Now before everyone wants to stick me 
on bench #1 or #50 at every match | go to, | 
will admit that the end benches on some 
ranges are tougher than others, simply be- 
cause you don't get a very good look at con- 
ditions coming your way or they are 12 inch- 
es or 8 feet off the ground. Some have 
mounds, open areas, closed areas, or lev- 


Continued on next page 
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B-SQUARE TOOL SPECIALS 


Dee emer 


Super Mag Arbor Press 


B-Square's super mag arbor press 
for precision reloading and industrial 
use has twin posts for "no-spring.” All 
the load is between the posts. It easily 
resizes all caliber brass. 

The press head is fully adjustable up 
and down on threaded posts for se- 
cure positioning. The ram, with re- 
placeable brass caps and spring re- 
turn, has over a 1-inch stroke. The 
handle is adjustable and the press can 
be used right- or left-handed. 

Lightweight and portable for range 
use, this press willbe awelcomebench 
rest loading tool. It's rated approxi- 
mately 1 ton. 
$79.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 


Folding Rifle Rest 


B-Square's rifle rest makes the 
perfect portable rest. It fits into a 
4"x4"x10" box, and the legs unfold 
to a 13" diameter with 4-8" height 
adjustment. 

The 8 pound professional fullsize 
rest features hardened leveling 
screws, aspoked height adjustment 
wheel and split clamp housings for 
rigidity. 
$69.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 


B-Square Precision Shooting Accessories 


available from: 


INCLAIR | 
1200 Asbury Dr., New Haven, 
IN 46774. (219) 493-1858 


¢ HEINZ HENKE 
Loenstrasse Postfach 1141, 


D-4476 Werlte, West Germany. 
5951/2729. FAX 5951/2727 


B-SQUARE CO. P.O. Box 11281, Fort Worth, TX 76110 
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- BOB PEASE ACCURACY ; 
P.O. Box 310787, Zipp Rd. 
New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787 
(512) 625-1342 


- CUSTOM PRODUCTS 
RD No. 1, Box 483, Saegertown, 
PA 16433. (814) 763-2769 


BENCHREST ROTATION 


Continued 
ees to shoot up against, but for the average 


range, a bench will not win or lose a match 
for you. What | feel is very important is to 
have a fair drawing for benches. The law of 
average will get you the end of the range a 
lot less than somewhere in the middle. 

Here in St. Louis, when | go to the range 
to practice, | will set up on bench #4 or #15, 
not because | think they are any better, but 
because | can set my wind flags without 
walking through sand-burrs. There is an as- 
phalt walk to the targets in front of benches 
#4 and #15, and that is the reason for pick- 
ing those benches. If | go to the range at 
dawn, | will go to bench #15, because the 
tree line will help keep the sun out of my 
eyes. 

We draw for benchest at local matches 
and shoot the same bench for the whole 
weekend. This makes it very easy to set 
flags once, and spend the rest of the time 
shooting and having some fun. No need to 
get to the range any earlier than necessary 
on Sunday morning, every thing is set, your 
flags are ready, just go shoot and have 
fun. 

At the larger shoots, the practice of rotat- 
ing benches once a day is fine with me 
(move 25 benches on a 50 bench range). | 
would recommend moving 10 benches 
every day at the Nationals, so that over the 


course of a 6 day shot, everyone would get 
a chance to shoot on what they perceived to 
be the good AND the bad benches. A four 
day shoot, like the Super Shoot, could have 
the rotation be 15 benches per day. 

Wind flags are expensive, and are a chore 
to put out when rotating benches for every 
group. If you have 5 flags per bench, setting 
25 flags every morning is not my idea of hav- 
ing fun. 

For anyone that truly believes that a 
bench determines the outcome of a rifle 
match, | would like to point out that we have 
rotated benches at the Super Shoot and 
Nationals for as long as | can remember. | 
would ask them to look at the match reports 
and see if they can tell what bench was the 
best and what bench was the worst from 
the scores shot. | will guaranteed they CAN- 
NOT tell what bench or end of the range is 
good or bad! The winners shot excellent 
groups on ALL benches and the rest of us 
shot average groups on the entire range. 
We have all shot good groups on the so 
called “bad end of the range” and terrible 
looking groups on the “good end”. To fur- 
ther point out the good/bad bench theory, 
look at the results of a large match with 
bench rotation, and take a hand full of new 
shooters, and look at their group sizes. | do 
not believe you will see any correlation be- 
tween benches and group size. 

| have enjoyed giving you my comments, 


and hopefully, we can make the sport a little 
more enjoyable and less of a chore. 

An added benefit to bench rotation once a 
day would be less cross fires due to not wor- 
rying about what bench you were supposed 
to be on for every relay. 

Sincerely, 
Ron Hoehn 


DWIGHT SCOTT 


I guess | should start by saying | strongly 
favor rotation at the yardages only. This 
seems to be a good compromise between 
one bench all weekend and the “WORK” re- 
quired to set 5 rows of flags. | won't argue 
that bench rotation, and a fair bench draw, 
would be ideal, but | just don’t think it’s prac- 
tical, or in the best interests of the sport. 
Many people can only arrive at a match late 
on Friday night or early Saturday morning, 
and to be setting 5 rows of flags, set up’a 
loading area, and generally getting ready to 
shoot, is overpowering. Most matches start 
at 9:00 a.m., and you can easily feel over- 
whelmed. There seems to be much talk 
these days about drawing new shooters 
into the game, and the costs associated 
with the sport, but how about the new 
shooter’s first impressions? Even the small- 
er matches require some travel, then the 
pace of the match, with the loading and 
cleaning, etc. . . . this has got to have an ef- 
fect on the new shooter and the fellow that 


THE BEST OF PRECISION SHOOTING 


VOLUME ONE 


August, 1982 - February 1986 


Now available — 164 pages 


The most popular articles from the first three and a half years 


of Dave Brennan’s editorship. 


Price is $8.50, plus $2.50 shipping and handling. 
(Foreign postage is $5.00 Surface Delivery, and $13.00 Air Mail) 


You may order from: John Hollister, R.D. #2, 
Box 2395, Whitehall, New York 12887-9539. 


Also available from these sources: R.W. Hart & Son, Inc., 
Bruno Shooters Supply, Sinclair International, Inc. 
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just came out to see what this game is all 
about. Start at 9:00, shoot ‘till 6:00, then do 
it again on Sunday, motels, travel, and the 
pressures of competition ... this must 
make many people think twice about toss- 
ing their hats into the ring. 

One row of flags would offer some relief. 
The Crawfish and the Cactus Classic both 
rotate only at yardages to help the shooter, 
and | doubt that anyone would argue that 
this dilutes the prestige of either of these 
matches. 

Right now I’m rambling, because I’m 
tired, and I'd like to see things change for 
the better. As you know, benchrestis a lot of 
work! The logistics of getting toa match and 
shooting can be a pain. 

Maybe some of the people that want to 
preserve 5 rotations would change their 
minds if benches were always drawn at 
8:00 a.m. Saturday morning. Then people 
who work on Fridays won't be at such a dis- 
advantage with locals and retirees who can 
easily set flags on Friday. 

Flags are important, especially your own, 
once you get used to them. Things get com- 
plicated when there are 2 relays and people 
insist on rotating. With 2 relays and 5 rota- 
tions there are 10 people on each bench. 
Can you imagine 10 sets of flags on each 
line? Sometimes it appears to be that way, 
especially at some of the medium to larger 
matches. 

Few ranges | know of have favored 
benches, most of this is folklore. | DO know 
of several ranges that have favored rota- 
tions and lax bench drawing procedures. 
The same people are always on the same 
rotation. This is a MORE UNFAVORABLE 
SITUATION than rotating at yardages 
alone. 

Dwight Scott 


KIT JANSEN 


First | would like to thank you from the 
‘bottom of my powder measure for soliciting 
my humble opinion. As you know, until a 
year ago or so all | knew about bench rota- 
tion and wind flags was that you sat on one 
and watched the other. In fact it wasn’t until 
the last Super Shoot that | found out what 
the word “condition” meant. (I don’t think 
Dave knew either but he won’t admit it.) It 
wasn't until the “Gonzo Guy” (Dick 
Maretzo) explained it all over a martini at 
last year’s Super Shoot that | finally realized 
what all those pinwheels were out there for. 
It was only through numerous de-briefing 
sessions that | became familiar with “back 
to front,” “left to right,” “and what “got 
caught” meant. The “Mongolian Gunsmith 
from Yonkers” (Jimmy Greenawalt) filled me 
in on the latter. He says he’s an expert? | 
can only take his word for it. Once | became 
familiar with all this “high tech stuff” | came 
Continued on next page 
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BRUNO 


SHOOTERS SUPPLY 


NEW LEUPOLD 36X SCOPES 
Available in Silver. See below. 
BRUNO SHOOTERS NEW DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR SWEETS 7.62 SOLV. 
ADJ. SHOOT STOOL 
Padded Seat Solid Oak $39.95 
BAUSCH & LOMB - 36X SCOPES 
Dot $339.95 — Xhair $334.95 
“THE BEST OF 
PRECISION SHOOTING” $8.50 
H322 - 8 Ibs. - $89.95 


Federal 205m Primers per 1000, Sm. or Lg. 
Rem. 72m Primers per 1000, Sm. or Lg. 
Bonanza F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC 
Redding F.L. Size Dies 22 or 6PPC 
Hart Rifle Rest (Varmint) 
J-4 Jackets 22 cal. 
J-4 Jackets 6mm 
Lead Wire 3/16” 25 Ib. spool 
Kleinendorst Bolt Disengagement Tool 
Lee Auto Prime (2 trays) 
Davidson Bullet Puller 
New Leupold (X-Hair) 36X 
New Leupold (Dot) 36X 
New Leupold (X-Hair) Silver 36X 
New Leupold (Dot) Silver 36X 
Canjar LP Rem. 2 oz. Trigger 
Hart 2 oz. Trigger 
Tuller Sand Bags Rear, Bunny, Rabbit 
Tuller Sand Bags Front #1 Hunt. Rifle 
Tuller Sand Bags #2 2/2” competition 
Tuller Sand Bags #3 3” wide 
Tuller Heavy Duty Bolt Holster 
Uncle Mike’s Scope Caps 
Bushnell Lt. Wt. Scope Rings 
Bushnell 1” (wide) Lt. Wt. 
Comparitor Micrometer (carbide) reads 

in millionths é 
Dial Caliper 6” Mitutoyo 
Dial Caliper 6’’Stainless Steel 
Ball Micrometer 
Standard 1” Micrometer 1-10,000 carbide 
Lyman Culver Powder Measure 
PPC Cases Sako-USA 
Shooting Stools, solid oak w/viny! padded seat 
Never Dull - can 
Whitetail Carbide Primer Pocket Uniformer 
Bruno Aluminum Side Tension Rest Top 


Bruno Loading Block (PPC), Lucite, Holds 20 .. 


Bruno 310 Tool Neck Size Die, Accepts Wilson 
Bushings (Less Bushing) 

Bruno Custom Bolt Holster 

Bruno Custom Scope Covers (Specify model) 
New 36X Leupold 
Old 36X Leupold 
Bausch & Lomb 

Bruno Delrin Loading Block, 
White, holds twenty 

Hart Rifle Barrels 

Bald Eagle Front Rest 


Cleaning Supplies 
Bruno Custom Core Brush 
New 17 Cal Rifle Per Piece 
22, 6mm, 25, 6.5, 270, 7mm, 30, 303, 8mm, 


338, 35, 375, 458 Per Dozen 
Pistol - 22, 38, 9mm, 41, 44, 45 Per Dozen 
Bore Guides with O Ring - 


Rem, Hart, Stolle, Shilen, Winchester 
(State Caliber — be specific) 
Hall, Wichita, other 


Please include payment with order. Inclu 
COD orders. All orders will be shipped UP. 


complete price sheet to: 


VISA 


10 - 5th St. 


$ 18.95 
16.95 
16.95 
24.75 
93.00 
38.95 
42.95 
25.00 
21.95 
13.95 


2hole 12.95 3hole 13.50 


357.95 
369.95 
369.95 
381.95 
99.95 
98.00 
12.50 
8.95 
8.95 
8.95 
7.95 
10.95 
12.95 
9.95 


199.95 
74.95 
47.95 
84.95 
28.95 

171.95 

81 
39.95 
3.25 
20.00 
45.00 
11.95 


75.00 
12.00 


12.00 
12.00 
12.00 


11.95 


206.00 
129.95 


$ 1.75 


9.25 
9.25 


12.95 
14.95 


de ample shipping, overpayments will be refunded. ADD 2.90 for 
S. PA residents add 6% sales tax. Dealer price sheets available 
with signed copy of FFL. Prices subject to change without notice. Other products available. Write for 


BRUNO SHOOTERS SUPPLY 
Kelayres, Pa. 18231 

(717) 929-1791 
(717) 929-3022 


Patches - Bruno Cotton Flannel 


22 Cal 1% Square Per M 6.45 
6mm Cal. 1% Square Per 500 = a soe 5.00 
6mm or 30 Cal 2” Rd. Per 500 5.75 


Lube - Solvents - Solvent Bottles 


Bruno - Bolt Lube Plastic Syringe ......... 2.95 
Gold Medallion - 4 oz. ... : : 4.95 
Marksmans Choice - 16 oz. Bottle. . ; 15.70 
Marksmans Choice - 4 oz. Bottle............ 4.95 
Solvent Bottles Leak Proof 2 oz. 3.00 
Solvent Bottles Leak Proof 4 oz. . . Gas 3,25 
Sweets 7.62 Solvent 8 oz. : 5.45 
Hoppes #9 (Old) w/Nitro - Gallon ; 45.00 
Hoppes #9 (Old) w/Nitro- Qt........ F 13.95 
Hoppes #9 (Old) w/Nitro - Pint 8.95 
New Hoppies Bench Rest - 4 0z.. . dep ok 5.50 
New Hoppies Bench Rest - 16 oz. 15.50 


Sweets - Swabs 
22 Sweets Swabs 1 
6mm Sweets Swabs ; ; 1.00 
7mm Sweets Swabs 1.00 
30 & Up Sweets Swabs ... 1.01 
Chamber Swab - PPC, .222, 7mm, 308 1 


Bruno Bullets 
22 Cal. 52 Grain FB.... . 10.95 
New 22 Cal. 57 Grain FB ; 10.95 
New 22 Cal. 63 Grain FB . 10.95 
6mm 63, 65, 68, 70 FB 11.50 
6mm 63, 65, 68, 70 BT 11.95 


(Min. Order 500 per caliber and weight) 


Sinclair Products 
Sinclair Arbor Press 63.00 
Sinclair Neck Turner - Two Calibers meee ’ 53.00 
Mandrel for Neck Turner 9.50 
Sinclair Concentricity Fixture . 48.00 
Sinclair Rifle Caddy - Stand - 1 Caliber 30.00 
Sinclair Rifle Caddy - Stand - 2 Caliber.......... 51.00 
Sinclair Side Tension Rest Top (New 1986)...... 41.00 
Sinclair Adj. Seating Die - State Caliber 69.00 
Sinclair Action Cleaning Kit. 23 id 16.50 
Sinclair Pill Bottle Adapt. Lyman, Reading 17.95 
Sinclair Neck Expander 2 Calibers : 20.25 
Sinclair Case Length Trimmer Mini, 22, 6mm . 15.00 
Sinclair Primer Pocket Uniformer aget . 18.95 
Sinclair Carbide Primer Pocket Uniformer 33.95 
Sinclair Bolt Disengagement Tool Remington . 16.75 
Sinclair Deluxe Deburing Tool with 

Shouldered Top Large Flash Hole 15.00 
Sinclair Deburing Tool - Flash Hole PPC......... 13.50 
Sinclair Powder Measure Bracket 12.00 
Sinclair Seating Depth Comparitor 6 Calibers 10.95 
Parker Hale Coated Rods 

17 Cal. - 32” Coated Rifle 16.50 

17 Cal. - Jag , die 2.50 

22, 6mm, 30 - 37” Rifle Rod. . ia ORE OR 16.50 

22, 6mm, 30 - 44” Rifle Rod ‘ 16.50 

Jag or Adaptor Per Piece : a 2.50 


Dewey Coated Rods 


22, 6mm - 36” Rod . 15.00 
22, 6mm - 44” Rod 15.50 
30 Cal. - 36” Rod s 16.00 
30 Cal. - 44” Rod .. 16.50 
Jag - 22, 30 . 2.25 
Adaptor 22, 30. 2.25 
Dewey 17 cal. Stainless Steel Rod 36” 18.00 
Dewey 17 cal. Jag ; jmvacigdead i@teo 
Wilson 
Case Trimmer 3 24.36 
Case Holder , NG tnd 4.38 
Neck Size Die, Less Bushing ie gatny ... 28,80 
Straight Line Bullet Seater. ............-.5- 28.80 
Bushing, Reversible . . d : ae 6.95 
Full Length Resizing Die ; 13.65 


MasterCard 
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BENCHREST ROTATION 


Continued 


to realize that something must affect that lit- 
tle 68 grain pill between the muzzle and the 
paper. 

Now to your question — considering our 
individual natures and personal prefer- 
ences, wouldn't it be great if we could go to 
a match, draw a great bench, put out 5 or 6 
wind flags and go on to win the match? Un- 
fortunately, in the real world this is not the 
case. | am definitely in favor of bench rota- 
tion because | believe it is the only fair way to 
do it. | guess if an individual feels as strongly 
about this as | do, he or she should be pre- 
pared to make or purchase 25 to 30 wind 
flags and bring them to every match. Right 
now | have “The Beast” (Kit’s devoted hus- 
band, Dave) chained to a bench in the base- 
ment. Guess what he is working on? 

Kit Jansen 


WALT BALCH 


Dear John: 

My reason for answering as | am about to 
is entirely selfish. I’m all for a truly random 
drawing of a bench, with a bench change at 
a yardage change. 

Most people will tell you that you can’t 
truly have a random drawing for benches. 
Toro poop. Every range that | shoot at, ex- 
cept one, uses computers for scoring. Let 
the computer select the bench draw. Let 
these computer whizzes get out the com- 
puter Handbook and write a short program 
for selecting numbers randomly. It’s O.K. 
with me if the shooter selects which relay he 
shoots on, | have no problem with that. Just 
remember one thing, the draw has got to be 
random. No marking a stack of cards one to 
fifteen and then throwing them face down 
on the table with one as the card on the very 
bottom and fifteen as the card on the very 


CLARENCE HAMMONDS 


Complete rifle services 
in our shop. 


We currently build 1,000 yard rifles; 
hunter and varmint hunter rifles, 
varmint classes rifles, and live var- 
mint rifles. 

Loading dies made with same 
reamer as rifle on new gun or new 
barrel orders. 


HAMMONDS GUN SHOP 


R.D. #4, Box 504, Red Lion, Pa. 17356 
Phone (717) 244-7879 


top. No favoritism, the number you get is the 
number you shoot. 

Other people will still say its unfair be- 
cause conditions at certain areas of the 
range are better than other areas of the 
range. Toro poop. Conditions change at 
any given moment at any given time. Statis- 
tically there is no difference, because over 
the course of your shooting career at that 
range you will have shot off of every bench 
on that range. Be it rotation or single bench 
draw. You may draw a “poor” bench for the 
100 yards and then draw a “good” bench for 
200 yards. It could be the other way around, 
who knows, there are too many variables 
and that’s what makes it statistically even. 
We are supposed to be true marksmen, the 
ultimate in accuracy, prove it by going out 
and winning the match when you get a so 
called “bad bench” in the draw. 

| agree with your thoughts on the added 
cost of equipment. Think about this side of it 
also. If you drive a sedan you could really 
have room in the trunk of your car to carry 
something besides flags. With the idea of 
there being less flags on the range, there is 
also less probability of one shot hitting a flag 
tail and giving you an unofficial screamer. 
The one where you scream all those nice 
words not heard in church on Sunday but 
are often heard on rifle ranges on Sunday. 
To all you readers, really think about this 
one you might even be able to pick and see 
your own flags out of the sea of flags that 
are present at some of our larger matches. 
You'll get the idea. 

My main reason for having a single ran- 
dom bench draw with a change at yardage 
is very personal and also one of the reasons 
that lately most of my friends have only seen 
me shooting one gun. There is no easy way 
for me to say this without it looking as if | am 
asking for sympathy. | am not. | have a se- 
vere heart condition and | no longer have the 
stamina that | once had. With our present 


“The Reamer People” 


Igs 


Precision 
CHAMBERING 
REAMERS 


Professional 
Quality 


Precision Tool Mfg. 

1141 So. Sumner Rd. 

Coos Bay, Oregon 97420 USA 
1-503-267-4331 FAX: 503-267-5996 


system of rotating benches, after | finish fir- 
ing the 100 yard match I’ve had it. Most of 
the time when | am shooting the 200 yard 
match | am doing it in a complete state of ex- 
haustion. Just that extra expenditure of en- 
ergy of moving my equipment from bench to 
bench does me in. | know how some of our 
elderly and physically disadvantaged shoot- 
ers feel and | am sure that they would like to 
see a single bench draw. For those ranges 
that are working with random draw of 
benches and a change at yardage, keep 
doing it. For the ranges and the IBS and 
NBRSA associations that are not doing 
this, let’s take a very close look at our rules 
and by-laws to see if this area does not de- 
serve more attention. None of us are getting 
any younger and though it would be a nice 
way to go! would hate to go bending over to 
pick up a front rest. 

One last thought about safety. Golfers 
are not as dumb as we are. When T-storms 
are in the area they don’t walk around witha 
lightning rod in their hands. They suspend 
play until the storm moves out. 

Walt 


JOHN PICCOLI 


Dear John, 

When considering the topic of bench rota- 
tion | am a proponent of the traditional rota- 
tion pattern after every relay. This effective- 
ly eliminates any disadvantages because of 
conditions resulting from range 
abborrations. The compromise of bench ro- 
tation at yardage changes may be accepta- 
ble for a one day match resulting in less 
work for allinvolved. However, ona multiple 
day competition an unfair advantage may 
result when using the same bench more 
than once on any given yardage. 

On the topic of wind flags and flag usage 

. the people utilizing a full compliment of 
flags are generally the finest and most ex- 
perienced shooters on the range. | believe 
they only trust an image in which they are 
fully familiar. | hope my comments are use- 
ful. Thank you for asking my opinion and 
from now on may all your groups be little 
ones. 

John Piccoli 


COYOTE & WOLF HUNTERS! 


Special Bullet, Kills Quickly, Remains in Body 
For .224 CF; 52gr SV HP: 
$9.65/100 + $2 post, $74.60M + $7 post. 


James 
Calhoon 


ce 


6035 Penworth Rd. S.E. (403) 235-2959 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2A 4E9 
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THE 6MM 
RAWSON 


Dear Dave: 

|read your recent write-up on the .30 SFG 
Wildcat with great interest. Since you seem 
to find wildcats interesting . . . let me tell you 
about a wildcat from Australia. . . the 6MM 
Rawson. 

| shoot in “field rifle” competition here in 
Australia . . . four runs of three shots each, 
rapid fire... this from the prone, standing 
and sitting positions. Many of the top shoot- 
ers in this little avocation, taking advantage 
of what the benchrest shooters have known 
for years, have been moving over to the 
6PPC cartridge. The combination of superb 
accuracy and light recoil make it attractive. 
But a major problem (for us) with the PPC 
case has been the difficulty of getting that 
short, stubby cartridge to feed reliably in 
moments of haste (rapid-fire, you will recall). 

| put a call through to Keith Francis at JGS 
Precision Tool ... and talked about my ini- 
tial idea on the subject . . .namely lengthen- 
ing the 6PPC case body as much as possi- 
ble .. . leaving very little neck . .. and hope 
to correct the feeding problem, while retain- 
ing the same ability to shoot tight little 
groups. 

Some months, and a lot of testing later, 
I'm happy to tell you that | am delighted with 
the results. The feeding is much improved, 
and we are getting 400 feet per second in- 
creased velocity out of the case. Since our 
sitting post position is shop at a range of 
200 meters, we find that extra velocity is 
quite useful. 

John Acles, of Pseco Engineering in 
Queensland (Australia) was chosen to do 
the gunsmithing. John built for me a heavy 
varmint class rifle, along generally accepted 
American H.V. lines. We wanted to see how 
the case could really shoot. Since the gun’s 
completion | have entered two benchrest 
matches, ending up in 12th and 13th place 
respectively. One of these matches was the 
Australian Championships, where | was for- 
tunate enough to get a couple of “ones”. In 


RAIL MACHINE RESTS 
Hall Style, one piece base, made 
with hardened stainless steel, 
and aluminum. Adjustable sight- 


er cam. $1,400, plus shipping. 


BUD WELCH 
80 New Road, East Amherst, N.Y. 14051 
(716) 688-6344 (before 2:00 pm) 
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The 6mm Rawson 


practice we have fired a few official scream- 
er groups with this case. 

With 32.0 grains of GI322 | am getting 
3580 feet per second with 68 grain bullets; 
this out of a MADDCO 26 inch barrel, 1-14 
twist. 

The only problem that we have encoun- 
tered with the case has been fireforming. 
Once we accepted the fact that we had to 
anneal, we improved our results here dra- 


Most Top Ten Wins—3 Years in a Row! 
Precision Shooting Survey—1986 through 1988 


a ee ee eee Ome eee eres eee 
PRECISION STAINLESS STEEL MATCH TARGET BARRELS 
Available in .224, 6MM, 6.5MM, 7MM, .25 and .30 Calibers 


also .22 rim fire 


Quality Gunsmithing Services 
Custom Target and Sporting Rifles 


= ‘= Rifle Barrels, Inc. 
P.O. Box 182, La Fayette, N.Y. 13084 ¢ Phone 315-677-9841 © FAX 677-9610 


matically. But even so, with .220 Russian 
brass, we are still having ten percent case 
loss. 
Hope this is of some interest to you. 
J.A. Rawson 
32 Newth Place 
Wimbie Beach 
Batehaven 2538 
N.S.W., Australia 


For prices and particulars, 
call or write! 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Dave: 

Upon reading the April 89 issue of PRE- 
CISION SHOOTING | came up with a new 
class to attract new shooters! 

On the back is a sample copy of a target 
for which could be inserted into the Hunter 
Class 100 yard target. Thus having five 
scoring shots and a sighter. 

According to the article the gopher is to 
scale so the shooting would be realistic. The 
new class(s) could be called FACTORY 
LIVE VARMINT and UNLIMITED LIVE 
VARMINT. 

Some basic equipment rules would be as 
follows: FACTORY— the gun would be fac- 
tory original stock, barrel, chambering, and 
trigger. The stock could be pillar bedded, 
and the trigger could be tuned to shooters’ 
specs. This would allow A LOT of NEW 
shooters to enter our game with their cur- 
rent equipment and not much expense! UN- 
LIMITED — anything goes other than me- 
chanical rest guns. The scope would be up 
to the shooter since there are no rules in the 
live varmint fields. 

My idea here is to attract new shooters by 
having a realistic game and minimal equip- 
ment to start! 

Sooo what do you think? 

Thank you, 

Alex Maresh 

2822 Mesquite 
Sugarland, Texas 77479 
713-980-7710 after 6 pm 


American 


SHILEN RIFLES Single Shot Rifle 
CONGRATULATES (Ce 


SMILEY HENSLEY 
OF ELKTON, VIRGINIA An organization dedicated 


Overall 1989 Super Shoot Champion to the shooting and col- 
lection of single shot 
rifles from the turn of 
the century Scheutzen and 
Creedmoor traditions. 


Smiley Hensley shot a tournament Heavy Varmint 100-yard 
record (.080), won the Sporter Class Grand Aggregate, and 
the prestigious 2-Gun Championship. Smiley's rifles, 
‘smithed by Clarence Hammonds, are fitted with Shilen 
be cana woieaen a Traditional offhand,bench- 
That Smiley and Clarence rely on our barrels for winning 


performance is a source of pride and inspiration to US rest & long range matches 


everyone at Shilen Rifles. are held every summer in 
So = 
| 2 


the U.S. and Canada, using 
For information on the complete line of Shilen products send $3.00 for a set of up-to-date Data Sheets. 


plainbase lead bullets. 
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For information & sample 
copy of the bi-monthly 
publication, THE ASSRA 
NEWS, write to: Larry B. 
Thompson, 987 Jefferson 
Avenue, Salem, Ohio 44460. 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Bivd. e Ennis, Texas 75119 
(214) 875-5318 


Enfield Actioned Heavy Varmint Rifle 
Dominates Selkirk Match with a 
Winning .2292 agg at 100 yards 


When we wrote up the match report for 
the Selkirk (Canada) match (IBS section, 
this issue), there was no equipment listing 
with the statistics, other than the class win- 
ners. As a result we were blissfully unaware 
of some strange things happening up north 
of the border ... in the equipment field of 
benchrest shooting. 

Then, on July 19th, we received a letter 
from George “Corky” Holter (Route 2, Box 
10B, West Oslo, Minnesota 56744, [701] 
699-5101) that proved to be. . . shall we say 
... kind of startling. 

It seems that Mr. Holter won the heavy 
varmint class 100 yard aggregate at Selkirk 
with a nice .2292 agg, via groups of .223, 
135, .469, .160 and .159. With that third 
group dropped from the calculation, the four 
group agg becomes .1693. Some of us, per- 
haps more impressonable than others, 
would term this halfway decent shooting. 
To quote from Mr. Holter’s letter: 


“Dear Dave 

| thought that you might find the scores 
and the equipment listings from the June 
match at Selkirk, Manitoba, to be of inter- 
est. | won the 100 yard heavy varmint class 
aggregate with a .2292; second place agg 
was .2626. 


by 
Dave Brennan 


| concede that there was nothing earth 
shaking about this, least of all to a fellow 
who sees as many match reports as you do. 
However, the fact that all this was done with 
a 1917 model Enfield action may strike you 
as rather unusual (Editor: | guess you could 
say that, all right). 

In our small shop we have been building 
rifles on the Enfield P17 action for many 
years; mainly hunting rifles, that have 
ranged from .22 wildcats to .378 monsters. 
Well, about 3 or 4 years ago we decided to 
try our luck at benchrest shooting, and spe- 
cifically the light varmint and heavy varmint 
classes ... with our favorite action, the 
Enfield. 

Being folks who like to do things different- 
ly than most of the world, we decided we 
should have a new wildcat to work with, as 
well. | mean, why only one challenge at a 
time... when you can have two... . it willbe 
double the fun. . . right? The chosen wildcat 
was sort of like the 6BR; we used .250 Sav- 
age cases, necked down and shortened. To 
put it mildly, this turned out to be NO 
SMALL JOB. | got a friend . . . who often is 
mistaken for a grizzly bear . . . he is rather 
large, some say huge . . . to run the loading 
press while | worked on the action. After 


George “Corky” Holter 
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about five minutes | could hear a dark mum- 
bling behind me ... “These $!?#!@e¢!? 
cheap handles on these Lyman presses.” In 
any event, between problems with broken 
press handles and stuck cases, we finally 
got six cases that shot together. The match 
| was pointing toward was the next day .. . 
which is just about the time schedule for 
most benchrest shooters that | know. With 
a lot of guess work, and holding, | got one 
group down to a .084 measurement, which 
made me feel pretty good. However these 
days | shoot a standard 6PPC. It’s a heck of 
a lot easier on me, to say nothing of the 
shop’s press handles. But | stay with the 
Enfield action; with work and patience 
those old 1917s will shoot quite nicely! 
George “Corky” Holter 


Mother didn’t raise any complete fools, 
and we lost no time in getting a letter off to 
Corky, saying something along the line of 
“Corky, my man, there’s a story here. Tell 
me more”. About ten days later, back came 
a tape. Here’s the high points of the tape. 

Years ago the 1917 Enfield action was 
very moderately priced, and downright plen- 
tiful. Today, in this neck of the woods 
they've gotten up into the $150 price range, 
unfortunately. The Enfield action is very 
popular around here. Over the years several 
hundred Enfield actioned rifles have gone 
out of our shop; hunting rifles, varmint rifles, 
and a few benchrest rifles (as you just dis- 
covered). 

It is a stiff, rigid action. Up in this area, 
where the land is extremely flat, and laid out 
like a checkerboard, our shop’s customers 
may get off 50 or 60 shots in a weekend of 
varmint shooting. The shooters with Enfield 
actions neck size their cases; those with 
other actions frequently have to full length 

Continued on next page 


RORSCHACH 
CARBIDE DIES 


$1.00 for brochure 


Rorschach Precision Products 
Box 151613 
Irving, Tx. 75015 


ENFIELD ACTIONED 


HEAVY VARMINT RIFLE 
Continued 


size. In our Enfield action based 6PPC rifles 
we have been getting somewhere around 
150 loadings out of our PPC brass. A lot of 
shooters have to full length resize their PPC 
brass from time to time. . . but for some rea- 
son we don’t have that problem. This 
speaks to me of an action that is very rigid 
indeed. 

| brought an Enfield acton based unre- 
stricted class rifle to the 1969 NBRSA Na- 
tionals at Mill Creek (Kansas City). As a mat- 
ter of fact we had three Enfield actioned 
guns at that match, all out of my shop. We 
were complete unknowns in National level 
competition, and (| suspect) they probably 
had us sized up as complete country bump- 
kins. To compound the matter we were 
shooting a shortened .308 wildcat, all three 
of us. | did rather poorly at 100 yards, but 
started picking up ground like the proverbial 
house afire at 200 yards (which is pretty 
much a characteristic of .30 caliber, as far 
as I’m concerned). | was shooting a bag 
gun, with my Enfield action sleeved and 
plated. All the big names of the era were 
there. . . Schellert, Pindell, the Stolles, Oak- 
ley, Yockey, Sam Wilson, Cornelison, 
Engelbrecht, Stark, Lyon, Kelbly ... | was 
quite impressed, almost awed. As the final 
day of shooting was winding down, | was 
sitting down, and relaxing, with my hat over 
my face. | was vaguely aware that Ferris 
Pindell was cleaning his rifle behind where | 
was sitting. | recognized Ralph Stolle’s 
voice as he commented to Ferris, “Well, Fer- 
ris, the way you’ve been shooting today, | 
suspect you’re going to win both the 200 
yard and the grand agg” (actually Ferris was 
fated to finish second in both, as Bill 
Schellert won the grand agg, and John Barr 
won the 200 yard agg). Ferris replied, “I 
don’t know, Ralph. There’s some guy here 


7) NOW AVAILABLE 
DIRECT FROM SHILEN 


Competition shooters can now ob- 
tain 6-groove stainless steel SE- 
LECT MATCH GRADE BARRELS IN 
ALL SP/LV and HV contours. Be sure 
to specify 6-groove or 8-groove when 


inquiring or ordering. 


Complete barrel specifications and 
prices - $1.00 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Bivd. 
Ennis, TX 75119 
(214) 875 5318 


with an Enfield action rifle that’s making up 
ground like crazy with every 200 yard 
group”. Ralph made the comment, “Ferris, 
have you seen the crap those guys are 
shooting?” To which Ferris replied, “Been 
too busy looking at the targets fired from 
that crap”. | cherish the memory of that 
brief, overheard conversation. As it turned 
out, | finished third at 200 yards, and sixth in 
the grand agg. One of the other two Enfield 
rifles, with Bill Juhnke shooting it, finished 
5th at 200 yards, and 17th overall, and the 
third gun made it into the top twenty as 
well. 

As to the action modifications, | make 
sure that everything is square, first of all. 
The PPC head size is no big problem, other 
than peening the corner of the extractor. 
The ejector is, of course, removed. | cut 
some metal off the rear of the action, re- 
move the bolt stop, change the safety, and 
make up an aluminum floor plate. | modify 
the bolt handle. Lighten up the firing pin by 
the judicious drilling of small holes. | close up 
the magazine opening with a plate of 3/8” 
thick steel. A good welding job is critical 
here. | use nickel steel rod, it is less apt to 
shrink, and | weld very slowly. About 1/8 to 
1/4 inch each weld, with a quenching in ice 
water after each weld. That keeps the ac- 
tion cool, and prevents any changing of the 
metal’s temper. 

The gun that | was shooting at Selkirk 
was one with such a plate on the bottom. It 
was in a Reinhart Fajen wooden varmint 
stock, with the rear portion of that stock hol- 
lowed out. It had a 1 in 13 twist Hart barrel, 
and a Dayton-Traister trigger that | had got- 
ten down to a7 or 8 ounce letoff. | had a 36X 
Leupold on top, in old style Weaver rings 
and bases. On the 1012 pound rifles we use 
a fluted 22” barrel, and fiberglass stocks. 
We have a source that has made us a num- 
ber of fiberglass stocks for the Enfield ac- 
tions. We built 8 or 9 benchrest rifles on the 
Enfield action in the past year. Some have 
had wood stock, some have had fiberglass 
stocks. To tell the truth, | have not been able 
to see much difference in the shooting of 
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wood versus fiberglass stocks. When we do 
use wood stocks, we glass bed, and use 
quite a bit of glass around that action, both 
front and back. 

Our shop has its own range; we can shoot 
out the door at both 100 and 200 yard rang- 
es. We've even installed lights at both target 
frames, and since the range is well protect- 
ed, we can do some very useful fine tuning 
of equipment on some quiet summer eve- 
nings. 

Our shop prefers Hart barrels. We've 
tried others, and some of them are quite 
good, but year in and year out, we’ve just 
come to prefer Hart barrels. 

Despite having our own range right at our 
doorstep, we don’t get to practice enough. 
Too darn busy earning a living! The land up 
here, as | said earlier, is real flat, and those 
who take their varmint shooting seriously 
get a lot of shots. There’s a local saying that 
up here you can just keep shooting at the 
critter until he’s out of sight . . . then shoot 
once more. Because of the flat lands, we 
shoot at pretty fair distances. When one 
does that regularly, you begin to lean to hot 
loads. The Enfields do not let the cases 
stretch. 

When a shooter has a gun he is pleased 
with, he tells other shooters. (He does the 
same with a gun that he is unhappy with, by 
the way). We have built, over the years, hun- 
dreds of Enfield actioned rifles. So our cus- 
tomers have to be telling others that they 
are pleased with the Enfield. 

We are working with a short .308 right 
now, with a 30° shoulder. Like all 30s, it 
does better at 200 yards than at 100 yards. 
If a 30 caliber shooter does well, it is proba- 
bly his 200 yard performance that made the 
difference. 

We have two reamers for the 6PPC. One 
is for a .262 neck, and one is for a standard 
neck. This is a bit of a puzzle to me, but in 
our testing on our little practice range here, 
the standard neck seems to shoot a little 
better with the new USA marked PPC 
cases. It’s just a theory at the moment; we 
will need more testing. Just a theory that 
we're muddling with. Tell you the truth . . . 
we're not happy without a current theory to 
muddle with. 


SAKO EXTRACTORS 
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BILL CARPENTER 
Dear Mr. Gammuto: 

Your recent article entitled “.17 Caliber: 
Lessons Learned” was especially interest- 
ing to me as | have selected a .17 Reming- 
ton BDL rifle for use in a club competition 
which consists of 10 shots from the bench 
and 10 shots offhand, for “sporting rifles.” | 
am not a dedicated bench rest shooter, but 
have had some experience over the years, 
and am coached by a friend who is on the 
bench rest trail almost continuously. 

| am writing to you because | have just 
about reached the point of giving up with the 
.17 on the bench, and without some hope it 
is likely that | will abandon it for another cali- 
ber in next year’s competition. 

My rifle is a production Remington BDL in 
.17 Remington caliber. The action has been 
glass bedded and the barrel free floated, al- 
though | have also glass bedded the barrel 
and also added tension to it by inserting a 
spacer under the barrel near the front of the 
stock. | use a Hart 2 oz. trigger and Leupold 
6.5 to 20 power scope. Brass selection and 
preparation are done according to bench 
rest techniques. | have used both Reming- 
ton and Federal primers, and Hornady and 
Remington bullets. 

The groups | have been able to get with 
my efforts have been disappointing. On a 
good day | can get a 1” group using 27.0 of 
WW780 powder at 100 yards. This load, as 
with all others tested, does not give repro- 
ducible results. Using numbered cases and 
individual targets, a group of cases having 
similar impact points (Y2” group) opens right 
up to 1/2” next time around. The elimination 
process continues through 3 cuts and still 
produces 1 to 142 inch groups. 

| am beginning to wonder if! am expecting 
too much from my equipment, or if the .17 
Remington is capable of MOA using the 
BDL rifle. You mentioned in your article that 
Berger Custom Bullets might be better than 
Hornady’s. Can you tell me how to get some 
of them? Can you give me any hope for the 
.17? For my purposes a 94” group would be 
adequate. Enclosed are some targets for 
review. 

| will probably try a bore conditioner called 
Bore Cote, and inch up over recommended 
maximum loads after the next match in an 
effort to decrease group size. Best loads so 
far have been found at maximum for 
WW760, IMR4320, and H414. | suspect 
that barrel life will be very short at over 4000 
fps, which could end my problem. 

Thank you for any help or hope you may 
be able to provide. 

Very truly yours, 
Bill Carpenter 
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.17 CALIBER 


RESPONSE TO BILL 
CARPENTER’S LETTER 
(AND MORE.) 


Dear Bill, 

| don’t know how or when you were bitten 
by the .17 caliber bug but | suspect it hasn't 
been that long. | say this because in your let- 
ter you only sound MILDLY depressed and 
SOMEWHAT discouraged. That indicates 
to me that you are fairly new at it all. Let me 
tell you, you've got a long way to go before 
you can expect sympathy from me pal! Help 
YES, sympathy NO! I’ve been suffering a lot 
longer than you; besides, | didn’t tell you to 
go out and buy that rifle. 

| have yet failed to recognize a letter from 
someone that has less than 5 years of expe- 
rience shooting .17 caliber cartridges. The 
fellas that have many years of experience 
write a much different kind of letter. Their 
tone is far more pathetic, their writing paper 
is generally tear-stained, and the return ad- 
dress is almost always from some state in- 
stitution or private rehabilitation center. Yet, 
each and everyone of them before closing 
expresses optimism for the caliber. Bill, are 
you sure this is the way you want to end 
up? 

Shooting a .17 caliber cartridge well can 
be quite an exhilarating experience, but the 
converse can be quite frustrating. It will cer- 
tainly test your patience and commitment. 

After talking to many shooters, I’ve come 
to the conclusion that most .17 caliber rifles 
are purchased on a whim. A lot of folks buy 
them because they are attracted to the 
uniqueness of it all. To see one is to want 
one. At the time of purchase, almost no re- 
gardis given to inherent accuracy, availabili- 
ty of loading and cleaning components, 
etc... The thought of crank’n that tiny bul- 
let 4000 fps is most appealing. Local gun 
shop owners and salesmen call this feature 
the “clincher.” It’s what makes “owners” 
out of the “casually interested.” 

Unfortunately, many shooters give up on 
these rifles long before any acceptable mea- 
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sure of accuracy is achieved. The rifles 
often end up in the corner of a gun cabinet 
because the owner was disappointed with 
out-of-the-box performance. Most .17 
shooters will agree that it takes a while to fa- 
miliarize yourself with the unique character- 
istics of .17 caliber cartridges. It doesn’t 
matter whether you’re shooting a standard 
17 Remington, the Mach IV, the Javelina, or 
any of the other wildcated versions, they all 
take some getting used to. General accept- 
ance of the subminiature calibers cannot be 
described as overwhelming. This is largely 
due to the fact that they require some seri- 
ous “tinkering” before they settle down and 
shoot with at least semipredictable results. 
Please keep in mind that | am referring to 
target work here, and not general field per- 
formance standards. Straight out of the box 
the .17 Remington does very well in the 
gaming fields. Many varmint hunters find 
them to be most efficient. One friend of mine 
has been using a .17 Remington on deer for 
years, and he’s got a whole barn full of tro- 
phy antlers. Shooting prairie dogs, chucks, 
and deer are one thing, but shooting a .17 in 
competition is quite another. 

| believe the Mach IV is the most consis- 


Continued on next page 


BEFORE YOU LOCK 
UP YOUR GUNS... 


SHOOTERS CHOICE new 
Rust Prevent aerosol is the 
superior anti-oxidating, 
moisture displacing agent. 
Engineered to rigorous 
SHOOTER’S CHOICE stan- 
dards, Rust Prevent stops 
corrosion before it can 
start For superior long 
and short term protection, 
lock out rust and lock in 
value with SHOOTER’S 
CHOICE Rust Prevent. 


SHOOTER’S 
CHOICE 


Straight-Shootin’ Gun Care! 
WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE 
16770 Hilltop Park Place © Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 


Phone: (216) 543-8808 


23 


-17 CALIBER 
Continued 


tent performer of all the .17 caliber cartridg- 
es, but it cannot be described as competi- 
tive, at least not now. There is quite a 
learning curve with respect to these car- 
tridges and rifles, and the nonavailability of a 
broader range of loading components has 
contributed to its mediocre performance. 
Only until recently have some custom com- 
ponents surfaced in the marketplace and 
stimulated some interest. The early devel- 
opment work that took place in the shops of 
men like Ackley, O’Brien, Walker, Sherer, 
and Schuetz are just now beginning to be 
appreciated. 

The .17 caliber’s potential for accuracy 
will not be realized until certain components 
become available to us, the most important 
of which is bullets. Walt Berger (see Adver- 
tisers Index) is presently making and selling 
avery fine custom 25 grain .17 caliber bullet 
that has had a positive impact on the accu- 
racy potential of these cartridges. Although, 
| still believe a bullet weighing in the 28 to 30 
grain range would prove to be even better. 
Walt Berger and Stu Harvey have both ex- 
pressed their willingness to make heavier 
bullets, but the longer jackets required to do 
so are still unavailable. Currently, no one is 
producing them and | haven't heard of any- 
one here in the U.S. that has plans to do so. 
Of course when allelse fails thereis. . . “The 
Palmisano Connection.” Recognize the 
name? The guy is like Aladdin’s genie. Need 
something? Rub the lamp and it appears. 
Lou told me at the Super Shoot that he was 
negotiating a deal with a European manu- 
facturer to import high quality copper jack- 
ets in any size and shape we want. This 
should attract the attention of several peo- 
ple that have expressed interest in develop- 
ing nonstandard calibers. During the same 
bull session, Ferris Pindell told me that he 
had checked the tolerances of some .30 cal- 
iber samples Lou had brought back with 
him. He said, they were among the very best 
he had ever seen. If Lou manages to keep 
the price down in the neighborhood he quot- 
ed me, | guarantee you we will be seeing 
some changes in the copper cup and punch 
press business here very soon. 

In addition to testing various case, bullet, 
and powder combinations, the .17 caliber 
experimenter has to make accuracy related 
improvements to his rifle. The degree to 
which all this is done largely depends on the 
intended use of the rifle and his own expec- 
tations. A broad range of treatments can be 
applied to a target rifle, as you well know. 
Truing up the action, i.e., face squaring and 
cleaning up the threads, scope mounting 
system refinements, trigger modifications, 
custom stainless steel barrels, and stock 
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bedding are all part of the more advanced 
game. 

.17 caliber cartridges are not akin to any 
other cartridge family with respect to load 
development, especially those used in the 
benchrest community. Accuracy shooters 
these days have come to expect immediate 
results from their equipment. Very few of us 
are died-in-the-wool experimenters and this 
includes the majority of benchrest shooters. 
This is especially true of the person that has 
shot nothing but the PPC for the last 10 to 
15 years. The famous PPC (Pindell/ 
Palmisano Cartridge) is not one that re- 
quires “load development.” At best, 
benchresters are “refining loads” and mak- 
ing adjustments to better suit the unique re- 
quirements of their equipment, not develop- 
ing loads. It’s been this way for a good 
number of years, and | suspect it will remain 
so for some time. Only until recently, with 
the diminished case capacity of Sako’s new 
PPC-USA brass, have people had to signifi- 
cantly adjust the settings on their powder 
measures. The PPC with its fine record of 
accuracy is still one of the easiest cartridges 
to work with. Twenty years of tinkering has 
produced hundreds of pages of technical 
data and there are thousands of “expurts” 
to consult if you are a novice experiencing 
some difficulty. 

This simply is not the case with .17 caliber 
cartridges. The book is being written right 
now. 

For the person looking for better perform- 
ance from his factory rifle, the choices are 
limited. Virtually everything you need to pro- 
duce better than out-of-the-box results 
needs to be custom made. Without the guys 
like Fred Sinclair, Neal Jones, Ron Pence, 
Ed Shilen, Bob Simonson, Walt Berger, Stu 
Harvey, Dick Cundiff, Dick Saunders, and a 
few others we would have nothing in the 
way of .17 caliber specialty products. These 
fellas have been and continue to be in the 
forefront of design and development efforts. 
They supply us with every weird gizmo we 
think we need to prove our theories. Some 
will say that these fellas are purely motivat- 
ed by money and it’s to their own economic 
advantage to develop these kinds of prod- 
ucts and market them. That may seem to be 
true to a person with a limited understand- 
ing of supply-side economics. For example, 
how many .17 caliber bullet comparitors or 
.17 caliber flash hole de-burring tools do you 
think a guy like Fred Sinclair will sell in the 
course of a year? 25, 50, 100? Gee that’s 
... let me get my calculator out . . . at best 
$500 a year. How many other businesses 
do you know of where you can get the 
owner on the phone, ask him to make you 
up acustom anything, and expect to get it in 
less than a week? Custom Products (Neil 
Jones) routinely does it with his product line. 


ACCURACY NUTS ARE GENERALLY 

VERY NICE FOLKS, BUT ... THERE 

AIN'T MANY OF ’EM THAT’S BEEN 

BLESSED WITH PATIENCE, AND 

THAT’S A FACT. Just ask any of the 

suppliers. 

The demand for specialty items is ex- 
tremely limited whether they be custom ac- 
tions, dies, case preparation tools, bullets, 
etc. . . . It’s for this reason | believe we owe 
these fellas a debt of gratitude. None of 
them are getting rich off of us! We don’t 
have everything we need, but we are much 
closer than we have ever been before, and 
I’m grateful for that. 

Bob, you have gotten exactly what you 
deserve for writing me a letter looking for 
sympathy and advice, a long, rambling, off- 
the-subject response. | apologize. Here is 
what | would do if | were you, and exactly in 
this order. Quit when you have achieved 
your goal. 

1. Buy aquantity of Berger custom 25 grain 
bullets and give them a try. Looking at 
the targets you sent me it looks as if you 
are pretty consistently shooting minute 
of angle with Remington and Hornaday 
bullets. | believe making this one change 
alone, with the modifications you've 
made to your rifle, will get you in the 
.300” range, and well under your objec- 
tive of .750”. | would also switch to 
benchrest type targets. NRA 50 ft. slow 
fire pistol targets are for 50 ft. slow fire 
pistol work, not what we are trying to 
achieve here. Black bulls eyes are diffi- 
cult to work with. They do not make 
things any easier when you find that you 
have to hold off your original point of aim. 
If you persist in shooting .17 caliber rifles 
this is one thing you are going to have to 
learn to do well. These little buggers are 
wind sensitive. As a side note, when | 
was shooting a .17 Remington | found 
that my best results were achieved with 
H-414 and IMR-4235 powders. Others 
have found a full case of H-4895 to be 
very effective. 4198 powder is good but | 
don't like the way it meters, and | refuse 
to go back to weighing each charge. 

2. Work your loads up with the use of a 
chronograph. Stop when you have a 
standard deviation reading in the low 
teens or below . . . not before. 

3. Make or purchase a good, responsive 
set of wind flags. You said you have a 
friend who is a very active benchrest 
shooter? | would ask him for some ad- 
vice on flag design and wind doping tech- 
nique. This is absolutely critical. The flick 
of a wind flag’s tail has more than once 
ruined a good five shot group for me. 
Bob, anything more than this will put you 

into the strange and fascinating world of 

benchrest. Good luck! 
John Gammuto 
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GEZA NAGY 


TESTING THE SAKO 6PPC VARMINT 


| wanted to test this rifle, first using com- 
ponents and cases of a type that would be 
most likely to be used by the average var- 
mint hunter in the field. | did not want to use 
benchrest loading techniques until | tried 
this method first ... with the intention of 
later going to benchrest techniques, and 
seeing how much improvement this would 
bring about. (Editor: it would be nice if our 
columnists would think a bit about the dan- 
gers in running such tests. If, at the end of 
this article, we learn that “benchrest tech- 
niques of loading” made the gun shoot 
WORSE ... next month this magazine will 
be titled Precision Golfing. Rick Hornbeck 
will discourse on sand wedges. . .and Geza 
will be assigned to research “The Rattle- 
snake Problem in New Mexico courses 
sandtraps’” . . . with instructions to stay with 
the assignment until he gets bitten). 

| originally fired some cases through the 
gun without a scope attached, and without 
the smaller bore cleaning guide needed, just 
to get chamber size dimensions. | quickly 
found out that my benchrest sizing and 
seating dies (.263 neck diameter) would not 
work with cases fired in this chamber. The 
fired, unturned case neck diameter in the 
Sako rifle measured .269 at the neck. The 
case head, just above the extractor groove, 
was also about .005 larger than the ones 
that came out of my benchrest guns. 

The case necks miked out anywhere from 
.010%2 to .011%2 thousandths. . .sol turned 
them all to .010%2 thousandths to get equal 
neck tension. (Editor: please do not write to 
inquire why Geza did not turn them all to 
.011¥2 thousandths. We can’t tell you ... 
it’s a trade secret). | wanted to leave the 
necks as thick as possible, to avoid over- 
working the brass. In this test | am using the 
U.S.A. headstamped Sako cases that | be- 
lieve the currently available factory ammo 
comes in. 

The action has a tapered dove-tail where 
the action is wider at the front ring than at 
the rear ring. The scope | was using was a 
Lyman 20X bumped to 30X by Wally 
Siebert, and | was working with special 
scope rings, in medium size, made by 
Leupold. It would have been okay with a 
thinner barrel, but with the varmint weight 
barrel | ended up with the scope bell just 
touching the barrel. | had to shim the scope 
rings to just get clearance before firing the 
gun. This clearance was about one thin 
sheet of paper between the scope bell and 
the barrel. (Editor: it is obvious that Geza is 
having fun doing all this, and dealing with 
these little problems. Personally, | would 
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have been homicidal at this point). 

The smaller bore cleaning guide needed 
for the .555 bolt diameter action was avail- 
able only on a back order basis. | had my 
gunsmith, Mike Toth (of MDT Precision) 
make me one. 

| purchased a Redding f.|. sizing die that 
worked fine with my benchrest tight neck 
cases (.0092 neck thickness), but the .242 
tapered expander button was not big 
enough to open up the cases (.0015 neck 
thickness) to get the proper neck tension 
that | wanted. 

| will have to get either a larger expander 
button for this die . . . or get a larger sizing 
button for the Wilson sizing die. | have a set 
of these buttons, up to .261, but the .261 is 
also too small. 

| then purchased a Wilson OVERSIZE 
seating die that works with these cases, ex- 
cept that the seating tension was so strong 
that | still have red marks on the palm of my 
right hand a week after the loading. This 
was caused by my pressing so hard on the 
Wilson seater head, where the hole is locat- 
ed, to lock the set screw in the center of the 
head. | will have to match the sizing to this 
neck thickness to get a reasonably firm (but 
not the excessive) neck tension that | now 
have. 

The next problem was the hard trigger 
pull. The trigger had a lot of creep in it, and 
when | adjusted the creep out. . . the trigger 
pull seemed to have gotten harder. (Editor: 
Geza, in your dictionary, look up the word(s) 
“Pyrrhic victory”). The rounded fore end of 
the stock had a tendency to rock in the front 
rest, with the hard trigger pull. When the 
shooter has been “spoiled” by two ounce 
triggers and flat fore ends one gets testy 
over things like this! | felt | could put up with 
the rounded stock fore end. . . but only with 


a lighter trigger. 

Before the next testing of this gun | intend 
to remedy some of the problems that | ex- 
perienced at this (initial) outing. To wit: 

1. Bed the bottom half of the scope rings, 
to get proper clearance between the scope 
bell and the barrel. This will eliminate the use 
of shims, and | will then have an in-line scope 
in the rings. 

2. Lighten the trigger by adjusting. | am 
somewhat hampered by the fact that this 
trigger is completely different than the ones 
that | am used to. 

3. Correct the excessive neck tension, by 
sizing to match the neck thickness. 

Once | have corrected these three prob- 
lems | will be in a better position to show the 
real potential of the rifle’s accuracy. 

Enclosed are two targets (12 groups), 
showing ALL of the groups fired in this first 
test of the gun. | was working with a brand 
new lot of Government surplus GI322, lot 
#42588 (new in the sense that | had never 
shot it before). Most of my groups were fired 
with a load of 27.9 grains (51 clicks on MY 
Culver measure). 

| had a lot of Federal 205 primers that 
were not match grade, lot #1A6578. | had 
previously shot these in my benchrest guns 
with good results. For bullets | started out 
with 70 grain Sierra hollow point boat tails 

. a supply of which I'd had for many 
years. 

There were good shooting conditions 
prevailing when | arrived at my range. It was 
early in the morning, and my plan was to test 
for grouping while conditions were calm, 
and do my chronographing later, when con- 
ditions would be moving about more. It was 
a bright, sunny day, with just enough clouds 
to add a bit of haze. 

Continued on next page 
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Continued 


After turning the case necks . . . for some 
unknown reason the case necks were 
loose, and would not hold a bullet. The 
cases were very hard going onto the man- 
drel, and this had never happened before. | 
ran the cases into the full length die, about a 
half of the neck length, by feel only. This held 
the bullet, and targets #1 and #2 were shot 
this way. 

Then | decided to tighten the scope rings 
. .. working with the theory that perhaps the 
paper shims under the scope may com- 
press from the firing. Good theory, Geza. . . 
but let’s label this as mistake #1. | didn’t re- 
alize, until after group #3, that the scope 
bell was now tight against the barrel. 

| took the scope off the rifle, and removed 
the two paper shims from under the rear 
ring. I'd had two thicknesses of target paper 
there. Now | found myself completely off the 
target. . . the target frame . . . and probably 
the state of New Jersey. | had to fire a lot of 
sighters to get back on paper, and establish 
a zero point. Group #4 showed the results 
of fouling. | had been thoroughly cleaning 
after each group, and each time when | 
came back to dry out the wet barrel, after 
completing my loading, the cleaning patch 
would show green. So now | cleaned the 
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choice of blaze orange or jet black. $14.00 deliv- 


EXCLUSIVELY FORMULATED 
BLAZE ORANGE STAMP PAD INK 


Stinger Ine. 
P.O. Box 10324 
Cleveland, Ohio 44110 
(216) 761-1623 


bore with J-B Cleaning Compound. Groups 
#5, #6, and #7 were shot with full length 
sized cases, and Sierra bullets. | would con- 
sider the neck tension excessive for all 
groups fired up to this point, with the excep- 
tion of groups #1 and #2. 

Here | decided to try some of my 
benchrest cases, and Euber flat base bul- 
lets. At this point of the testing, the wind had 
been picking up, mostly from an 11:00 
o'clock position. Target #8 was shot with 
my bench rest cases, with lighter neck ten- 
sion, and Euber bullets. | loaded 70 grain Si- 
erra bullets in another row of benchrest 
cases (target #9). Up to this point | did not 
change the powder load. | was shooting 
27.9 grains, with a Culver measure setting 
of 51 clicks. 

| went back to the USA cases, full length 
resized, and tried Ocock 63 grain boat tails 
... with the purpose of seeing if | could get 
easier seating with the shorter bullet. | was 
having extraction problems, and the clean- 
ing patches were still coming out green. 

| backed off on the powder charge, to 
50.5 clicks on the Culver measure (27.6 
grains). The neck tension with the full length 
sized cases was still very strong, and target 
#10 was shot with this combination. 

On target #11 | did not full length size the 
cases. | only sized the tip of the necks in the 
full length die, just enough to hold the bullet. 
This was the same 63 grain Ocock bullets, 
and 50.5 clicks on the Culver. The dramatic 
difference between targets #10 and #11 il- 
lustrates quite convincingly what a differ- 
ence neck tension can make! Target #8, 
with Euber bullets, and target #11, with 
Ocock bullets, each had one shot “out”, due 
to the head winds. Otherwise these two 
groups show the potential for benchrest ac- 
curacy. 

For the final group (#12) | went back to 
the 70 grain Sierra bullets in the USA cases 
that were loaded in full length sized cases, 


MATCH GRADE 6MM 
BULLETS 


by 
Brian Rubright 


@ Made in carbide dies. 

@ Your choice of boat-tail or flat base styles. 

@ Choice of bullet weights; 62.5, 65.0, or 68 
grains. 

@ $10.50 per hundred. Shipping charges will 
be invoiced. 


BRIAN RUBRIGHT 
1008 S. QUINCE ROAD 
WALNUTPORT, PA. 18088 


(215) 767-1339 


again with the stronger neck tension. 

The combined average of all the groups 
shot at this first outing was .4397. 1am sure 
that | can improve on that after | correct the 
problems that | had to contend with this 
time. 

Before going home | set up the chrono- 
graph, to get some sort of an idea what the 
new powder lot was doing with these load 
combinations. These are single shot read- 
ings only. It was near 90° temperture at the 
time. 


USA full length sized cases 


51.0 Culver 70 Sierra 3043 F.P.S. 
51.0 Culver 70 Sierra 3058 F.P.S. 
51.0 Culver 63 Ocock 3056 F.P.S. 
50.5 Culver 63 Ocock 3004 F.P.S. 


Sako (earlier) benchrest cases) 
51.0 Culver 68 Euber 3013 F.P.S. 


The chronograph was 10 feet from the 
gun muzzle. | had no idea, while testing, 
what velocities | was reaching. Now that | 
look at the chronograph results | have to 
admit that | was expecting the velocities to 
be higher, in view of the 2334 inch barrel. 

Once | get the initial problems solved, we 
will try increasing the load, and varying the 
seating depth. 


Sako 6PPC Varmint 
Bench Rifle 


Specifications: 


Model #L461 
Al short action 
Single shot, flat bottom action 
Inletted in wood stock, with 3 guard screws. 
2354” heavy, blued barrel, .864” at muzzle. 
6 Lands and 6 grooves 
1-14¥2 twist (my measurement) 
11° crown, with radius cut at muzzle. 
Bolt diameter .555 
Gun weight, with rings, no scope - 
9.0 pounds. 


BERGER BULLETS 


.224 Caliber 
52 grain 
60-65 grain 

6mm Caliber 
60-62-65-68 grain 
80 grain $10.00 per hundred 


Distributor for J-4 Jackets 


$9.50 per hundred 


Lead wire .185 diameter 
Y of one per cent antimony 
$40.00 per 40 Ib. roll 


POWDER 
T32 $70.00 per 8 lb. container 


4234 N. 63rd Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85033 
(602) 846-5791 
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SPECIALISTS in GUN CLEANING SUPPLIES for ACCURACY 
100% Cotton Flannel Patches ¢ Brass Core/Bronze Bristle 
Bore Brushes ® Cleaning Rods ¢ Spear Pointed Jags * Bore Guides 
¢ Action Tools ¢ Cleaning Solvents ¢ Gun Oil 

Complete Line of Accessories from .17 Cal. - .45 Cal. Rifle 
Pro-Shot Products, PO. Box 396, Taylorville, IL 62568 
Phone (217) 824-9133 FAX (217) 824-8861 
Send or call for free catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 


WANTED 


HERTER’S ADAPTER 


40-X ACTIONS, STOCKS, 4 Universal (RCBS-type) shellholders 
fit Herter presses using this all-steel 
and RIFLES. = adapter, with spring retainer. $14.25 

Bob Pease 


™ ne” = oplus $1 postage. from Vega Tool 
ee a 40 Commerce St. 
ey? Unit H, Boulder, CO 80301. 


(303) 443-4750 


POB 787, New Braunfels, TX 78131. 
AC 512 625-1342 afternoons 


Fe ees 
MATCH GRADE-CUT RIFLED BARRELS 
HAND LAPPED — CHROME-MOLY AND STAINLESS STEEL 
PRECISION ACCURACY IS OUR FIRST CONCERN 
Contact Mark Chanlynn 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RIFLE WORKS, LTD. 
1707 14th ST. BOULDER, COLO 80302 303-443-9189 
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All Remington centerfire bolt actions except 
Model 788. Set to specified weight-of-pull, 
one pound minimum, no creep. Send trigger 
assembly only. Cost $25. 


R.D. 1, Box 483-A, 
Dept. PS 
SAEGERTOWN, 
PENNSYLVANIA 
16433 

(814) 763-2769 


Brochure $2.00 


Specializing in reloading tools, clean- 
ing tools, accuracy equipment and 
rifle accessories to fill your needs. 


CUSTOM PRODUCTS 
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Dear Dave, 

Before we let the Gammuto Oil Finish die 
its natural death, | think | should comment 
on the reply of one Jim Coffin. I've known 
Jim and Charley Coffin (who show up at the 
ACGG exhibitions as the notorious Coffin’s 
Corner displays) for several years now, and 
I’m surprised that the ordinarily loquacious 
brother of James didn’t mention his stock 
finishes. (If Geza Nagy can mention his fa- 
vorite brew, certainly the Coffin piece in the 
same issue could’ve described his potions 
as well.) 

The stuff Jim uses, last time | checked 
with him, is a product called Daly’s Sea Fin 
teak oil. Itis an oil-modified polyurethane fin- 
ish for marine woodwork. The stuff is 
watery-thin, penetrates well, and, with 
enough applications, will build to a glossy 
sheen. First | heard of the stuff was a note in 
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MORE ON WOOD STOCKS 


the ACGG Newsletter by Duane Wiebe, 
who praised it highly. Used for both finish 
and a wet-sanding agent, the stuff does 
well. It doesn’t build to a good surface quite 
as fast as Coffin intimates, but that’s proba- 
bly due to the fact that Coffin is working on 
better wood than | trust myself with. (Please 
note also that Coffin’s cautions on ventila- 
tion should be heeded; Sea Fin seems to be 
quie non-toxic, as stated by Wiebe, but 
other finishes are not so blessed.) 

It’s an old woodworker’s adage that a 
good finish is 90% preparation and 10% ap- 
plication, but when it comes to gunstocks, 
just any old slop won’t do. We look for prod- 
ucts that provide good resistance to mois- 
ture penetration, that are easy to work with 
and that are easy to refurbish (meaning, 
among other things, that they don’t darken 
over time). Sherwin Williams used to make a 


AE 


stuff called Beauty-Lok that achieved some 
fame for (ACGG Secretary) Al Lind. S-W 
now makes A66V91 gloss varnish to re- 
place Beauty-Lok, but some years ago Al 
went to DuPont 704C. The bottom line is 
that a good finish is no better than the way 
it’s handled. To paraphrase Mr. Coffin: “If 
Jerry Fisher (or some other acknowledged 
ultra-elite stockmaker) were to say in a loud 
voice that three-day old chickenshit is the 
only stuff to use, you’d have half the 
gunbuilders in the country headed for the 
barnyard with a pail in one hand and a shov- 
el in the other.” 

Keep Calm, 

John D. Babcock 

P.O. Box 1122 aa 

Tacoma, Washington 98401 
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Having just fired my fifth shot of this 
group, a quick look through the spotting 
scope revealed just what | had hoped for, 
one tiny ragged little hole. Pushing the sta- 
tus button on the chronograph showed an 
average of 2444 fps. “Not bad”, | said to my- 
self, another bush of the button revealed a 
standard deviation of just 7 fps. “WOW”. A 
100 yd. walk to the target with caliper in 
hand was rewarded with a group of .224 in. 
Upon returning to the bench | respectfully 
patted my pride and joy. Who would believe 
it, less than quarter inch groups from a 30- 
30. Oh, did | mention, fired out of a 14 in. TC 
Contender handgun. 

That group is one of many quarter inch 
groups | have fired out of my TC using a 
stock TC 14 in. barrel rechamber to 30-30 
Ackley Improved. But it still amazes me to 
how it does it and why. I'll admit that! am not 
a benchrest quality shooter although | do 
get in a lot of practice. | must have just lucki- 
ly found a great combination that does 
shoot well together. 

After firing several thousand rounds, | 
have decided that the 30-30 Ackley is one of 
the best wildcats ever developed. Its case 
head size, shoulder angle, case capacity, 
and length of neck are ideal for use in the TC 
Contender. It is capable of outstanding ac- 
curacy, performance and long case life. A 
simple rechamber job for stock 30-30s is all 
it takes to turn an OK performer into a mas- 
terpiece, and dies are available from 
Redding for around $30.00. 

The early TC barrels had a 1 in 14 in. twist 
(which is what mine has), the later barrels 
have a 1 in 10 in. twist to better stabilize the 
150+ gr. bullets. 


Prairie Dog News 
International Varmint Association 
We all share information - where and 
how. Membership Jan. 1, to Dec. 31, 
1989 and start with March issue, 


SL INTERNATIONAL 


2615 N. Fourth St., #603, Dept. PS, 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814 
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by 
Allan Shinogle 


There is not a lot of loading data pub- 
lished on the 30-30 IMP. | have found that 
the loading data for the 300 Savage to be 
very close. The most accurate loads 
“seem” to come from the middle burn rate 
powders, H-335, 4895, 3031, etc. With 
these powders, 90 to 100% case fill can be 
achieved without over-pressure conditions. 
Being a rimmed case, it’s much easier to 
properly fireform and headspace (both the 
rim and shoulder) than the .300 Savage. 
The neck is longer than the .300 Savage 
which will appeal to the cast bullet shooters. 

A few notes on brass. There is a wide var- 
iance in the construction of the makes of 
brass. DO NOT CHANGE BRANDS OF 
BRASS WITHOUT DOWN-LOADING AND 
RE-WORKING UP. | have been asked if | 
have tried using .375 Big Bore brass. | 
admit, | have not. | don’t see the need unless 
the chambering reamer has cut too large a 
neck and you need to fill it up (my fired necks 
only expand 4 thousands larger than loaded 
rounds). | feel it is a bad practice to suggest 
using .375 brass unless the shooter is ex- 
perienced and does a chamber cast to know 
how much neck to turn off. Should the 
shooter use necked down .375 brass not 
properly turned down in a tight neck cham- 
ber, A HIGH PRESSURE AND DANGER- 
OUS SITUATION WILL RESULT. 

Case life with the 30-30 IMP. is excellent, 
in fact, the brass | used for this test has 15 
loadings on it. The sharp shoulder and mini- 
mum case taper gives it the long life. When 
this barrel was a normal 30-30, 6 to 8 warm/ 
hot loadings was all that brass would usual- 
ly take. 

The test data was compiled using an 


MATCH PREP 


PRIMER POCKET TOOL 


This conipetition-grade life- 
time carbide tool cuts pockets 
gto SAAMI specs, precise 
depth, bottom flat, for 
uniform primer seating condi- 
tions. Continued use keeps 
pocket clean. Specify large 
rifle or small rifle, each priced 
$20 plus $1 shipping. 
Whitetail Design & Engineer- 
ing Ltd., 9421 E. Mannsiding 
Road, Clare, Michigan 48617 


ORDER FROM 


Reid WHITETAIL DESIGN & ENGINEERING LTD. 


Dept. PS, 9421 E. Mannsiding Rd. 
Clare, Michigan 48617 


30-30 Ackley Imp. 


Oehler 33 Chronograph with the 
skyscreens 15 feet in front of the muzzle. 
Each group was from 5 shots and the range 
was 100 yds. The TC Contender used in the 
test is as follows: 


Continued on next page 


BALD EAGLE 
PRECISION MACHINE CO. 


For the Shooter desiring 
the traditional cast iron 
front pedestal rest the Bald 
Eagle Front Rest is now of- 
fered in fine grain gray cast 
iron as well as aircraft qual- 
ity Tenzeloy aluminum. 
The new cast iron rest is 
made to the same close 
tolerances to which you 
have become accustomed 
in the original model and 
will include all of the fea- 
tures found in the lighter 
rest, including the rack and 
pinion adjustment. The 
new rest will weigh 16 - 18 
pounds depending upon 
the options chosen. 


Bald Eagle Precision will 
attempt to satisfy any de- 
mand a bench rest shooter 
might have when making 
such an important decision 
as that of choosing the 
right front pedestal rest. 


BALD EAGLE 
PRECISION MACHINE CO. 


101 ALLISON ST. 

LOCK HAVEN, PA. 17745 
TELEPHONE (717) 748-6772/2074 
FAX: 717-748-4443 
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Grips - Pachmayr grip and forend 
Rest used - Front- Wichita bench rest 
Rear - sand bags 


Group size was recorded by measuring the groups outside to outside distance at the largest 


point and subtracting 308in. 


Legend-- 

YVE- Very. Very Easy Extraction (case falls out when barrel is pointed up) 
VE- Very Easy Extraction( case falls out with slight assist) 

E- Easy Extraction (case is easily pulled from chamber) 

NE- Some resistance to being pulled from chamber 

FL- Frame lockup and very hard case extraction 

YSC- Very Slight Cratering of primer 

SC- Some cratering and flattening of primer 

¥VC- Very much cratering and flattening 


Test Number One - 


Brass - Retaington (full length sized for this test, flash holes de- 
burred, primer pockets reamed and squared for 
consistancy). 

Primer - CCI * 350 Pistol 

Builet - 125 grain flat base bench rest bullets made by David 
Tooley (These bullets were used due to their long ogive 
and short shank). 

GAL - 2.870 

Temp. - From 60 to 65 degrees 

H335 

Weight Velocity Group Std Dev Comments 

40 gr. 2470 1.105 in. al VE 

41 er. 2539 1.406 in. 26 E-sc 

42 er. 2506 1.260 in. 26 E-sc 

H4895 

38 er. 2332 872 in. 33 YVE 

39 er. 2403 1.02 in. 36 VVE 

40 gr. 2444 244 in. 7 VE - A real suprise 

IMR 3031 
er. 222 816 in. 4 VIVE 

Tear 2344 840 in. 1? VVE 

39 gr. 2414 1.24 in. 16 VIVE - ¥SC 

40 gr. 8460 560 in. 49 VVE- SC 


Test Number Two - 


Brass - Winchester (full length sized for this test, flash holes de- 
burred. primer pockets reamed and squared for consistancy). 
Primer - Federal *210 Rifle 
Bullet - 130 grain Speer flat base bullets 
GAL - 2.720 
Temp. - From 60 to 65 degrees 
H335 
Weight Velocity Group 5td Dey Comments 
40 2r. 2098 1.01 in. 53 E 
42 gr. 2384 780 in. 42 E-SC 
30 


30-30 ACKLEY IMP. 
Continued 


Summary of tests: 

Test one — shows the accuracy potential 
of the 30-30 Ackley. The groups would be 
even smaller if | would do my part better. 
Several of the groups were a small ragged 
hole with a called flyer. | have several times 
gotten groups in the 1/4 bracket (again, 
when | do my part). | have been using Bench 
Rest bullets due to the higher BC of the long 
ogive (tapered part of the bullet) and the 
shorter shank portion. This results in a more 
accurate, faster velocity, longer distance 
bullet with less friction to the barrel. 

Test two — was run for demonstration 
only, to show that changing brands of brass 
OR from pistol to rifle primers OR bullets of 
different designs can have changes in pres- 
sure but changing all three can be detrimen- 
tal or even dangerous. | knew that this lot of 
Winchester brass has a lesser powder ca- 
pacity than the Remington brass which 
would increase the working pressure. 
Changing from pistol to rifle primers would 
also give an increase in pressure. | knew 
that the longer shank of the 130 gr. Speer 
bullet would again increase the working 
pressure. By doing all three (which is acom- 
mon mistake by novice reloaders), as you 
can see from the chart, can give rapid in- 
creases in pressure. AS MY DADDY USE 
TO SAY, “DON’T DO DUMB THINGS’. 

Test Three — | have found my barrel to 
not satisfactorily stabilize the 150 + gr. bul- 
lets. This is not to say the 30-30 IMP. witha 
1 in 10 in. twist barrel will not perform with 
the heavier bullets. Still, 2inch groups witha 
14 in. TC is not too bad, and more than able 
to take a deer sized animal at normal dis- 
tances. If | had access to a 1 in 10 in. 30-30 
IMP. | think it would be very interesting to do 
a side by side comparison between the two 
just to see the differences. 

Test Four — This test was an after 
thought. | have never tried using cast bullets 
in the 30-30 IMP. so | put a few together and 
found the results interesting. They shot as 
well or better than the 150 gr. jacketed. | will 
be exploring this area more in the future, es- 
pecially if | can get a good looking mold in 
the 120-130 gr. bracket. As was stated 
above, no leading was accumulated during 
the test. | had planned on cleaning the barrel 
after each sample run (5 rounds) but as 
there was no leading | did not do this. | will 
say, that | have hand lapped this barrel with 
Corbin bore lap and fire lapped using treat- 
ed crushed walnut shells (case tumbling 
media), so the bore is very smooth. 

| have found the 30-30 IMP. to be out- 
standingly accurate, mild in recoil, and a 
very good performer. What more could one 
ask for? The case head size, allows higher 
internal working pressures than the 300 
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H4895 Savage, 30-40 Krag or the .300 BS. without 
stressing the frame, although CAUTION is 


38 er. 2043 1.05 in. 18 E-SC the key word as any case can be over- 

39 gr. 2473 1.43 in. 24 NE - SC pressured. If you own either a 30-30 Win, 

40 gr. 2732 one round fired (TOO HOT!!!) FL '30 Herrett or just thinking about buying 

IMR 3031 one, hopefully this data will get you to think- 

. ing about rechambering to the 30-30 IMP. 

37 er. 1766 124in. 2 E-sc For target, match, varmitting or mid-size 

Ver. 2089 1 86in. NE-5C game hunting, you won't find a better car- 
41 gr. 2656 one round tive *er00 HOT!!!) FL tridge for your TC than this one. 


Test Number Three - 


Brass - Remington (full length sized for this test, flash holes de- 
cme primer fie reamed and squared for THE U LTIMATE IN 
consistancy). RIFLE ACCURACY 
Primer - CCI * 350 Pistol Bek Newick 
Bullet - Hornady 150 gr. FMJ-BT SORT ORS 
OAL - 2.829 The benchrest oriented hand- 
Temp. - From 60 to 65 degrees book for anyone interested in 
——_—_—  rR>mD>™jm—orovoOo shooting small groups. Chapters in- 
H4198 clude: parts of the rifle, bullets, 
Weight Velocity Group Std Dev Comments scopes, case preparation, load Se- 
lection, bench technique, wind 
28 er. 2093 3.20 in. 12 YVE shooting, and troubleshooting. 
30 er. 2173 2.18 in. 4 VVE Help for any shooter looking for 
perfect scores, varmints, or big 
IMR 4064 panic, 
$5 er. 2053 L70in. 15 VE Signed copies only $34.95 + 
37 er. 2174 205 in. 2 VE $2.50 shipping and handling. Glenn 
Ver. 2316 207 in. 38 E-SC Newick, 6601 Kirby Drive #527, 
Houston, Texas 77005 
H335 
35 gr. 2166 2.06 in. 2 YVVE 
Ver. 2297 1.43in. 18 VE-¥SC 
39 er. 2373 2.06 in. 16 E-SC 
IMR 3031 
34er. 2050 2.02 in. 20 YVE 
36 or. 2195 1.25 in. 10 VE-¥SC 
Ber 2361 1 92in. 19 E-SC 


Test Number Four - 


Brass - Winchester (full length sized for this test, flash holes de-burred, primer 
pockets reamed and squared for consistancy). 
Primer - CCI #350 
Bullet - LYMAN MOLD #311466, Hornady Gas Checks, LBT Blue lube, 
Average shooting weight = 161gr. hardness was BN 20-22. 
OAL - 2.568 
Temp. - From 60 to 65 degrees 
* there was no barrel leading accumulated during the entire test(40 rounds of cast bullets 
fired) 
H335 
Weight Velocity Group Std Dev Comments 
33 gr. 2054 1.65 in. 24 YVVE 
35 gr. 2116 1.13 in. 18 YVE 
J? er. 2248 869 in. 5 VVE 
H4895 
35 gr. 2166 1.81 in. 26 VVE 
37 er. a297 1.29 in. 18 VE 
er. 2373 1.35 IN. 12 E-SC 
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THE ULTIMATE HUNTING HANDGUN 
NOW AVAILABLE FROM STOCK 


PRIMER POCKET BUSHINGS 
Steel bushings to convert brass 
primer pockets from large rifle to 
small rifle for bench rest accuracy 
and reinforcing cases 


Package of 100 
$1 4.95 plus shipping 


and handling 
Dealer inquiries invited 
Freedom Arms 
Box 1776 PS Freedom, WY. 83120 
(307) 883-2463 


BOB PEASE 


Dr. G. C. Schaefer 
Rt 1 Box 113 
Meherrin VA 23954 


Greetings Jerry, 

Nice to see you getting a chance to write 
to PRECISION SHOOTING with a sugges- 
tion. Bet you didn’t expect an old friend 
would be answering your letter regarding 
the filter for the scope. 

Somewhere back in the dark ages of 
benchrest there were a couple of us who 
were photographers and we of course had 
to try the old black and white film Wratten fil- 
ters that Kodak made at that time. We set- 
tled on either the K-1 or K-2 but mostly it 
was used for morning fog when shooting in 
the mountains. Hart’s Council Cup range in 
Pennsylvania was one in particular where 
the filters helped. There you shoot uphill and 
morning light isn’t the greatest. 

About time we though we had really dis- 
covered something we found the same filter 
offered in the Lyman catalog. Catch was 
that they were smarter than we were at first 
and had it available for the ocular lens while 
we were still struggling with putting them on 
or in the objective lens. Now in retrospect | 
have to wonder if the Anderson Co., makers 
of the Storm King lens caps, might not have 
made them up for Lyman. Where the Storm 
King to this day is black plastic those old 
Lyman filters were in a very similar but red 
plastic cap. 

Now the Anderson Co. makes front and 
rear Storm Kings in every conceivable size 
for any and all scopes on the market. It 
should be no problem to pop out the Ander- 
son plastic clear lens and replace it with a 
Kodak filter close to the same size. 

We had one competitive shooter here in 
Central Texas who used the filters regularly 
for most mornings but others never seemed 
to accept the idea and it never really be- 
came an accepted practice. 

Today everyone is so meticulously con- 
cerned about every degree of sharpness 
and clarity in their optics that use of a filter 
would probably only be considered under 
the most adverse of conditions. Foggy 
damp mornings were the only advantages 
that | could ever see and it really did help 
then. 

We also experimented with rotating Pola- 
rized filters to cut down on late afternoon 
sun glares but were unsuccessful because 
the dual rotating filters only worked when 
used on the objective lens. As you readily 
found out that flat doesn’t work. 

Thanks for writing in to PRECISION 
SHOOTING and it may be that Dave Bren- 
nan will want to pass this info on as an idea 
for some of the younger shooters to mull 
over. Oh by the way, the filters did seem to 
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The 6MM OLEWINE 


This wildcat, based on Remington BR brass, occasionally pops up in equipment listings in 
the East. For instance, in the match report for Dunham’s Bay in this issue, Jack Sutton is 
reported as firing a 6mm Olewine. For those who are curious, we have come up with a car- 
tridge drawing for your wonder and amazement. Those readers wishing to send us (negotia- 
ble) checks, as a tangible sign of appreciation, are encouraged to do so. 


MINIMUM CHAMBER DIMENSIONS , CALIBER 


- 4687 


MIN.= 1.1161 


1.460 


RIFLESS BOLT FACE 


BELTED-RIMMED BOLT FACE 


BOB PEASE 


Continued 


work a lot better on the Hunter Class 6X 
scopes than they did on the 20X and 30X 
target scope. 

Stay loose up there and keep a foolin’ 
around in the shootin’ game. It never ceases 
to be fun. 

Sincerely, 
Bob 


BACK ISSUES 


are available from: John Hollister, R.D. #2, 
Box 2395, Whitehall, New York 12887-9539. 
Inquiries by mail only, please. Make checks 
payable to Precision Shooting. 
1-24 issues, $2.00 apiece 
over 24 issues, $1.50 apiece 


6MM_OLEWINE 


DATUM .350 


-265 
-265 


+2435 


«2435 
bore .236 


12132 


HENRIKSEN TOOL COMPANY, INC. 
P.O. BOX BBB * PHOENIX, OREGON 87835 


BOOY , ITPI 0085 

NECK, ITPILN oO 
RESIZE N.D. 

BRASS 8.R. REM 


DESIGNED By JAMES ZEYN 


SCHNEIDER 
RIFLE BARRELS, 
INC. 


Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 
22 RF thru .375 calibers. 


Standard and custom contouring, 
including fluting with lapping and 
stress relief afterwards. 


GARY SCHNEIDER 
12202 N. 62 PL. 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85254 
TEL. (602) 948-2525 
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Many moons ago when | was a youngster 
growing up on an Ohio farm my favorite pas- 
time in the summer was shooting ground- 
hogs. There wasn’t as much time for this as 
| would have liked since the hay had to be 
baled, fence to be repaired and other such 
unpleasant tasks to be attended to. | 
sneaked away every chance | got to shoot 
groundhogs (woodchucks to you city slick- 
ers). | came into possesion of my first rifle 
when | was eleven years old or so, which 
was about four years later than | judged 
appropiate. The reason for this was the rifle 
in question was handed down to me from 
my older brother and he was reluctant to re- 
linquish it. | only managed to pry it loose 
from him after he bought a new Marlin. This 
rifle was a Stevens bolt action single shot 
.22 of unknown age. | immediately cleaned it 
using the tried and true method of tying a 
small rag saturated with neetsfoot oil to a 
string, the other end of which was tied to a 
nail, and dropping the nail through the bore 
from the muzzle and pulling it through. Used 
the same setup as long as | owned that 
gun. 

Being satisfied it was well cleaned | set up 
some tin cans and did some practicing, 
using some .22 shorts my brother gave me. 
Before long | discovered the gun shot some- 
thing like an inch and a half left at 15 yards. 
Knowing nothing about guns, I, in my youth- 
ful wisdom, decided the barrel was bent and 
applied Kentucky windage with every shot. 
It was many years later before | discovered 
the old iron sights were adjustable. 

| shot my first groundhog one May morn- 
ing, ambushing him from behind a large 
beech tree from a distance of ten feet. | was 
really quite proud of my achievement and 
carved my name and the date in the bark of 
the beech to commemorate it. Since | was 
now an accomplished hunter | pitched my 
case to my Dad for a carton of high speed 
long rifle hollow points. Promised to rid the 
entire farm of groundhogs if | remember 
right. To my disappointment he produced 
another box of .22 shorts and hinted that he 
expected a groundhog to be killed with each 
round. It wasn’t that Dad was cheap, 
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money was better spent on running the 
farm. | also suspect he was overly con- 
cerned about the safety of the cattle, a view- 
point that farmers and ranchers stubbornly 
hold to this day. 

With only .22 shorts to use | was forced to 
get quite close to my quarry if | expected to 
hit them, let alone make a kill. | spent a great 
deal of time crawling along fence rows and 
through brush. Needless to say | discovered 
all there is to know about spiders, ticks and 
chiggers. Also became intimately aquainted 
with the various kinds of thistles, nettles and 
poison ivy. After a few months of this misery 
| could stalk like an Injun. 

| knew where all of the groundhogs were 
located on the farm, including the neighbor- 
ing farms. | traveled the same circuit every 
morning. My normal tactic was to look over 
the area of the burrows from a good van- 
tage point, sometimes from a tree and plan 
my stalk in advance. | took advantage of 
every tree, bush or clump of grass possible. 
Some of these stalks took a lot of time and 
weren't always successful. | needed to get 
within 50 yards, preferrably closer. Fence 
rows were used to good advantage since 
they were usually overgrown with weeds 
and trees. With luck | could make two or 
three kills in a morning hunt before being 
called to hoe the garden or some other 
equally noxious task. 

| read every hunting magazine | could get 
my hands on and one day read an article 


RAIHA 
HAND PRIMING TOOL 


f 


uses RCBS type 
shellholders. 
Adjustable for 
priming depth. 
4.5 inches long. 
Quality materials. 
z Write for literature: 
Pend Oreille Sport Shop 
3100 Highway 200 East 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208) 263-2412 


THE PROPER WAY TO 
SPOOK A GROUNDHOG 


Boyd Mace 


that changed everything. It was like a 300 
watt light bulb coming on in my head. The 
concept was dazzling. The writer of this arti- 
cle told of a deer hunter (in Texas | believe) 
who dressed up in white and stalked deer in 
the open. His theory was that deer couldn’t 
see white or whatever, and paid no atten- 
tion to anything approaching dressed in that 
color. The hunter was quite successful in 
walking up ridiculously close to grazing 
deer. 

Now it occured to me that groundhogs 
shouldn’t be able to see white either, being 
considerably lower in intelligence than deer. 
Sneaking around the house | swiped one of 
my mother’s sheets off the clothesline. 
Using my stalking skills | skulked away to 
the barn where | fashioned a fine costume, 
cutting eyeholes and tying on the whole af- 
fair with baling twine so it wouldn't flap in the 
wind. Now properly clad in my new armour 
off | went to find a groundhog. 

| promptly found one standing on a bur- 
row outin the middle of a hayfield on the side 
of a hill above the county road. The ground- 
hogs in this field were generally out of my 
reach after the hay was cut, since there was 
no cover to use for stalking. Slowly | 

Continued on next page 
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Rebarreling — Rechambering — 
Restocking 


CUSTOM RIFLES 
54 Woodshire South 


Getzville, New York 14068 
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Send $1.00 for brochure. 
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stalked, walking upright through the field 
until | got within ten yards of the groundhog, 
who stared at me the whole time in disbelief. 
Snatching the Stevens out from under the 
sheet | drilled him through the head. Now | 
was naturally quite proud of my achieve- 
ment and struck several poses with my tro- 
phy in front of an imaginary photographer. | 
named my hunting method “spooking” and 
decided this was the only way to hunt. 

What | hadn’t counted on was the effect 
this had on the neighbors, some of whom 
had stopped their cars on the county road 
and watched the event with astonishment. 
Too late | saw them standing there in slack- 
jawed amazement and was forced to make 
a hasty retreat over the hill and into the 
woods out of sight. Quickly | removed my 
costume and slunk back to the barn where | 
hid it in the haymow. 

| had a real problem on my hands, if you 
know what! mean. My mother had probably 
missed the sheet by now and | couldn’t re- 
turn it to the clothesline since it had been. . . 
altered. And now the neighbors had seen a 
ghost in the hayfield and were sure to talk. 
My mother was no dummy and would be 
certain to put two and two together. | 
sneaked back to the house (by now | was 
getting quite good at sneaking) and to my 
relief saw the sheets still hanging on the 
clothesline. She hadn’t missed it yet. Quick- 
ly | rearranged the remaining sheets to fill 
the missing gap and walked whistling into 
the house. 

My mother was busy canning vegetables 
so | graciously offered to take down the 
sheets from the clothesline and fold and put 
them away. She accepted my offer with 
wonderment and thus | was able to hide my 
theft. 

| don’t know if my mother ever heard the 
story of the ghost in the hayfield but | was 
sure to be in trouble if she did, so | confined 
my “spooking” to the back pastures out of 
sight of farmhouses and roads. Worked al- 
most every time. Come to think of it | may 
have started a legend in the area but I never 
dared mention the subject to anyone. 
Maybe | will bring it up to my mother some- 
day. Surely | am too old for her to take a 
board to me now. 


Reloaders Discounts! 


30% off list prices of Redding, C-H, 
Bonanza’s top quality dies and equip- 
ment. Send $3.50 for manufacturer's 
catalog/price pack, refundable on $25 
order. VISA/MasterCard accepted. 
Vega Tool Company, Dept, 488, 
1840 Commerce St., Unit H, Boulder 
Colorado 80301. (303) 443-4750. 
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JOHN F. HEROLD 


36 Fisher St. 
Ft. Fairfield, ME 04742 


Mr. Seely Masker 
261 Washington Ave. 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 


Seely: 

| promised you a report on the 6 SM Wasp 
with the 12” twist barrel, so here goes: 

In short, the gun shoots great — so well, 
in fact that it’s making a monkey out of me. 
Every little error that | make shows up in the 
groups, and there’s nothing to blame it on 
but the shooter — me! So far, it’s been too 
cold to do much serious shooting, but | do 
have a bunch of cases fire formed, and sev- 
eral pretty decent groups to show for my ef- 
forts. | found that even bench shooting is ex- 
ceedingly difficult when you can’t feel your 
trigger finger and your whole body is shak- 
ing. 

I spent an afternoon two weeks ago in 20 
degree weather shooting the first 20 shots. | 
fired one shot and cleaned for ten rounds 
like you told me. The barrel came around 
very nicely, and by the tenth round, Sweet’s 
7.62 would only pull out the tiniest amount 
of copper after two patches of Shooter’s 
Choice and two passes with the brush. | had 
made a nice cleaning rod guide out of a 
formed case, brass tubing, and some 
“Tenite” screwdriver handle stock to keep it 
centered in the action. | then fired two five- 
shot groups, and cleaned after each one. 
The last one, with 68-gr. Berger bullets 
opened up to .120” when | blew the last 
shot. | went home cold but happy. 

Yesterday afternoon, it was cold and 
snowing again, so | just naturally had to go 
out and freeze again on the range. After fir- 
ing a couple of five-shot groups and clean- 
ing after each, | decided to try a 20-shot 
string without cleaning. Things worked just 
fine, accuracy held up, and Shooter's 
Choice and a brush took care of all the foul- 
ing. The 7.62 came out clean, so | guess I'll 
only use it after every 20 rounds or so from 
here on in. 

This is an excellent barrel and barrel job 
by anyone’s standards, and my hat’s off to 


JEWELL TRIGGERS 


2 ounce triggers, 
with or without safety 


ARNOLD JEWELL 
525 Riverside Drive 
New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
(512) 620-0971 


you. I’m enclosing oopies of two of the 
groups | fired: .251” and .261” with Berger 
bullets. He hasn't been able to ship me any 
80 grain bullets yet, but his 68's are really 
shooting well. By the way — you were ab- 
solutely right in that don’t shoot 
anywhere near as well. I’ve got a box that 
I’m using up for fireforming loads, and that 
will be it for the “factory” bullets. 

| honestly feel that I'll be able to get the 
gun to shoot in the ‘teens with some prac- 
tice and fiddling. It sure “wants” to, and | 
know when | call a shot 1/4” out and that’s 
where it lands that there’s nothing wrong 
with the gun. And remember too, that we 
didn’t really build a true bench rifle here (or 
rather you did but | didn’t, if you know what | 
mean); | have a Shilen 112 Ib trigger that I'm 
sure handicaps me at the bench, although | 
feel it will be much better for field use, pri- 
marily because it still incorporates a safety. 
I’m using a Lyman 20X LWBR scope with a 
3/8 moa Premier dot — too big by usual 
pure target standards, but OK for the field 
again. I’m using Leupold 2-pc bases and 
rings (high) which | lapped. Also, | have an 
H-S Precision Remington 700 Varmint 
stock — the forend is quite narrow and 
round by bench standards, so you have to 
really watch that the crosshairs are level for 
each shot, or shots tend to slide out to the 
sides. Can't let your cheek touch the stock, 
either, or the same thing will happen. The 
high rings pretty well take care of that prob- 
lem, though. The aluminum action bedding 
block worked very well, however, once | re- 
moved the plastic “flashing” around it so the 
action was down on the aluminum and the 
barrel floating. 

A couple of comments you might want to 
pass along to potential “Wasp” owners: 1) 
Don't try to form cases out of once fired .30- 
30 brass. The dies just won't size the base 
small enough to fit your chamber, and noth- 
ing under the sun will force them in. Use un- 
fired brass only. 2) Along that same line, the 
PMC brass seems to run .001” to .002” 
smaller at the base than some others, and 
will give the best fit. The flash holes are just 
a bit small, too, and all clean up nicely to a 


Continued on page 36 
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NUMBER MAKE 


89H2 
89H3 
89H6 
89H7 


89H9 

89H12 
89H13 
89H14 
89H15 
89H17 


89H18 
89H19 


89H20 


89H21 
89H22 
89H23 
89H24 


89H25 
89H26 


89H27 


89H28 


89H30 
89H31 
89H33 
89H34 
89H35 


89H36 
89H37 


89H38 
89H39 
89H40 


Winchester 
Winchester 
Winchester 
Winchester 


Winchester 
Winchester 
Winchester 
Winchester 
Winchester 


Mauser 


Remington 


Remington 
Remington 


Remington 
Remington 
Remington 


Remington 
Remington 
Remington 


Remington 


Remington 


Winchester 
Remington 
Mauser 
Springfield 
Mauser 


Remington 


Mauser 


Remington 
Mauser 


Mauser 


FOR SALE 


The Guns of the late 
FRANK HUBBARD 


MODEL CALIBER SERIAL # TYPE SCOPE BARREL NOTES 

70 .220 Swift 572747 Sporter Heavy 26” Purchased 5/68 

70 7mm Mauser (7x57) GI550801 XTR 22" Purchased 10/82 

70 .220 Swift 331240 Sporter 24” Purchased 5/68 

70 .30-06 84825 Sporter B&L4X = 24” Purchased 4/69, Supergrade 
Reblued & stock repair 

70 .30-06 7423 Sporter Rep. 1980 Purchased 1944, Lyman SGT 

70 .257 Weath. Mag 100403 Sporter 26” Purchased 1970 

70 .30-06 159744 Target 24” Sporter Purchased 4/69, Target Stock 

70 30-06 Match 8485 Target 24” Purhcased 7/69, Stock Redone 

70 .220 Swift 291838 Target Unertl Hvy Target Purchased 5/68 

98 .219 Imp Zipper 1967 Target Lyman 27” Heavy Purchased 1954, Cham by Keel 

Target Donaldson Finished 

700 BDL .17/222Mag 6239338 Sporter Redfield 22” Ackley Purchased 70, McGowen Barrel 

700 BDL .270 Win 380183 Sporter 24” Douglas Purchased 3/71, Hart 
Rechambered 

40 X .270 Ace 39172B Bench Douglas Purchased 5/70, Work by Douglas 
Stock by L. Johnson 

700 BDL .220 Swift 6232249 Sporter Leupold 24” Douglas _ Purchased 70,. Stock by Johnson 

700 ADL 6mm B. R. 6243544 Bench Unertl 24” Rem Purchased 71, Stock by Johnson 

700 BDL .257 Imp Robt 6246113 Sporter Balvar 24” Ackley Purchased 10/69, Stock - Johnson 

70 ADL .222 Rem Mag 6268158 Sporter 24” Purchased 10/69, from Hart as 
.222 & Rechambered 

700 ADL .22/250 6262323 = Sporter 24” Purchased 10/69 from Hart, 
Johnson Made Stock 

700 ADL 6mm Rem 623950 Sporter 22. Purchased 10/69 from Hart, 
Johnson Made Stock 

700 BDL .240 P.S.P. 6237734 Sporter 22” Purchased 1/70, as .243Win, 
Rechambered by RCBS, Stock 
By Johnson 

700 .7mm-08 6260140 Sporter Douglas Purchased 3/83, Barrel Inst 
By Masker, Stock - Johnson 

70 .270 Wea. Mag. 483376 Sporter Stith 26” Douglas _ Rebarreled from .264 Mag. 

722 ADL .219 Wasp 354566 Bench 24” Hart Purchased 55 Stock (Straight) 

FN .270/4000 Wildcat Weaver Douglas 26.5 Purchased 55, Herters Stock 

.30-06 Sporter Risley Purchased 2/73, Holmes Stock 

98 .270 Helldiver Wildcat Weaver 23” Douglas Purchased 55, Overbaugh did 
Rib & Engraving 

700 ADL .25-06 6324235 Sporter 24” Purchased 5/70, Johnson Stock 

98 .250 Don Target B&L Douglas Made up 55, Chamber by Wallack 
Rest by Overbaugh, Deluxe Stock 

722 .220 Don Ace 39355 Wildcat Unertl Win 25”SS Purchased 3/58 

98 .219 Wasp 6990 Bench Hart 29.5 Homemade Bench Stock, Cotter 

98 .219 Wasp 6613 Bench Gregoire 26. Homemade Bench Stock 


P.O. BOX 28, BOONE STREET 
(315) 896-2088 


PATS PLACE 


BARNEVELD, N.Y. 13304 


_————— 
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uniform diameter with the standard flash 
hole reamers. 3) The PMC brass seems ex- 
tremely uniform in weight. | weighed a sam- 
ple of 20 completed cases with everything 
done to them, and came up with a total vari- 
ation of just plus or minus 1/2 grain. Re- 
markable! 4) The 1 in 12” twist barrel seems 
to shoot very well. Maybe this is the answer 
to some of the cold weather stability prob- 
lems recently discussed in “Precision 
Shooting.” Perhaps a few more shooters 
should try it instead of remaining absolutely 
wedded to the 14” twist. 27 Gr. of H-322 
just barely began cratering primers (al- 
though | noticed no head expansion) when 
the 68-gr bullets were seated .002” off the 
lands, so maybe the faster twist calls for 
slightly less powder charge than the stan- 
dard 28-gr. loads used with the 14” twist. I'll 
have to keep experimenting on this as the 
weather warms up. 5) The Redding forming 


with this Marquart Neck Turning Tool — pilot 
diameters from .17 to .30 caliber. We specialize in 
rebarreling and conversions — and CUT-RIFLED 


barrels, 7mm to .45 caliber. Marquart Precision Co.; 
Box 1740; Prescott, AZ 86302; (602) 445-5646 


ARMOR SHOOTING BENCH 


THE FINEST PORTABLE 
BENCHREST AVAILABLE. 


Heavy steel legs & rugged angled 
brackets. Large 14’ thick heavy top. 
29’’W x 44’’L x 33” High. Easy setup. 
3 Leg Model 55 Ibs. $119.95. 4 Leg 
Model 65 Ibs. $139.95. 3-4 Leg Combo 
Model 69 Ibs. $149.95. Plus UPS. 
ARMOR METAL PRODUCTS, P.O. 
BOX 4609, HELENA, MT 59604. 
(406) 442-5560. 


HIGH GRADE HUNTING Wb TARGET RIFLES 


and FL dies work well, but have to be very 
tight on the shell holder at the top of the 
stroke. | had to grind and polish .005” off the 
base of the FL die before cases would 
chamber at all, after neck turning. (Obvious- 
ly, you can’t try them before the necks are 
turned.) 

So, as you can see, | don’t have a true 
“bench” rifle here (although it wants to 
shoot like one), but | do have the prettiest 
varmint and occasional bench rifle in at least 
six counties. | can’t wait to get some critters 
behind the dot and see what she'll do, but 
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3/31/94 
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WORLD CLASS ACCURACY! 
Since 1982, benchrest shooters have 
broken 14 world records with rifles built 
by me. I use the same materials, techni- 
ques, and standard of quality when 
building rifles and XP-100 handguns for 
varmint shooting and big game hunting. 
$3.00 for Information Package. 


Kenny Jarrett; Jarrett Rifles, Inc. 
Route 1, Box 411, Jackson, SC 29831 ¢ (803) 471-3616. 


the weather so far just won’t cooperate. | 
guess since bench rest rifle shooting as we 
know it today got its most recent start from 
varmint rifles used in the field, there’s proba- 
bly nothing wrong with poking an occasion- 
al critter with a bench rifle, if just for old 
times’ sake — nothing particularly sacrile- 
gious here that | can see. 

Again, thanks for the wonderful job. !'ll 
send you more, if you like, as shooting pro- 
gresses. 

Best Regards 
John F. Herold 


Gan Sm WaAsp 
3/31/99 
6¥ qr ReaceR 
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CARBIDE MANDRELS 


22 cal 
6mm 
25 cal 
7mm 
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Hart & Sinclair 
Neck Turners 


VINCE GIAIMO 


WESTCHESTER CARBIDE 
148 Wheeler Ave. 
Pleasantville, NY 10570 


914 769-1445 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk” is another man’s “Collector’s 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with a 
Trading Post ad. ORDER FROM EDITOR. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials count 
as words. Hyphenated word counts as two words. 
Name and address of advertiser is counted. Use full 
words instead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear. 

Classified type ads: no display. Rates: 15 cents per 
word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum charge is 
$1.50. Closing date for ads is the 1st of the month 
preceding publication. To illustrate: we must have 
your ad copy in hand by August 1st to make the 
September issue. 


ORIGINAL Clyde Hart 222 Mag Heavy Var- 
mint, Rem 700 action, barrel, sleeve and 
wood stock by Clyde Hart. Dies by R.W. 
Hart, 350 used cases, 80 new factory 
primed cases, Unertl bases, $525. With 
Lyman LWBR 25 power scope and Redfield 
3200 rings $700 plus shipping. All excellent. 
Wanted: Unaltered Winchester 52B Marks- 
man stock. Bill Gibbons after 5 PM ET 703- 
364-1179. 


FOR SALE: Shilen DGA LV .222/35 by 
Freund, Shilen fiberglass stock, Shilen trig- 
ger, lapped rings, Hart barrel, good shooter, 
dies, bore guide, brass, $650.; Remington 
40X action completely reworked by Larry 
Smart, Sako extractor, Sinclair bolt stop 
and shroud, PPC bolt face, Davidson load 
ramp, $375.; 3300 Remington Benchrest 
52 gr. .22 bullets, $250.; Leupold/Premier 
40X scope w/dot, $250.; Leupold 36X CH, 
$225.; either scope for $200. with DGA; call 
Jerry after 6 p.m. CDT, 913-272-8144. 


FOR SALE: Leupold 36X FCH mint 235.00, 
Bob weekends 704-545-1265. 


FOR SALE: Lyman-Siebert 30X, low knobs, 
1/16” Lee Dot, NIB $225. Leupold 36X-BR 
Dot, NIB $359. Bob (801) 265-4669. 


WANTED: 220 Russian Sako brass, any 
quantity. Garry Hobbs (516) 997-6532. 


OPTICAL SERVICES CO. 
60% POWER INCREASE FOR AMERI- 
CAN MADE TARGET SCOPES, 75$, 
WEAVER T SCOPE BLUE PRINT 45$, T-6 
REDIAPHRAM FOR PARALLAX COR- 
RECTION AND INCREASED RESOLU- 
TION (BLUE PRINT + 10$), INSTOCK 
LEUPOLD AND WEAVER DOTS 45$, 
SPECIAL ORDER RETICLES 55$, CUS- 
TOM WORK (CALL FOR QUOTE). WE 
BUY /SELL WEAVER T’S. 
BILL ACKERMAN 
10236 WOODWAY 
EL PASO, TEXAS 79925 
915 592-5338 
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FOR SALE: H-S Precision hunter class 
stock - $150.00, Remington 700 short, ma- 
roon, Browning BPS shotgun, 12-28”, 
Invector model, like new, $275.00. 9 Ibs. 
Reloader 12, $90.00. Bob Reeser, Box 
1044, Thompson Falls, Mt. (406) 827-3929. 


WANTED: Remington 700 Varmint barrel, 
factory, .308 Winchester, new condition. 
David Helpenstell, (512) 853-5544, after 
6:00 pm, CDST. 


FOR SALE: Remington 20XBR scope, seri- 
al #056, $95. Unertl-Siebert BV-30 scope, 
with lens caps and Posa mounts, $155. 
Light varmint rifle on Rem. 600 action. Has 
Hart barrel, sleeve, stock and trigger. Cali- 
ber 6x47, Posa-bases. Has agged in the 
twos under good conditons, $290. New, un- 
fired Remington 40XBR, light varmint, cali- 
ber 6x47, 2 oz. trigger, no dings in or out. 
With 100 new Federal match cases, $550. 
Everything prepaid. Three day inspection of 
course. No phone. Glynn Paulson, P.O. Box 
85, Clermont, lowa 52135. 


FOR SALE: Fred Sinclair .222 (.22/40), 13 
Ibs., Hart #1 action, Hart barrel, McMillan 
fiberglass stock, 2 oz. trigger, glued action, 
$650. Remington 40XBR, 7x47, sporter, 
with half sleeve, $450. Both guns with right 
hand bolts. Lyman-Siebert 30 power scope 
with fine cross hairs, $230. 6mm Hart barrel 
blank with West Coast taper, $175 or best 
offer. Carl Hershberger, 715 Staufer Street, 
Scottsdale, Pa. 15683. 


FOR SALE: LV 6PPC and 22PPC switch 
barrels (Hart), Panda action, McMillan C.F. 
stock, in white metalflake, smithed by Seely 
Masker. Both barrels used very little, 
$1,795. Leupold 36X scope. Inquire about 
various tools and accessories. Pre '64 
Model 70, .30-06, 24” Hart barrel, Canjar 
trigger, fiberglass stock, $975. With Weav- 
er V-9 mounted, $1075. David Parsons. 
Phone (203) 379-6628 (home), (203) 379- 
3366 (work). 


FOR SALE: 6PPC, light varmint, 40XB ac- 
tion, white paint with colored metal flakes by 
Greenawalt, Schneider barrel, Kelbly rings, 
$1125 with Leupold 36X scope, $900 with- 
out scope. 222 Jalapena heavy varmint, 
Meyer action, Lee Six stock, Lilja barrel, 
dies, brass, extra bolt for PPC, $1225 with 
Leupold 36X scope, $1000 without scope. 
David Parsons (203) 379-6628 (home), 
(203) 379-3366 (work). 


MUST SELL all my rifles, reloading tools 
and misc. benchrest eqpt — will accept 
best offers for all or part of following: 
6PPC’s — Sporter (Sinclair) world record 
setter, Hvy Varmint (Sinclair), Hvy Bench 
(Hart), Unlimited (Sinclair and Hasecuster), 
Oehler Chronograph, Reloading Tools by 
Sinclair, Jones, and Masker — Dick 
Katchmar, 48 Berry Drive, Decatur, IL 
62526, (217) 877-6268 - mornings. 


FOR SALE: HV 6PPC, 262 neck, new, 
never fired. Wichita action, Hart rings, 
Shilen 2 oz. trigger, Hart barrel, McMillan 
graphite stock, painted, your choice of col- 
ors, with seating and neck gauge and rod 
guide. $1,495. FFL required. Dies available. 
For switch barrel HV-HB (cruiser), including 
change weights and 1.250” heavy bench 
Hart barrel, add $415. These guns not in on- 
hand inventory; built to order. Seely Masker 
(716) 689-8894. 


FOR SALE: Sporter, 6PPC, .262 neck, 
new, never fired. Panda action, Kelbly rings, 
Shilen 2 oz. trigger, Hart barrel, McMillan 
stock, painted (your choice of color), with 
seat and neck gauge and rod guide. Dies 
available. $1,580.00. These guns not in on- 
hand inventory; built to order. Seely Masker 
(716) 689-8894. 


FOR SALE: Remington 40XBR .222 Rem- 
ington, with Leupold 24X scope, and in- 
cludes Wilson hand die, mint condition, 
$695. Charles Fletcher (201) 767-5013 
(work), (201) 768-4240 (home). 


PRECISION SHOOTING SUBSCRIPTION 


(__) Precision Shooting, one year — $20.00. Canada $22.00 
(_) Precision Shooting, two years — $36.00. Canada $40.00 
( ) Precision Shooting outside U.S. — $26.00 each year, or $44.00 air-mail 
SUBSCRIPTION CHECKS NOT DRAWN ON AN AMERICAN BANK WILL BE RETURNED 


( ) New 


( ) Renewal 


MAIL PRECISION SHOOTING MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION TO: 
PRECISION SHOOTING, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, Ohio 44319 


Make checks payable to Precision Shooting. 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. STATE IP 
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FRANK HUBBARD’S PHOTOS 
OF THE EARLY DAYS 


This 1949 dated photo shows noted firearms writer Lucian Cary (on right) presenting a trophy to R.K. 
Nelson (the spark plug of the then very active range at Dubois, Pa. On the left, in dark shirt is the gunsmith 
Shirley Risley (involved in the start-up of the R-2 Lovell). 


This 1949 dated photo shows quite a collection of names... (from left): Bud Waite (NRA), Warren Page, 
Townsend Whelen, Fred Huntington (RCBS), Sam Clark Jr., Al Barr (NRA), and Lucian Cary. 
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1948, at Johnstown, New York. The range has now grown to ten benches. 


o 


1948, Johnstown firing line, from another angle. 
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ABOVE: The competitors at the 
1948 Johnstown match. Harvey 
Donaldson holds a target in the 
fourth row, Frank Hubbard is 
fourth from the left in the back 
row. Colonel Whelen is in the 
third row, to the right of the gen- 
tleman in the suit. Immediately 
behind him is Bob Wallack, and 
to his right is Al Marciante. 


LEFT: The “first one”, the Sep- 
tember 1947 match at Johns- 
town, at which time there were 
only five benches. At bench #4 
is Manley Butts, a noted shooter 
of that period. 
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ABOVE: A 1948 photo. Lucian 
Cary is on bench one, Marcy 
Prescott (of Elmira, N.Y.) is set 
up on his portable bench, and on 
bench #2 thatis either Taylor, or 
Robbins of the highly regarded 
gunsmithing firm of Taylor and 
Robbins, who built many cham- 
pionship rifles in that era. 


LEFT: Sam Clark Jr., of Water- 
ville, Maine. Involved in the de- 
velopment of the .219 Wasp, a 
noted Schuetzen shooter, anda 
top-flight benchrest shooter, 
was an associate of Harvey 
Donaldson. 
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Marcy Prescott, with his portable bench. The handwriting again is certainly that of Harvey. 
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ABOVE: Frank Hubbard, dated 
1947. His target is superim- 
posed on the photo. 


LEFT: The 1947 Labor Day 
match. On the steps of the origi- 
nal Johnstown clubhouse are: J. 
Bushnell Smith and Ray Biehler 
(of B&A bullet making dies), and 
in the front, from left, are: Sam 
Clark Jr., Harvey Donaldson, 
Manley Butts, and Frank Lucas. 
This was the beginning of the 
NBRSA. 


MORE PHOTOS 
NEXT MONTH 


PRECISION SHOOTING — SEPTEMBER, 1989 43 


TRANSCONTINENTAL HUNTER 


League - National Conference 


Newsletter of July 1989 


CHIPPEWA OH 3-0 WEST. MONTANA 3 
CAP.CITY ME 2-1 ENTIAT WASH. 2 
TIFFIN O IWL 1-2 T.C. ILLINOIS 2 
HOLMESBG PA 1-2 SNOW SHOE AK 1- 
AURORA ILL 1-2 LA CROSSE WI 1 

0-3 0 


DUNHAMS BAY YELLOWSTNE MT 


as written by Bob Pease 


ST. LOUIS 3-0 WACO AREA TEXAS 2 
LA. CAJUNS 3-0 LAS VEGAS NEV. 2 
SW LOUISIANA 2-1 NORTHERN COLO. 1 
NORTHERN IA 2-1 SEGUIN TEXAS i es 
MENOM.FLS WI 2-1 SAN JUAN NMEX 1 

1-2 0 


MENTOR OHIO SOUTH FLORIDA 


AUGUST 1989 


ENTIAT WA - 

SNOW SHOE AK - 
CAP CITY MAINE - 
WACO AREA TEXAS - 
LA CROSSE WI - 

T C ILLINOIS - 


LA CAJUNS 
DUNHAMS BAY 
NORTHERN IOWA 
AURORA ILLINOIS 
SAN JUAN NMX 
LAS VEGAS NV 


S W LOUISIANA - 
NORTHERN COLO - 
SEGUIN TEXAS - 
HOLMESBURG PA - 
CHIPPEWA OHIO - 
MENOM FALLS WI - 


ST LOUIS 
WESTERN MONTANA 
TIFFIN OHIO 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
MENTOR OHIO 
YELLOWSTONE MT 


NEWS & THOUGHTS 


The ranks of the undefeated have now thinned to 
four clubs. Chippewa in the East and Western 
Montana in the Northern Divisions have thus far 
escaped intact. The St. Louis gang faces ever tough 
Southwest Louisiana while the Cajuns wrestle with 
Entiat for their final encounters of the year. The 
point standings say that Entiat and S.W. Louisiana 
are two and three respectively in point ability! 


Other head cracking matches for August see West- 
ern Montana and Northern Colorado squaring off, 
Tiffin against Seguin and Waco Area Texas tangling 
with Aurora. Heads must roll! 


The “POSSIBLE CLUB’ this month finds Ira Farns- 
worth of Dunhams, Tom Richards of Northern Colo- 
rado and Speedie Gonzales of Waco Area Texas all 
firing their 250’s in a losing club cause. Elzie Scott 
of Entiat, Chuck Baraby of West Montana, Wayne 
Corley of St. Louis and Charles Braught of S.W. 
Louisiana fired theirs in winning causes. Congratu- 
lations to all! 


Closest match of the month occurred between 
Mentor, Ohio and neighboring Aurora, Illinois where 
equal scores required the “X-count” decision to put 
Aurora on top. 
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For July, a traditional vacation month, attendance at 
matches was at least adequate with no penalties 
assessed. Many newer shooters seem to favor 
Hunter Class over the Varmint classes. The only 
exception is in Florida where Tony Hidalgo is using 
everything but a bull whip to turn out shooters. Irony 
is they have a beautiful county owned and main- 
tained range that is the equal of many top ranges in 
the country but they seem slow to appreciate their 
opportunities. Many extremely viable clubs have 
arisen from Hunter Class beginnings to become 
National stature Hunter and Group shooting clubs. 
Hunter Class just makes it an easier start. 


Elsewhere in the country serious minded Hunter 
Class clubs are springing up in Georgia, California, 
Alabama, and Illinois. San Diego has a number of 
very serious shooters developing. This is a healthy 
omen for Hunter Class and may help provide for 
expansion of the American Conference and possible 
upgrading of the National Conference. The one 
thing any club must do it try to improve itself. None 
ever become so adept that improvement is beyond 
them. 


KEEP YOUR POWDER DRY! 
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P. O. Box 72/ Madrid, 1A 50156 
(515) 795-2906 


TCL 


SAmeri-Con- News 


American Conference, Transcontinental Hunter Rifle League 


Blind Freddy & 
The Flatlanders Mob 
Mainville 
Minnetonka 
Blue Grass 
Holmen 


"Actions speak lounder than words", 
notably, July's "action" may defy written 
description — hold on to your shorts! 

Van Dyne Sportsmen's Club crashed 
the "1200 barrier" using one Lee Keller 
as the battering ram; Lee hammered an 
impressive 246-6X, shooting a 7mm/08 
Factory Rem inan HS. Precision Stock! 
Van Dynes 1203-29X is good news for 
all of us! 

Mainville, spurning all of Blind 
Freddy's best advice, has virtually 
"locked" their divisional title . . . unless 
the pack all get "hung inafence"... orthe 
league director can fabricatea "solid case" 
against them! I may have Terry Meyer 
inspect their equipment, subjecting it to 
the "honey wagon" test — their mastery of 
Blind Freddy smells worse, from my 
downtrodden perspective, than Terry's 
beloved liquid hog manure—a limp barrel 
or two could slow Mainville down. If 
indeed they are human, they wouldn't be 
able to get near their equipment until next 
spring! I suppose they'd all just build new 
rifles and continue to kick Blind Freddy 
and the Flatlanders when we are all down 
— next case. 

Surprising Dakota, has struggled 
through wind, mirage, the stenchof"414", 
6mm bullet holes, tongue lashings by 
Lynn Hansen, slow curing cement, etc., 
etc., etc. — you'd think this mob would be 
bloody bushed. Quite the contrary, the 
Dakotans have bushed their competitors 
and stand a-bloody-long at 3-0! Hansen's 
mates have the opportunity to bar the 


Mainville vs No. Colorado 


Red Lodge vs Cen Tex. North 
Tri County vs Minnetonka 
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Black Stump Mob 


Northern Colo. 


Golden 


2 
Tri-County 3 
1 
Bald Eagle 1 


JULY 1989 MATCH RESULTS 


Red Lodge 
4 LaGrande 
-O Buffalo 
-2 Dakota 
-2 Minn. Hunters 


door! 

Judi Schwantes has whipped her wards 
into a frenzy, feeding the blokes the mana 
of "nationals mania." Indeed, denying 
that having the NBRSA Hunter Nation- 
als in your back yard does not improve 
your lot is like... well as bloody futile as 
be-bloody-lieving you might actually 
bloody locate the bloody "black stump!" 
Rumor has it that Judi reads the boys to 
sleep each evening; reading the results of 
the 1988 Hunter Nationals .. . and like all 
innocents, the Mob crys in unison, "Read 
itagain, Judi, read it again!" At3 & 0, and 
2nd in total points, Judi's Mob is very 
near the stump. 

Cody, Wyoming, 1989... The "Shoot- 
ing Complex, Inc." mob have fallen "in 
it" and managed tokeep their heads above 

. well lets just say that Frank has 
advised the sports, "Don't make waves!" 
These "complex" souls are just one vic- 
tory away from a shoot off berth! Terry 
Meyer is investigating the dramatic im- 
provement of these rascals and has deter- 
mined that they are importing "kanga- 
bloody-roo" rather than Iowa pork — Terry 
is going to subject Cody to the honey 
wagon routine and hopefully, change their 
complex-shun . .. before things get out of 
hand. Cody 2-1 and in control of their 
own destiny! 

Top gun for July is one Vince Pas- 
torella, shooting a 250-15X for Mainville 
— we are considering having a rubber 
stamp made, or leaving the last four let- 
ters off his name, and then. . . a whole 


AUGUST 


LaGrande vs Prairie Dog 
Buffalo vs Cody 
Blue Grass vs Golden 


Bush Mob 


Bush Mob 
Cent. Tex 
Prairie Dog 
Cody 
Alliance 
Van Dyne 


boring convolution of matters and facts, 
and then, if he can walk on water, .. . then, 
Terry won't fertilize Vince's bloody equip- 
ment — ok?! 

Another "decent" shot has emerged 
from the foothills of Colorado as Tom 
Richards, No. Colorado, has scored yet 
another 250, this one punctuated with 14 
X! Nels Nelson, shooting for Prairie Dog 
over the 4th of July shot a nifty 250-13X 
in very tough conditions — Terry and I 
were both present to witness the feat, 
thus, no agruments from this quarter. 
Speedy, "another rubber stamp," 
Gonzalez put together a 1250-13X for 
Cen Tex. No., but took a back seat to 
Nelson because Nels shot the macho .308 
Win., complete with 168 gr. Sierras! Steve 
Hinkle yet another "macho mountain 
man" type from Montana, shot his first 
ever 250, for Cody —250-10X. The much 
traveled, likeable "low dog" among July's 
250 Club is Frank Phillips — while shoot- 
ing at Red Lodge, Frank hammered a 
250-7X! Count em! Yes, six 250's shot 
during July! Congratulations to all of our 
Top Guns. 

Six clubs opted to shoot the 200 yd. 
Stage, results will be publisehd in our 
season wrap-up report. Some have been 
slow to get match reports to H.Q. — If you 
shoot late, please call with your score and 
get your report in the mail pronto. 

For Hunter Rifle Competition, 


R. G. Robinett 


Holmen vs Dakota 
Alliance vs Bald Eagle 
Van Dyne vs Minn. Hunters 
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HOLTON, MICHIGAN’S JULY SHOOT 


(Photos and Captions by John Gammuto) 


Why is Fedorowich wearing Gammon’s shirt? Or ... why is Gammon wearing Fedorowich’s pants? 


GUN CONTROL 


1S BEING ABLE 
To HIT YOUR TARGr 


Tony Meredith testing the benches... Ron Pence’s shirt says it all. (What’s that dog doing in the back- 
ground?) 
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The distinguished Mr. Dwight Scott. The strangest wind flag I’ve ever seen! (Lowell John Piccoli - the Mediterranean Irishman... 
Hottenstein). is always smiling. 


Roger Avery with his thumb stuck in a rifle vise. 


The Pride of Pennsylvania’s Volunteer Fire Brigade, Wilbur 
Baver, celebrating a yardage win. 
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Edited by Dave Brennan 


1989 STRANGE DUCK INVITATIONAL 


CAMILLUS, NEW YORK 
7/22/89 - 7/23/89 


BILL BRAWAND “THE STRANGEST DUCK OF ALL’, FINISHED SECOND OVERALL; 
PAUL BURNS, ANOTHER “DUCKER” TAKES THE OVERALL 200 YARD CROWN OUTRIGHT, 


AND FOURTH IN GRAND AGG. 


BOB WHITE TAKES HEAVY VARMINT TITLE, MIKE GAMBLE TAKES LIGHT VARMINT HONORS, 
KIT JANSEN HAS BIG WIN IN HEAVY BENCH CLASS. 
MULTI-GUN CROWNS TO GAMBLE AND KIT JANSEN. 


BILL BRAWAND 
The Strangest Duck 
Of All - 1989 


Camillus, New York. To clarify the matter, 
for those who failed to get the idea in our ad- 
vertisements for the match (| thought | was 
clear, but found that | had a few souls con- 
fused), the idea of the Strange Duck Invita- 
tional ... was to have a contest within a 
contest ... in the heavy varmint class 
(only). If the shooter entered the heavy var- 
mint class, and chose to shoot ... OTHER 
THAN A 6MM RIFLE ... he was then eligi- 
ble for both the overall heavy varmint class 
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. and the subclass of “Strange Duck’. 
Show up with a 6PPC ... and you shot in 
the heavy varmint class only. 

When we set a date for the 1989 Strange 
Duck we carefully worked “around” other 
major and well-established matches (we 
thought). And forgot to check the dates of 
the NBRSA Nationals! Since they started 
on a Monday, shooters could still “make” 
that event, by one heck of a lot of night-time 
driving. Nothing that we wished to cause. . . 


next year we will be more careful, honest! 

There were approximately 75 shooters 
overall, and approximately 25 (out of the 75) 
shooters elected to enter the Strange Duck 
subdivision. When the heavy varmint class 
was finished firing, we found, with some 
pleasure, that BILL BRAWAND had fin- 
ished second (with a .22 PPC) at 100 yards, 
ninth at 200 yards, and a nice second in the 
overall grand aggregate . . . which brought 

Continued on page 50 
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Hank Gonnella looks like a revival preacher here. “I tell you . .. Edna Kraus’ shooting problems Paul Burns receives some well deserved hard- 
have been HEALED!” Mikey Sutton doesn’t seem properly somber. ware. 


a 


Mike Gamble, the light varmint class winner. Myles Hollister, frowning and unhappy, as always. 


Hank Gonnella seems to be giving one of the Garcia gang a hard time. Now we’re gonna step over here, and give Kit Jansen some more 
Herb Hoverstad and Mikey Sutton seem to be enjoying it. plaques. Student body right. 


Page 49 - Photos by Dick Maretzo 
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STRANGE DUCK 


Continued 


him home in first place in the Strange Duck 
competition, and the large plaque, suitably 
inscribed ... “The Strangest Duck of All, 
1989”. PAUL BURNS meanwhile took the 
200 yard title with an outright win, with an- 
other .22 PPC, and finished fourth in the 
overall grand aggregate. Our congratula- 
tions to these two shooters for their accom- 
plishments at Camillus. For the record, 
those picking up Precision Shooting spon- 
sored plaques for the Strange Duck compe- 
tition were (100 yards): 1.) Bill Brawand 
.2532, 2.) Jim Oliver .3052, 3.) Paul Burns 
.3214. At 200 yards: 1.) Paul Burns .2778, 
2.) Bill Brawand .3167, 3.) Edna Krause 
.3514. Grand agg: 1.) Bill Brawand .2849, 
2.) Paul Burns, .2996, 3.) Jim Oliver .3296. 

Conditions were not all that good at 
Camillus. With 75 pretty decent shooters on 
the grounds (oops, make that 74 pretty de- 
cent shooters, plus the editor), only 9 shoot- 
ers were under .300 at 100 yards, and only 4 
shooters made it under that standard for the 
grand agg. Frankly, we were surprised that 
more “deuces” did not do well, atleast when 
compared to the .22 PPC. . .acartridge we 
always felt to be “overbore” ... and be- 
cause of this theoretical judgement, we al- 
ways preferred the deuce family, or the 
Waldog. The editor shot his .30 Opus (the 
Wombat was not ready, but that was our 
fault, and not Jimmy Greenawalt’s) . . . and 
after struggling throughout, we have con- 
cluded that H322 is not the way to go with 
.30 caliber, and we are switching to H4895 
(which Ferris Pindell told us to do along time 
ago, we must admit). Ah, well .. . live and 
learn, we always say. The assistant editor 
did not make his promised appearance 
(John, be sure to send back your under-the- 
table-appearance-money check to the 
Camillus folks as soon as possible). 

Heavy varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) Tim 
Simbari .2436, 2.) Bill Brawand .2532, 3.) 
Myles Hollister .2586, 4.) Bob White .2594, 
5.) Larry Hertzog .2750. At 200 yards: 1.) 
Paul Burns .2778, 2.) Jack Sutton .2888, 3.) 
Bob White .2970, 4.)'Manny Garcia .3017, 
5.) Elwood Ellison .3055. Grand aggregate: 
1.) Bob White .2782, 2.) Bill Brawand .2849, 
3.) Myles Hollister .2885, 4.) Paul Burns 
.2996, 5.) Jack Sutton .3036, 6.) Jack 
Deming .3058, 7.) Larry Hertzog .3120, 8.) 
Thomas Snye .3126, 9.) Manny Garcia 
.3160, 10.) Robert Mitchell .3177. Small 
group honors for 100 yards went to Tim 
Simbari for his .105, and 200 yard honors 
went to Frank Cleary for a .266 group. 

In the light varmint class at 100 yards, 
Jack Sutton and The Gonzo Dentist got into 
a spirited little hook-out, with JACK 
SUTTON steering his 6mm Olewine (see 


Continued on page 52 
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GUN CARE 


Many shooters were rumpled and unpressed 
(generally) after the Saturday rains. Here is a 
rumpled Margelewicz (Do not shoot! The rum- 
pled Margelewicz is an endangered species!) 


Paul Burns and admirer, after his 200 yard 
heavy varmint win. There’s nothing like win- 
ning to attract the ladies! 


It is obvious that Bill Gannon thought that 
“Strange Duck” was a costume contest. Sev- 
eral wanted to give him the winners plaque im- 
mediately! 


Dr. Manny Garcia and son, a far ways from their 
Florida home. 


Jim Borden and raincoat-wrapped spotting 
scope. 


One of the target crew who took this “Strange 
Duck” concept to heart. 
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Dave Jansen, on being told that there was in- Rick Hornbeck, on being told that cold martinis Dr. Richard Maretzo, with his “lucky turtle”. 
deed cold beer available at day’s end. were not available. Maretzo is the one on the left. 


Look, it it’s leaking above your bench, fella, you will just have to soldier Well, we’re sorry to hear that you’re the only guy with a leaking roof over 
on. him. 


Bill Brawand, the “Strangest Duck of All”. The Paul Ryan, probably laughing at someone Dave Jansen, who does not seem to be taking 


fellow behind him seems to be expecting stuck in the mud (a person, not a car). things as seriously as he should. 
rain. 
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STRANGE DUCK 


Continued 


chamber drawing in this issue) to a hard 
fought win over Dick Maretzo. We will men- 
tion that we shot on the bench next to the 
fifth place finisher at this yardage, and the 
lady can certainly shoot quite well, thank 
you. The best that we can hope for, men, is 
that DEBORAH BEAVER takes up the con- 
cert piano, or something like that. We most 
certainly do not need another female, and a 
young one at that, kicking our posteriors 
with regularity. Right, guys? (A resounding, 
albeit sort of discouraged “yeah” is heard 
... kind of without conviction, if you ask 
me). Where were we, anyway? At -100 
yards: 1.) Jack Sutton .2162, 2.) Richard 
Maretzo .2274, 3.) Mike Gamble .2600, 4.) 
Jim Oliver .2636, 5.) Deborah Beaver .2690. 
Small group was Kevin White’s official 
screamer .094. At 200 yards it was MIKE 
GAMBLE with a big win . . . and remember 
... this guy was third at 100 yards. Things 
would still have been inconclusive except 
for the fact that Messieurs Sutton and Oli- 
ver, to say nothing of Madame Beaver .. . 
were so exhausted by their efforts at 100 
yards that they . . . well, never mind... you 
get the general drift of what I’m saying, I’m 
sure. At 200 yards: 1.) Mike Gamble .2154, 
2.) Paul Burns .2594 (still shootin’ that 22 
PPC), 3.) Myles Hollister .2655, 4.) Dave Ab- 
bott .2736, 5.) Thomas Snye .2989. Small 
group was Dave Abbott’s .244. At grand 
aggregate time, MIKE GAMBLE combined 
his third place finish at 100 yards with a big 
200 yard victory to take a it-wasn’t-very- 
close win. Top ten: 1.) Mike Gamble .2377, 
2.) Richard Maretzo .2644, 3.) Paul Burns 
.2700, 4.) Jack Sutton .2786, 5.) Myles 
Hollister .2871, 6.) Jim Oliver .2991, 7.) Jim 
Borden .3000, 8.) Bob DeMonstoy .3056, 
9.) Dave Abbott .3103, 10.) Paul Ryan 
3132. 

In the unlimited class . . . there apparently 
was (we Can only conclude). . . some sort of 
an agreement among the male shooters. . . 
to the effect of. . . “I know what! Let’s let the 
women shooters do well in this class!”. | 
mean, it’s the only logical conclusion that 
one can reach . . . after EDNA KRAUS won 
the 100 yard stage ... and KIT JANSEN 
won the 200 yard stage ... and the con- 
founded grand aggregate as well! The edi- 
tor, who is as quick to recognize a plot-in- 
process aS anyone, wandered about 
among his friends who were shooting in this 
class, and kept asking plaintively ... “It’s a 
nice thing you guys are doing. . . letting the 
women win this way . . . but don’t you think 
you should bear down a bit . . . you know, 
make it closer, if only for appearances 
sake?” The editor was told many unique 
and wonderous things. . . none of which we 


Continued on page 53 
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Bob White complains about something or other to the editor. Notice the concern the editor is 
showing here. 


Kit Jansen smiles after a big weekend. 
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STRANGE DUCK 
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can repeat here, alas. Well, fellas, if the 
world doesn’t recognize ... or realize ... 
the nobility of what you didhere. . . latleast 
realize the extent of your sacrifice . .. and | 
think that you’re noble fellows indeed. At 
100 yards, Edna Kraus was to have a clear 
cut win. On Saturday there was a bit of a 
downpour for a while there, with the not- 
unremarkable-consequence that things got 
kind of muddy for a while (the only good 
brought about by the howling winds was 
that they quickly dried the mud). We don’t 
know what Edna weighs . . . and we don't 
know what her heavy bench class artillery 
piece weighs ... but we suspect that 
they’re about even. As things got muddier 
. .. Edna seemed to be getting shorter. . . at 
least while carrying the big gun. Eventually 
one of the smarter among us deduced that it 
was (merely) that Edna was sinking into the 
mud roughly up to her knees with each step. 
(Not to worry ... we’re tough . . . we’re big 
gun shooters! Ten shot shooters! [Pause]. 
HELP ME! I’M SINKING! The hell with the 
gun! Save ME!) 

At 100 yards it was: 1.) Edna Kraus 
.3070, 2.) Steve Borsh .3204, 3.) Kit Jansen 
3486, 4.) Dave Jansen .3674, 5.) Billy 
Gaddy .3730. Small group was Steve 
Borsh’s .202. At 200 yards, when no one 
else could agg below a .42 figure, Kit Jansen 
was down in the .35s range. Darn impres- 
sive, madam! 200 yards: 1.) Kit Jansen 
.3566, 2.) Tony Margelewicz .4226, 3.) Rick 
Hornbeck .4430, 4.) Bob White .4547, 5.) 
David Jansen .4776. Small group was Kit 
Jansen’s .519. Grand aggregate: 1.) Kit 
Jansen .3256, 2.) Tony Margelewicz .4148, 
3.) Rick Hornbeck .4167, 4.) David Jansen 
.4225, 5.) Edna Kraus .4406, 6.) Billy Gaddy 
.4515, 7.) Steve Borsh .4607, 8.) Bob White 
.4746, 9.) Danny Garcia .4898, 10.) Pancho 
Garcia .5084. 


In the light varmint-heavy varmint two gun 
aggregate, MIKE GAMBLE was to take first 
place, with Paul Burns and Myles Hollister, 
as well as the Gonzo Dentist hanging close. 
In the heavy varmint-heavy bench two gun, 
KIT JANSEN picked up another good-sized 
trophy, stomping on a field that included a 
few former IBS officers, and a PS columnist. 
(We are sure that our readers will concur 
that what happens to IBS officers is relative- 
ly academic — except to them, of course. 
On the other hand, Kit ... WE NEED OUR 
COLUMNISTS, DAMMIT! Next time, show 
a little consideration, huh? Point out to our 
guy a few things he’s missing. Complete re- 
versals, stuff like that). 

ELWOOD ELLISON won the Clyde Hart 
Memorial Match, with a .4390 figure. 
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Heavy Varmint Grand Aggregate 


Top 20 
1) Bob White... 6.56 ec yosenas 0.2782 
2 Bill Brawand .............. 0.2849 
3 Myles Hollister ............ 0.2885 
4 Paul Bums «2.2.6 .6.5. 656045 0.2996 
5 Jack-SuttOn «2.0 ees pos 0.3036 
6 Jack Deming .............. 0.3058 
7 Larry Hertzog ............. 0.3120 
8 Thomas Snye ............. 0.3126 
9 Manny GarciaM.D. ........ 0.3160 
10 Robert Mitchell ............ 0.3177 
11 BobLananna ............. 0.3179 
12 Norm Barber .............. 0.3183 
13T Timothy Simbari.......... 0.3214 
13T Jim Borden «2.226028 e005 0.3214 
15 Jim Griffin ................ 0.3220 
16 Harold Reger ............. 0.3239 
17 Bob DeMonstoy ........... 0.3226 
18 William Fuchs ............. 0.3272 
19 Mike Gamble .............. 0.3278 
20 James Oliver .............. 0.3296 


1 


= 


100 yard Heavy Varmint Aggregate 


Top 10 
1 Timothy Simbari ........... 0.2436 
2 BillBrawand .............. 0.2532 
3 Myles Hollister ............ 0.2586 
4 BobWhite ................ 0.2594 
5 Larry Hertzog ............. 0.2750 
6 William Fuchs ............. 0.2852 
7 Paul Mitchell .............. 0.2870 
8 Jack Deming .............. 0.2916 
9 BobLananna ............. 0.2990 
0 Deborah Beaver ........... 0.3016 


200 yard Heavy Varmint Aggregate 


Top 10 
1 Paul BUMS”... 6-025 cecum 0.2778 
2. Jack SuttOM oa. ee sveee ses 0.2888 
3 Bob White ................ 0.2970 
4 Manny GarciaM.D. ........ 0.3017 
5 Elwood Ellison Jr. .......... 0.3055 
6: Jim Griffin. ask kets abe 0.3093 
7 Bob DeMonstoy ........... 0.3095 
8 Thomas Snye ............. 0.3125 
9 Bill Brawand .............. 0.3167 
0 Robert Mitchell ............ 0.3173 


Light Varmint Grand Aggregate 


Top 20 
1 Mike Gamble .............. 0.2377 
2 Richard Maretzo ........... 0.2644 
3 Paul Burns ............... 0.2700 
4. Jack Sutton .3.¢ ess 224503 0.2786 
5 Myles Hollister ............ 0.2871 
6 James Oliver .............. 0.2991 


7 Jim Borden ............... 0.3000 

8 Bob DeMonstoy ........... 0.3056 

9 Dave Abbott .............. 0.3103 
10 PaulRyan ................ 0.3132 
11 Thomas Snye ............. 0.3196 
12 Vic Swindlehurst ........... 0.3231 
13 Paul Mitchell .............. 0.3306 
14 BobLananna ............. 0.3316 
15: Al’ SKIVER: os css os er GSeh tae 0.3336 
16 Jim Griffin ................ 0.3378 
17 Jack Deming .............. 0.3398 
18 Joseph Borden ............ 0.3416 
19 Norm Barber .............. 0.3417 
20 Robert McLennon ......... 0.3448 


100 yard Light Varmint Aggregate 


Top 10 
1 Jack SuttOn 3: cesarean e¢ars 0.2162 
2 Richard Maretzo ............ 0.2274 
3 Mike Gamble .............. 0.2600 
4 James Oliver .............. 0.2636 
5 Deborah Beaver ........... 0.2690 
6 Pauli RYAN: ccc ccc iow ee hee 0.2726 
7 Jim Borden ............... 0.2734 
8 Norm Barber .............. 0.2764 
9 Paul BUMS: 2.x raise ou sare 0.2806 
10 Vic Swindlehurst ........... 0.2882 


200 yard Light Varmint Aggregate 


Top 10 
1 Mike Gamble .............. 0.2154 
2 Paull BUMS: 2204 oe. Gene20%2 0.2594 
3 Myles Hollister ............ 0.2655 
4 Dave Abbott .............. 0.2736 
5 Thomas Snye ............. 0.2989 
6 Richard Maretzo ........... 0.3015 
7 Bob DeMonstoy ........... 0.3037 
8 AlSkiver ................. 0.3081 
9 BobLananna ............. 0.3520 
10 Jim Borden ............... 0.3266 


Unlimited Grand Aggregate 


Top 20 
1 Kit Jansen ................ 0.3526 
2 Tony Margelewicz ......... 0.4148 
3 Rick Hornbeck ............ 0.4167 
4 David Jansen ............. 0.4225 
5. Edina Kraus: 3.60.64 a sant cc eers 0.4406 
6 Billy Gaddy ............... 0.4515 
7 Stephen Borsh ............ 0.4607 
8 Bob White ................ 0.4746 
9 Danny Garcia ............. 0.4898 
10 Pancho Garcia ............ 0.5084 
11 William Fuchs ............. 0.5097 
12 William Rodger ............ 0.6559 
13 Gerald Klick ............... 0.7288 
Continued on page 54 
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STRANGE DUCK Light Varmint-Heavy Varmint Heavy Varmint-Unlimited 


Continued Two Gun Aggregate Top 20 Two Gun Aggregate Top 20 
1 Mike Gamble ............... 0.2828 1 Kit Jansen ................ 0.3637 
100 yard Unlimited Aggregate 2 PaulBurns ............... 0.2848 2 Tony Margelewicz ......... 0.3745 
Top 10 3 Myles Hollister ............ 0.2878 3 BOD! WIC: esc cd ee esa 0.3764 
1 Edna Kraus 1343 ..vserdss¥s 0.3070 4 Jack Sutton............... 0.2911 4 EdnaKraus............... 0.3936 
2 Stephen Borsh ............ 0.3204 5 Richard Maretzo ........... 0.3079 5 William Fuchs ............. 0.4184 
3 KitJansen ................ 0.3486 6 Jim Borden ............... 0.3107 6 DavidJansen ............. 0.4192 
4 David Jansen ............. 0.3674 7 James Oliver .............. 0.3144 7 Stephen Borsh ............ 0.4206 
ORY Gaddy sc: esass nesta 0.3730 8T Bob DeMonstoy .......... 0.3161 8 BillyGaddy ............... 0.4466 
6 Rick Hornbeck ............ 0.3904 8T Thomas Snye ............ 0.3161 9 Pancho Garcia ............ 0.4542 
7 Tony Margelewicz ......... 0.4070 10 Bill Brawand .............. 0.3198 10 Rick Hornbeck ............ 0.4599 
8 Danny Garcia ............. 0.4326 11 JackDeming.............. 0.3228 11 William Rodger ........... 0.5818 
9 Pancho Garcia ............ 0.4580 12 BobLananna ............. 0.3247 
10 William Rodger ............ 0.4634 13 Jim Griffin ................ 0.3299 
14 Norm Barber .............. 0.3300 
200 yard Unlimited Aggregate 15 Paul Mitchell .............. 0.3306 
Top 10 16 Timothy Simbari ........... 0.3388 
1 KitJansen................ 0.3566 17 Harold Reger ............. 0.3488 
FARE MARIRENIEE: oxi enceetp% ames ee ee ae ebb trd ahs —— are ey dsbter teat ese R.D. #2 
4 BoD White O.a8a7 20 Dave Abbott... 0.8943 80x 2395, Whitehal, New York 12687-9500) 
: Inquiries by mail only, please. Make checks 
5 David Jansen ............. 0.4776 payable to Precision Shooting. 
6 Billy Gaddy i wighd WARS AEBS 0.5299 1-24 issues, $2.00 apiece 
7 Danny Garcia PaO ans. 6 E10 ae 0.5469 over 24 issues, $1 50 apiece 
8 William Fuchs ............. 0.5510 
9 Pancho Garcia ............ 0.5588 
10 Gerald Klick ............... 0.5699 


FIRST ANNUAL STRANGE DUCK MATCH 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


Name Caliber Barrel Gunsmith Stocker Scope Bullet 


HEAVY VARMINT 

B. White 6PPC CPS Schneider White White Leupold 36X 28.4g H322 Rubright 63g 

B. Brawand 22PPC Slv Rem Hart Brawand Kingsbury Leup 36X 26.0g 322 Brawand 52g 

M. Hollister 6PPC Wichita Maclennan Hollister Dixon Leupold 36X 29.0g H201 Hollister 68g 

P. Burns 22PPC Trophy Hart Swindlehurst Brown Leupold 36X 26.19 H322 Watson 52g 205M 
J. Sutton 6 Olewine CR Hart Hart Hart RB Hart RB Lym/Sie 36X 27.5g 7322 Rubright 65g F205M 
J. Deming 6 Olewine 700 Slv Hart Hart RB Hart RB Lym/Sie 36X 28.0g T322 Dewst 70g 

L. Hertzog 6PPC 40XB Hart Borden Sinclair Leupold 36X 28.1g H322 Rubright 66g 

T. Snye 6PPC Stolle Hart Masker Masker Leupold 36X 27.59 H322 Hollister 68g FB 

M. GarciaM.D. 6PPC Hall Shilen Hasecuster  Hasecuster —_Leu/Sie 36X 28.3g T322 Watson 67g 

R. Mitchell 6PPC Stolle Hart Dowling Dowling Leupold 36X 27.4g H322 Foster 66g 


LIGHT VARMINT 

M. Gamble 6PPC Stolle Maclennan Lockwood Gamble Leupold 36X 28.0g H322 Lockwood 

R. Maretzo 6PPC Hall Chanlynn Greenawalt Greenawalt B&L36X 29.59 H201 Euber 68g BT F205 
P. Burns 22 PPC Trophy Hart Swindlehurst Six Leupold 36X 26.4g H322 Berger 52g 205M 
J. Sutton 6 Olewine CR Hart Hart Hart RB Hart RB Leupold 36X 27.59 T322 Rubright 65g F205 
M. Hollister 6 PPC Wichita Hart Hollister Dixon Leupold 36X 29.59 H201 Hollister 68g FB 205M 
J. Oliver 6PPC Stolle Hart Masker Masker Leupold 36X 28.0g GI322 Hollister 68g 205M 
J. Borden 6PPC CPS Hart Borden Borden Leupold 36X 28.19 GI322 — Rubright 65g F205M 
B. DeMonstoy 

D. Abbott 6X40 PPC Swindlehurst Maclennan Swindlehurst Swindlehurst Leupold 36X 28.0g GI322 Abbott 68g FB Rem 
P. Ryan 6PPC Hart 2A Hart Borden RW Hart Leupold 36X 28.0g GI322 Watson 65g Rem 


UNLIMITED 

K. Jansen Teddy Masker Masker B&L36X 27.7g GI322 Hollister 68g 205 
T. Margelewicz Hart 4 RW Hart RW Hart Leupold 36X 28.0g GI322 Euber 68g 

R. Hornbeck Hart 4 Hornbeck Coombo B &L 36X 27.8g H322 Berger 62g Minch 
D. Jansen Teddy Masker Masker B & L 36X 27.79 322 Hollister 68g FB 205 
E. Kraus Hart White White Ly/Sie 30X H322 Rubright 63g FB 205 
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® 
PROJECT “1200” 


Project “1200 is a membership drive. The program is designed to increase the INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS membership to 1200 individuals. This is the first membership drive sponsored 
by the |.B.S. and presents an opportunity for current members to share the organization with a friend who is 
interested in accuracy, competition and friendship. There is no other organization which offers the same 
benefits that the 1.B.S. offers to its members Accurate guns, Accurate shooting, and Accurate informa- 
tion. 

Project “1200” will be conducted in four recruiting periods, each period lasting three months as listed 
below. 

PERIOD 1 - OCTOBER 1, 1989 TO DECEMBER 31, 1989 
PERIOD 2 - JANUARY 1, 1990 TO MARCH 31, 1990 
PERIOD 3 - APRIL 1, 1990 TO JUNE 30, 1990 

PERIOD 4 - JULY 1, 1990 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1990 


Project “1200” will have four levels of achievement. A current member who signs up 3 new members 
during one recruiting period (one of which can be his renewal membership) will receive a hat with a unique 
and distinct IBS Recruiter patch embroidered on the front. Sign up 5 new members during one recruiting 
period and receive a heavyweight |.B.S. polo shirt. Sign up 10 members over the course of the recruiting year 
and receive a windbreaker with an appropriate and significant patch of distinction. A bonus award in the form 
of aone year free IBS membership plus a windbreaker will be made to current members who sign up 12 new 
members during the recruiting year. To get you started an application form is found at the bottom of this 
page. Extra forms can be obtained from Joan Borden at the address listed below or just send the applicant's 
complete name and address, along with the appropriate fee to Joan Borden. You must sign your name as 
sponsor to be appropriately credited fror the signup. 


|.B.S. membership and P.S. for one year (U.S. & CANADA) - $30.00 
|.B.S. membership and P.S. for one year (OVERSEAS) $37.50 
(AIRMAIL) $55.00 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
APPLICATION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


SPONSOR: 


MAIL MEMBERSHIP TO: 1.B.S. 
Joan Borden, Rec. Sec. 
RD1, Box 244A 
Tunkhannock, PA 18657 
Phone (717) 833-2234 
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BILL CREASY 


Dear Dave: 

Here is the information | talked to you 
about at the PA State Score Championship. 

At the PA State IBS Score Championship 
two records fell. At 100 yards Mike Williams, 
using a 6PPC with a Hart barrel, Remington 
Action, and Weaver 6X scope to break the 
Varmint-Hunter Record. He used Olewine 
70 bullets and 272 grains of H322 powder 
to score a 250-22X. “Cool Mike” shot 5 pin- 
wheel x’s on his last target and 3 x’s on his 
sighter! 

Not to be outdone, Bill Gebhardt didn’t let 
rain, wind and mirage bother him and his 
6PPC to break the Heavy Varmint aggre- 
gate. He used Lynn 70 bullets with 27% 
grains of H322 powder on his Trophy Action 
and Hart barrel. He used a Leupold 60X 
scope. Gebhart’s final aggregate score was 
500-31X. The Bald Eagle Rest really gave 
him an unfair advantage! 

Dave, feel free to change anything you 
like and thanks again for your help in getting 
recognition for these people. 

Good Shootin’ 
Bill Creasy 


P.S. 

| understand there is a large stipend for 
being a PS columnist. Please remit check to 
above address! 


AUGUSTA 


The ever active Capitol City Club sched- 
uled a match for May 14th, and subsequent- 
ly found ... to their horror ... that it was 
Mother’s Day. So much for sentiment .. . 
just about everyone showed up. We can 
only presume that many of them are still 
sleeping in their cars at night. 

In the hunter class IRA FARNSWORTH, 
shooting a .30 IHMSA, beat out the ten 
shooter field. Top five shooters were: 1.) Ira 
Farnsworth 248-10x, 2.) Dan Caruso 248- 
5x, 3.) Dwight Furrow 247-8x, 4.) Joe Gil- 
bert 245-6x, 5.) Peter Hills 243-4x. 

In varmint hunter, nine shooters muddled 
around, and when it was over, they found 
that DWIGHT FURROW was the best mud- 
dler for the day. Top five shooters: 1.) 
Dwight Furrow 250-11x, 2.) Blaine Johnson 
249-10x, 3.) Peter Hills 249-10x, 4.) Dan 


SELKIRK 
(Reported by Murray Benson) 


Selkirk opened its 1989 Benchrest sea- 
son with a light varmint and heavy varmint 
match on April 29th and 30th. The long win- 
ter and cold spring took its toll on the shoot- 
er; there were only 13 competitors in the 
light varmint class, and 17 shooters in heavy 
varmint (Editor: Our correspondent is not 
clear here. Did the missing shooters die of 
the cold? Are they still “frozen in’? Haven't 
the streets been plowed yet?). As you will 
see by the results, the switching and gusty 
winds left their mark on the aggregates. 
Also most of us had not done a lot of shoot- 
ing since last fall because of the cold winter 
and spring. (Editor: Murray, you're doing 
this all wrong. You don’t tell the readers that 
the shooting was lousy in the first para- 
graph. ‘Cause then they stop reading the 
match report. Tell them at the end, man. 
This is for the readers who were unable to 
figure out the obvious for themselves, any- 
way). The only redemption we had was that 
our match sponsor, Labatt’s Brewery, 
made the evenings more bearable by sup- 
plying us with a goodly number of brown 
bottles. (Editor: Now the real reason for the 
lousy shooting comes out . . . you guys told 
Labatts that you expected a hundred shoot- 
ers ... they sent over what they thought 
was a proper amount of beer . . . for a hun- 
dred ... and seventeen guys drank it.) 

Light varmint class, 100 yards: 1.) Brad 
Holter .4006, 2.) Blain Shabaga .4380, 3.) 
Murray Benson .4400. Small group, Lance 
Sieb .210. At 200 yards: 1.) John Toews 
4229, 2.) Lance Sieb .4262, 3.) Jim Smola 
.4353. Small group again went to Lance 
Sieb, for a .370. Grand Agg: 1.) Lance Sieb 
.4386, 2.) Brad Holter .4407, 3.) Jim Smola 
.4551. Grand Agg winner Lance Sieb shot a 
6PPC, Stolle Action, McMillan barrel, 
Leupold 36X scope, 28.2 grains of H322 
with 68 grain Watson bullets. Simpson was 


the gunsmith, and Sinclair the stocker. 

Heavy varmint class, 100 yards 1.) Mur- 
ray Benson .3714, 2.) Brad Holter .4310, 3.) 
George Holter .4374. Small group, Brad 
Holter .225. At 200 yards: 1.) Murray 
Benson .4119, 2.) George Holter .4251, 3.) 
Jim Smola .4512. Small group, Murray 
Benson .418. Grand agg: 1.) Murray 
Benson .3916, 2.) George Holter .4312, 3.) 
Doug Sieb .4591. Grand Agg winner Murray 
Benson shot a 6PPC sleeved Remington 
action, MacLennon barrel, Leupold 36X 
scope, 28.0 grains of GI322 with Berger 68 
grain bullets. It was smithed by Schick, and 
stocked by Murray. 

Two gun aggregate: 1.) Murray Benson 
-4426, 2.) Lance Sieb .4802, 3.) Jim Smola 
.4823, 4.) Brad Holter .4829, 5.) Blair 
Shabaga .4926. 


THURMONT 


A match for the three score shooting 
classes at Thurmont, Maryland on May 
27th. 

In the varmint hunter class there were 
only two shooters. None the less they made 
a fight out of it, and at the end... GARY 
McPHERSON had a 242-9X score, enough 
to shade Ray Silver’s 242-5x. 

In the hunter class there was only one 
shooter, CHARLES SIMPSON. On hearing 
the news that he was a mortal lock to win 
the Hunter Class, alas, Mr. Simpson went 
all to pieces on us, and was a DNQ. Ah, the 
pressures of being a champion! Better luck 
next time, Charlie. 

In the varmint for score class, WAYNE 
RUZAKOWSKI of New Freedom, Pa. shota 
250-10X score to take the marbles ... in 
only his second match. Eight shooters 
trailed Mr. Ruzakowski ... including: 2.) 
Eubert Burgess 249-15x, 3.) Robert Mont- 
gomery 249-12x, 4.) Bob McGuigan 248- 
15x, 5.) Kent Harshman 248-9x. 


TARGETS 


Target # Distance Description 


Size Tgts 


Shipping Price 
Per Weight Per 
Carton Per Ctn 100 Tgts 


Caruso 248-1 2x, 5.) lra Farnsworth 248-6x. 

There had been a scarcity of 250 scores; 
only one had been fired so far. The varmint 
for score class corrected that, with JOE 
GILBERT leading the way home. Top five 
shooters: 1.) Joe Gilbert 250-16x, 2.) Blaine 
Johnson 250-14x, 3.) Ira Farnsworth 250- 
13x, 4.) Dwight Furrow 248-8x, 5.) Lloyd 
Carson 248-7x. 
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IBS-B/1 
IBS-B/2 
IBS-B/3 
IBS-H/1 
IBS-H/2 
IBS-H/3 


100 Yard 
200 Yard 
300 Yard 
100 Yard 
200 Yard 
300 Yard 


8x15%2 500 154 6.70 
8x16¥2 500 15# 6.70 
12x23V2 250 194 20.50 
12x19 250 14# 10.00 
13x31 250 15# 10.00 
13x26 250 22# 23.75 


Benchrest Black 
Benchrest Black 
Benchrest Red 
Hunter Black 
Hunter Black 
Hunter Red 


Speedwell Division, Rockwood Corporation, 136 Lincoln Blvd, Middlesex, NJ 08846 
201-560-7171 or 800-243-8274 


1989 TENTATIVE 
IBS SCORE 
SHOOTING SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 — SULPHYR SPRINGS RIFLE & RE- 
VOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa. — 100 yard 
Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 
10 AM 


Sept. 3 — SALISBURY GUN CLUB, Salisbury, 
Maryland — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunt- 
er, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Sept. 3 — CAPITAL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL 
CLUB, Augusta, Maine — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 9 AM 


Sept. 10 — LEETOWN GUN CLUB I.W.LA., 
Leetown, West Virginia — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 10 AM 


Sept. 16-17 —1.W.L.A., York, Pa. — IBS Nation- 
al Score Championships - 100 & 200 yards - 
H, VH, Varmint for Score - 8 Am both days 


Sept. 23 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 
— 200 yards Hunter, VH, Varmint for Score, 
11 AM 


Sept. 24 — DUNHAM'’S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y - 
“Memorial Match” - 100 yard Hunter - 11 AM 


Sept. 24 — FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Factoryville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 1 — MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, 
Mainville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 8 — SULPHYR SPRINGS RIFLE & RE- 
VOLVER CLUB, Muncy, Pa. — 100 yard 
Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 
10 AM 


Oct. 14 — THURMONT CONSERVATION & 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Thurmont, Maryland 
— 100 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunter, Varmint 
for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 15 — |.W.L.A., York, Pa. — 100 yard Hunt- 
er, Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 22 — FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUB, Factoryville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, 
Varmint Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


Oct. 29 — MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, 
Mainville, Pa. — 100 yard Hunter, Varmint 
Hunter, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 

Nov. 5 — SALISBURY GUN CLUB, Salisbury, 


Maryland — 200 yard Hunter, Varmint Hunt- 
er, Varmint for Score, 11 AM 


1989 TENTATIVE 
IBS VARMINT 
SHOOTING SCHEDULE 


Sept. 24 — DUNHAM'S BAY FISH & GAME 
CLUB, Dunham's Bay- Lake George, N.Y — 
“Memorial Match” - 100 Meter HV, 11 Am 


Oct. 7-8 — CENTRAL JERSEY RIFLE & PIS- 
TOL, Jackson, N.J. — NJ Varmint Champion- 
ship - 100 & 200 Yards HV & LV, 8 AM both 
days 


Oct. 21-22 — UNION COUNTY 
SPORTSMEN’S CLUB, Weikert, Pa. — LV 
and HV, 8:00 am both days. 


Oct. 28-29 — LEETOWN GUN CLUB I.W.L.A., 
Leetown, West Virginia — W. Va. Champion- 
ship - 100 Yards - Sat. LV AM, HV PM; Sun. 
HB AM; 8 AM both days CANCELLED 


INTERNATIONAL 


Sept. 16-17 — SOUPPES SUR LOING (France) 
HV 200-300 meters. Contact: J.C. Braconi, 
14 Rue Du Soleil, 06100 Nice, France. 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS APPLICATION 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY. 


STATE sR 


(_) IBS Membership and Precision Shooting Magazine — $30/year 


( ) Associate Membership — Must live in same household as a Regular Member — 


receives no magazine — $5.00/year 


( ) Junior member — 17 and under — no magazine — $5.00/year 
( ) Overseas Membership — Includes Precision Shooting Magazine $42.50 in US Funds for Surface Mail 


$60.00 in US Funds for Air Mail 


( ) Life Membership — includes Precision Shooting Magazine — $300.00 in US Funds 


(__) Club Membership $30.00 for American Continents 


$37.50 Overseas (US Funds only) (For Surface Mail) 


MAIL MEMBERSHIPS TO: JOAN BORDEN, R.D. #1 Box 244A, Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Make checks payable to IBS. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
James F. Borden 
R.D. #1 Box 244A 
Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Phone: (717) 833-2234 


VICE PRESIDENT and 
MATCH SCHEDULE CHMN. 
Jim Oliver 
10161 Jay Knapp Road 
Dansville, New York 14437 
Phone: (716) 335-5617 


2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
John Brown Jr. 
Rt. #1, Box 223 
McGaheysville, Va. 22840 
Phone: (703) 289-5365 


TREASURER 
Brian Hollister 
R.F.D. #2, Box 60 
Whitehall, New York 12887 
Phone: (518) 499-1569 


SECRETARY 
James Greenawalt 
102 Brandon Road 
Yonkers, New York 10704 
Phone: (914) 776-1581 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Joan Borden 
R.D. #1 Box 244A 
Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Phone: (717) 833-2234 


PAST PRESIDENT 
Robert A. White 
8 New Jersey Avenue 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
Phone: (201) 663-5159 (home) 


IBS EDITOR 
David D. Brennan 
37 Burnham Street 
East Hartford, Conn. 06108 
Phone: (203) 289-8775 
Work (203) 643-1157 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


Please let us know, well in advance, what 
your new address will be. Send your old 
address too — even better, enclose the 
address label from a recent issue. The Post 
Office will not forward your copies unless you 
pay extra postage, but we will see that your 
“Precision Shooting” reaches you, without 
interruption, if you notify us six weeks in 
advance of your move. Write to Precision 
Shooting, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, 
Ohio 44319. 

When giving your address please add your 
Zip Code number. 
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The Bay hosted a number of shooters on 
June 3rd and 4th for the New York State 
Hunter Championships. 

DAN CARUSO, of Maine, dominated the 
hunter class and the varmint class, winning 
the grand aggregate in each. 

Hunter class (18 shooters) 100 yards: 1.) 
Dan Caruso 249-16x, 2.) Gary Long 249- 
13x, 3.) Charlie Fountaine 248-10x, 4.) Ira 
Farnsworth 248-8x, 5.) Joe Gilbert 247-8x. 
At 200 yards: 1.) Dan Caruso 245-2x, 2.) 
Frank Goodwin 244-3x, 3.) Bruce Rollins 
243-2x, 4.) Dwight Furrow 242-3x, 5.) Tom 
Svack 241-2x. Grand agg: 1.) Dan Caruso 
494-18x, 2.) Charlie Fountaine 489-12x, 3.) 
Frank Goodwin 489-11x, 4.) Joe Gilbert 
487-14x, 5.) Gary Long 486-15x. 

Varmint hunter class (12 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Dan Caruso 249-11x, 2.) Joe Gil- 
bert 249-11x, 3.) Dwight Furrow 249-11x, 
4.) Tom Svack 249-7x, 5.) Charlie 


DUNHAMS BAY 


Fountaine 247-14x. At 200 yards: 1.) Bruce 
Rollins 245-3x, 2.) Dan Caruso 245-2x 
(Note that this is the first yardage not won 
by Dan Caruso. . . he finished second. . . by 
x-count), 3.) Charlie Fountaine 245-2x, 4.) 
Tom Svack 244-4x, 5.) Tom Lake 244-3x. 
Grand Agg: 1.) Dan Caruso 494-13X, 2.) 
Tom Svack 493-11x, 3.) Charlie Fountaine 
492-16x, 4.) Tom Lake 491-15x, 5.) Dwight 
Furrow 490-14x. 

In the varmint for score class, with 28 
shooters, LOU CHURCH was to be a popu- 
lar winner, nosing out Jim Oliver at the finish 
line. Don Sargood, fresh off his 100 yard 
heavy varmint class win a week before, at 
the Super Shoot, was to place third. Preci- 
sion Shooting magazine sent columnist 
Rick Hornbeck to the match, with instruc- 
tions to “win it for the Gipper”. We can’t 
complain, he won the one hundred yard 
stage. To tell the truth, he was so busy com- 


posing his victory acceptance speech that 
he lost his concentration and blew 200 
yards all to hell-and-gone. Confounded col- 
umnists; they’re always doing this to us! At 
100 yards: 1.) Rick Hornbeck 250-20x, 2.) 
Don Sargood 250-19x, 3.) Lou Church 250- 
18x, 4.) Joe Gilbert 250-17x, 5.) Barry 
DeVliegher 250-16x. At 200 yards: 1.) Gary 
Amatrudo 249-9x, 2.) Lou Church 249-8x, 
3.) Jim Oliver 249-7x, 4.) (this is strange, but 
the match bulletin says no one finished 
fourth.), 5.) Monty Hitchcock 248-6x. (Ad- 
dendum: We believe that Fran Vahle was 
the fourth place shooter, with a 249-4x. 
Consider him a victim of the computer age). 
Grand agg: 1.) Lou Church 499-26x, 2.) Jim 
Oliver 499-22x, 3.) Don Sargood 498-24x, 
4.) Joe Gilbert 498-23x, 5.) Gary Amatrudo 
497-20x. 
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DAN CARUSO 308 REM LEUPOLD 6X HART HART HART 41 H4895 SIERRA 168 FED 210 

GARY LONG 3OOHBR REM LEUPOLD 6X H-S FRITZ LONG 42.2 748 S.G. 125HP FED 210 

C. FOUNTAINE 6X44 R700 WEAVER T-6 HART MASKER HOARD 35 H4895 EUBER 68FB REM 71/2 
FRANK GOODWIN 30 REM WEAVER T-6 HART HART HART 39.5 H4895 SIERRA 168 FED.(USA CASES) 
BRUCE ROLLINS 308 REM LEUPOLD 6X HART HART HART 39.5 H4895 SIERRA 168 FED 210 


DAN CARUSO 6PPC REM LEUPOLD 6X HART MASKER SELF 28 H322 BERGER 68 FED 205 

TOM SVACK 6 SMW 722 WEAVER T-6 HART MASKER MASKER 30 748 EUBER 68 FED 205 
BRUCE ROLLINS 6PPC REM WEAVER T-6 HART FARNSWORTH 777 27.5 H322 EUBER 68 FED 205 
DWIGHT FURROW 6PPC 788 WEAVER T-6 HART SELF BROWN 27.5 H322 WATSON FED 205 

JOE GILBERT 6PPC 700 LYMAN 6X HART MASKER MASKER 28 H-322 EUBER 68 FED 205 


LOU CHURCH 6PPC REM LEUPOLD 36X HART MASKER MASKER 280H322 EUBER 68 BT FED 205 
JIM OLIVER 6PPC STOLLE LEUPOLD 36X HART MASKER MASKER 28 61322 68 HOLLISTER F205 
DON SARGOOD 6PPC WICHITA B&L 36X HART DIXON DIXON 27.5 H322 HOLLISTER 68FB F205 
RICK HORNBECK 6SMW HART 1A LEUP. 36X KRAEGER MASKER SELF 29 H322 BERGER WIN 61/2 
GARY AMATRUDO 6PPC REM B&L 36X HART MASKER MASKER 280H322 EUBER 68 REM 7 1/2 


CAPITOL CITY 


The May 28th match at the Capitol City 
club started out windy, and then “conditions 
turned out to be one of the worst days we 
ever had in the past 15 years! It got so windy 
and cold that all available winter coats and 
jackets were out in full force.” Okay, we will 
continue to quote the match bulletin . . . be- 
cause | don’t want you to think I said this. 
Let’s run two sentences by you. . .and then 
ponder what this all might mean. Sentence 
number one ... “No one in their right mind 
would even dream of shooting a possible 
score on a day like this”. End of sentence 
number one; pause for effect. Sentence 
number two . .. “Ira Farnsworth shot TWO 
possibles today”. End of sentence number 
two. In the next issue we will allow the good 
Mr. Farnsworth as many pages as he feels 
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he needs for a rebuttal, or at least a state- 
ment in his own behalf. Other than the Au- 
gusta club’s singularly savage attack on the 
subject of Mr. Farnsworth’s sanity, it had to 
be quite a day . . . they were talking about 
30 to 60 miles per hour winds. Many of us 
knew these winds on a first name basis; 
we'd spent four days dealing with them at 
Super Shoot! 

Hunter class (9 shooters): 1.) Ira Farns- 
worth 250-8x, 2.) Joe Gilbert 249-11x, 3.) 
Dan Caruso 248-14x. 

Varmint hunter (9 shooters): 1.) Joe Gil- 
bert 245-12x, 2.) Dan Caruso 245-5x, 3.) 
Blaine Johnson 243-8x. 

Varmint for score (11 shooters): 1.) Ira 
Farnsworth 250-10x, 2.) Dick Beaudoin 
247-9x, 3.) L. Carson 246-8x. 


CAPITOL CITY 


A June 18th dated score match at Augus- 
ta, Maine on June 18th. Weather conditions 
for this one were halfway decent (unlike the 
May 28th little stinker), and JOE GILBERT 
had a good day, with two first places and a 
second place in the three classes. Ira Farns- 
worth, we are reliably told, spent the day 
brooding over the slanderous attack on his 
sanity in the last Augusta match bulletin, 
with the net result being a futile day at the 
bench for Mr. Farnsworth. 

Hunter class (9 shooters): 1.) Joe Gilbert 
249-12x, 2.) Dan Caruso 248-12x, 3.) Bud 
Goodwin 248-8x. 

Varmint-hunter (11 shooters): 1.) Blaine 
Johnson 250-16x, 2.) Joe Gilbert 249-15x, 
3.) Dwight Furrow 249-5x. 

Varmint for score (8 shooters): 1.) Joe Gil- 
bert 250-17x, 2.) Jim Barker 250-15x, 3.) 
Dwight Furrow 249-14x. 
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Match #3 


Winning Equipment 
7 Relays 68 Shooters 


NAME GROUP CALL =sBBL ss SCOPE = GUNSMITH 


1. Dave Shull 10.750 7-300 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
2. Earl Chronister 10.437 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
3. Howard Wolfe 12.000 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
4. George Reeder 13.125 300 Win Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
5. Wayne Linsenbach 12:343 308 Baer Hart Unerti Bruce Baer 

6. Ken Laudenslager 11.250 7-300 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
7. Jim Chapman 11.000 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 


NAME SCORE CAL BBL SCOPE GUNSMITH 
1. Rick Taylor 91 30 Taylor Hart Redfield Hart 
2.Tim Fronk 86 30Ach Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
3. Stan Grube 92 308 Sup Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
4. Ted Morgan 85 308 Baer Oberm. Redfield Bruce Baer 
5. Paul Dewalt 78 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
6. Bob Wolfe 85 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
7. Les Hagerman 95 308 Sup _ Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 


Match #4 


Winning Equipment 
7 Relays 70 Shooters 


NAME GROUP CAL. BBI, SCOPE GUNSMITH 
1.Stan Grube 6.562 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
2. Ted Morgan 7.250 308 Baer Oberm. Redfield Bruce Baer 
3. Scott Pecht 9.312 300 Wby. Hart Leopold Gene Graybill 
4. Bruce Seiler 8.437 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
5. Greg Mizopalko 8.625 30.378 Hart Unertl C. Hammond 
6. Jim Chapman 7.793 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 


7. Dwight Burk 11.500 308 Baer Wiseman Unertl Bruce Baer 


NAME SCORE CAL. BBL SCOPE GUNSMITH 
1.Greg Peifer 94 7mm Rem. Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
2.Vernon Reed 95 30 Taylor Hart Redfield Hart 

3.Tom Petrzala 92 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
4.Gene Graybill 94 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
5.Bob Wolfe 97 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
6.George Reeder 92 300 Win. Hart Unert! Howard Wolfe 


7.Sarah Morgan 94 308 Baer Oberm. Redfield Bruce Baer 


PRECISION SHOOTING — SEPTEMBER, 1989 


PENNSYLVANIA 
1000 YARD 


Shoot off Winner Group 
Jim Chapman - 11.937 


Smallest Group Fired 
Earl Chronister - 10.437 


Closest to Center 
George Reeder - .125 


Shoot off Winner Score 
Stan Grube - 58 


High Score of the Day 
Les Hagerman - 95 


PENNSYLVANIA 
1000 YARD 


Shoot off Winner Group 
Jim Chapman - 5.062 


Smallest Group Fired 
Jim Chapman - 5.062 


Closest to Center 
Sarah Morgan - .375 


Shoot off Winner Score 
George Reeder - 92 


High Score of the Day 
Ted Morgan - 97 
Bob Wolfe - 97 
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The new 


Bald Eagle 
Front Rest 


.22 RIMFIRE ACCURACY GAGE 


Because rim thickness variation affects accuracy, this gage permits 
measurement and segregation into more uniform lots. Inexpensive 
ammunition may be ‘improved,’ even match lots can be helped. Simply 
insert cartridge, slide bar until a reference reading is obtained. Availabie 


for standard S, L and LR rimfires or magnums — either is $32.50 plus 
$2.50 shipping. Send $2.00 for catalog of other items. 


NEIL JONES CUSTOM PRODUCTS 


R.D. 1 Box 483A, Dept. PS - , ae 
— 


Saegertown, Pennsylvania 16433 
(814) 763-2769 


| BOB PEASE ACCURACY 


P.O. Box 310787-S -000- (AC 512) 625-1342 
NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS 78131-0787 


PATENT PENDING 


$129.95 BENCHREST EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 
Adjustable Torque Wrench 


with the standard top plus shipping Belding & Mull 42’SS rods 
Add Penn. state sales tax (6%) Benchrest Scopes and Mounts 
il ad B-Square rifle Rests & Arbors 
MATERIAL: Cauterucio GTB Benchrest Bullets 
Aircraft Quality Aluminum Corbin Cleaners, Laps and Lubes 
WEIGHT: Davidson Vise, Ramps & Shrouds 
7 pounds, 12 ounces (with bag) Devcon Bedding Kits & Hex Bolts 
FINISH: Federal Match Primers & Cases 
Imron clear, 3 coats Hart Rifle Rest & Cotton Patches 
FEATURES: Jones PA Dies, Bushings & DeCap Tool 
— Rack and Pinion on primary rise Kleinendorst Expandiron & Bolt Tools 
— Fourth leg Marquart Precision Neck Turning Tool 
OPTIONS: Redding Benchrest Micrometer Measure 
— Rifle Stop Shilen 1-3 Ib. & 2 ounce Triggers 
— Deluxe top with stop NO Shooter's Choice Cleaner & Grease 
— Bag Available Overseas Sinclair Rod Guides and Clean Kit 
— New, Windage Top Available Foreign Orders Tuller Glove Leather Smooth BR bags 
Just U.S. 50 Whitetail Pocket Reamer & Head Cutter 
BALD EAGLE states & Canada * Wilson Seater, Sizer, Gages & Trimmer 


PRECISION MACHINE CO. 
. The Bob Pease Collections; spiral bound booklets on accuracy. 
101 Allison Street Vol. 1$6.00 Vol. II $6.00 Vol. Ill $6.00 + 1.00 ea. 1st class 


ne (all three for $20.00 prepaid FIRST CLASS MAIL) 


FAX (717) 748-4443 


BILL GEBHARDT 
NRA Endowment Member/ 
IBS life member 


Send $1.00 for 16 pages of brochure, prices, news & updates. 


MON - TUE -FRI-SAT afternoons best to phone 


PRECISION SHOOTING — SEPTEMBER, 1989 


